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Dear Friends,
It has been such a privilege to attend and
participate in the schools — the enthusiasm of
young people is most encouraging. The dedication of Staff and helpers at the Boys’ Brigade
and Girls’ Brigade has been most impressive
once more this year and they deserve our
thanks and prayers. It is encouraging to see
how many helpers we have at the moment and
we are always grateful for their input.
The summer (such as it is) will soon be
upon us and people will be away to far clime.,
I pray that you all have a safe journey and a
refreshing break. I shall take my holidays in
July and shall be off for three Sundays in July.
Not so far for me - the family holiday in Scarborough, with lots of walks along the beach;
sitting out in the sun (if we get any) and generally doing nothing for a couple of weeks.
It does us no harm to stop the ‘busy-ness’
of life and take time out for a while. I read
somewhere recently that resting boosts our immune systems and is necessary for good
health. Of course we have known that for generations, after all ‘God rested on the seventh
day’ and commanded that his people also rest
on the seventh day. So, if you can this summer,
slow down, and ‘chill out’. Enjoy life’s wee
pleasures and appreciate family and friends.
For often, what we see as small things now,
when we look back will find that they were the
big things,
I shall attend the General Assembly this
year, and hope to go along to the event in
Princes Street Gardens run by the Church of
Scotland. I hope to run in to our B.B. representatives as they will be running a stall giving out

information. It certainly will be a time of celebration of the work of the Church and a time of
hearing new songs and learning about the
wider work of the church. It should be a great
day and I am looking forward to it. It is wonderful to be with a large gathering of church
people. It always has a wonderful atmosphere
of fun and excitement and a such a sense of the
presence of the Lord.
Just a little bit of news. As you know, I
am the Workplace Chaplain for the Antonine
Centre and Cumbernauld Shopping. Through
this work I have been invited to take part in the
Global Day of Prayer in the Cornerstone on the
27th May by praying for the community. I have
also been invited on to a committee called the
Chaplains Forum which supports chaplains
throughout Scotland by helping organise training days and retreats. Don’t worry, it’s only
four meetings a year and it will not take up too
much of my time.
It just leaves me now to finish this wee
letter with all best wishes for a happy and
blessed time with your friends and families
over the holiday time. When we start up in the
Autumn we shall be refreshed and renewed,
and ready to face the challenges ahead.
May the Lord bless and keep you all,
and remember that you are always
in my prayers.

aunders

S
Rev. Grace

Here is the test to find whether your mission on Earth is finished:
if you're alive…. it isn't.
Richard Bach

Cumbernauld: Condorrat Parish Church
Minister

Rev. Grace Saunders
(Tel: 01236 452090)
SESSION CLERK
Mr. Harvey Baird
Tel: 729963

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship in Church
& Sunday Club……………………….11.00 a.m.
( Tea/Coffee is served after the Service )

- All Welcome -

Communion Services (1st Sun – March; June; September; December)...11 am & 6.30pm.
Charity No.: SCO 11839

website — http://condorratparishchurch.org.uk/

Weekly Diary
Monday
BB Anchor Boys
BB Company Section
Choir

Hall 6.30pm
Hall 7.00pm
Church 7.00pm

3rd.( Evening Communion )
Hall 6.30pm
Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday
The Guild (alternate weeks)

Tel: 728160
Tel: 731133
Tel: 611325

Parish News Editor
P Taylor Logan

Tel: 732404

CHURCH OFFICER
Mr. John Graham

Tel: 611222

Points North Development Worker

ROLLKEEPER
Mr. Ian Miller

Mrs A. Russell & Team 6.
Mr. J Newlands & Team 1.
Mr. J Cameron & Team 2.

( e-mail; tayval@tiscali.co.uk )

HALLS LETTING
Mrs. Evelyn McKie

10th.
17th.
24th.

Ch. House 1.30pm
Hall 7.15pm

TREASURER
Mr. John Allan

Mr. I Miller & Team 5.

Hall 7.30pm

CLERK to the BOARD
Mr. Gordon Ross

3rd.( Morning Communion )

Mrs. J. Ward & Team 4.

Tuesday
Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Thursday
Prayer Group
BB Junior Section

Sunday Welcome
Duty Teams
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Tel: 735751

Donald Morrison

07795 633244

Notes from…..The
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Kirk Session

,

Hi Folks

There is a bit of an “end of term” feeling as
I sit down to write these notes. Our Summer Fete has
come and gone (well done and thanks to all organisers
and supporters) and in the next couple of evenings I
am attending the Annual Displays of our uniformed
youth organisations. I very much look forward to
them, as having been at some of their displays before
it is great to see and hear about their achievements
over the session.
As I mentioned last month the Kirk Session meeting — done jointly with the Congregational Board —
was mainly the discussion of two important topics.
There were many thoughtful and helpful contributions
and among other things we have now substantially
agreed on a Bible Extract which we feel reflects
something of Condorrat Parish Church, and also on
the wording of our Mission Statement. I know that
having the latter of these may seem a bit like
‘management speak’, but having this does help to focus on what our vision for the next few years may be and certainly in my view a Church without a vision
runs the risk of simply drifting along. There was also
a useful discussion on the form our Stewardship Programme might take, and a number of good ideas came
up. As I’ve previously mentioned it will take place in
September and a small group will now be set up to
deal with the precise arrangements which will of
course be intimated just as soon as practicable.
Several people took part in a course, mentioned
last month, for those ‘enquiring’ about becoming
Members of the Church, and as a result it is anticipated that three persons will be admitted to Membership during the Service on Sunday, 27th May. It is
always encouraging to welcome new members as
often the news seems to refer to decreasing numbers.
Some time ago I commented on Dochas Midweek
Worship so I thought I might mention it again. This
takes place in the Session Room of Kildrum Parish
Church on Wednesdays from 7pm till 7.30pm.

It is intended for those who find it impossible to get to
Church on a Sunday — or for those who may feel that
the traditional Sunday service does not ‘do it’ for
them. There are no Hymns or Sermon, but there is a
quiet time for prayer and reflection. If you or anyone
you know of might find that helpful please do consider it. It is also worth mentioning that on the first
Sunday of each month our minister conducts a short
informal service in the MacAuley Hall at 3pm and if
you would like to come along and join in that you
would be very welcome.
If at any time you become aware of anyone in the
Congregation or Parish who may need or wish a Pastoral Visit, please let the minister know as we intend
to have Combined Pastoral Visiting. This will mean
that the minister would visit once or twice a year and
further visits would be made by members of our Pastoral Care Team.
Our minister and a Presbytery Elder, Mr. John
Newlands, are attending the General Assembly in Edinburgh in late May so I anticipate that at the June
Session Meeting we shall hear a brief report on this.
It was very nice to have Rev. Marion Perry take
part and conduct some Sunday Services with us in
recent weeks and we hope it is possible that she continue this work and have her assist with our Pastoral
Care - in which I believe she has a particular interest.
Meantime though, Marion – Welcome!
Well as far as I can think that seems to be all for
now so it just remains for me to wish you all a very
pleasant summer and until next Parish News….

may God bless,
guard and guide you.

d

Harvey Bair

Social/Sanctuary Refurbishment Fundraising Committee

Annual Summer Fete — 19th May
For the Annual Summer Fete the weather
was kind to us and we were able to have various
attractions outside— a Bouncy Castle, and a
Flight Simulator from the Air Training Corps —
as well as all the usual stalls in the church hall.
A big thank you must go to the ‘great
army’ of helpers who not only appeared on the
Friday night and who were also there on Saturday. The day was a big success and was enjoyed
by everyone .
P A RISH N EWS

At time of ‘going to press’ we had raised
£1,372.56 — an excellent amount due totally to
everyone's hard work and enthusiasm.
Thank you everyone!!
Now, hopefully, it’s on to our next
endeavour-- Car Treasure Hunt on 11th August.
Details of this will be intimated nearer the
time and posted in the coffee room.

Margaret McCallum (Convenor)
(3)

Church Register
Deaths: “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

(* member)
(* member)

April
May

21st

Marion Oakes

4th

Margaret McIntyre*

Westfield.
Condorrat.

Baptisms: Jesus said “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples;
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

May 2012
6th
27th

Calum Robert Bryson

Blackwood.

Zak MacDonald

Condorrat.

Hospital Visitations.

It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible, of members
who have been hospitalised, giving her as much information as possible and allowing time to organise visits. Member’s Full Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.

The Fellowship & Prayer Group
Thursday Afternoons 1.30—3pm. in Church House
ARE YOU THIRSTY FOR GOD?
‘My soul thirsts for you...in a …...land where there is no water.’
Psalm 63:1

The psalmist David, wrote the above words at a time of fear and
distress, while wondering if God had forgotten him.
Physical thirst is your body’s way of telling you that you need water.
There is also a spiritual thirst—a deep desire for a closer walk with
God, a longing to know God better.
In Jeremiah 29:13, God says ‘You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with your heart’.
In Matthew 7:7-8, Jesus says ‘Ask and it will be given unto you; seek
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the
door will be opened’.

All scripture is
inspired by God
and is useful for
teaching the
truth; rebuking
error; correcting
faults; and giving
instruction for
right living.
2Tim. 3: vs16,17.

If YOU ARE THIRSTY FOR MORE OF GOD, Jesus also said
‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink…..’
John 7:37
Remember: - Boxes are available at the inner doors for prayer requests.

(4)

Live with no excuses and love with no regrets

Valerie Armstrong
Tel: 737777

Montel
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June
3rd
10th
17th
24th

June

Church Flowers
—
Mrs. McDonald
Mrs. Newlands
Mrs. Brackenbridge
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Tea Rota
Mrs. J. McCallum & Mrs. M. Innes
Mrs. S. Graham & Mrs. S. Gibson
Mrs. L. Flavell & Mrs. I. Rankin
Mrs. J. McRae & Mrs. E. Wales

Why not come
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See Mrs Mary
Innes.

Cumbernauld Churches Together
Please continue to remember
our Parish in Prayer.

Please Note ….

There are some diary dates free for
‘Flowers for the Sanctuary’.
Please contact any office-bearer
at the church door any Sunday should you
wish to make this donation.
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Prayer for Condorrat
Circle Condorrat, Lord.
Keep protection near and danger far.
Keep hope within and despair without.
Circle Condorrat, Lord.
Keep light near and darkness far.
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen

HOUSE GROUP
Donald Morrison our Points North Development
Worker hopes to re-start meetings of the
House Group (watch Intimations)
at 15, Woodhead Place, Westfield.
Thursdays at 7.15pm.

‘Christianity Explored’

We are not here merely to make a living;
We are here to enrich the world.
Woodrow Wilson

A course of Bible Studies in order to explore
your faith and understanding of the Bible.

Every Sunday evening in the Manse at 7pm.
All are welcome!

‘Parish News’.

All articles for the July Issue should be handed to or
sent by e-mail to Taylor Logan by…………..Friday, 23rd June 2012.
e-mail to tayval@tiscali.co.uk
Our thanks to all who promptly deliver ‘Parish News’ to our members throughout the year.
(5)
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Notes from The Clerk to the Congregational Board
Dear Friends ,
Here we are again! Our Editor is persuading us
(ha ha.. bullying more like.) to continue for possible further editions of Parish News this year - if you can suffer what has to be said by the few of us giving articles
each month, telling the wider parish the news of our
Church, so here goes…..
The Sanctuary Refurbishment Steering Group:
Mr. Baird reported to the Congregational Board that
the Building Warrant has been approved but there is
no news yet regarding the two major Grant Applications. However, we should hopefully have word by
the time of the next edition of the News! A suggestion was proposed by one member of the Board that
we should perhaps look at ‘Plastic Pews’ as an alternative to individual seating, this was investigated and
after reviewing these the committee recommended to
the Board that we should not pursue this any further as
individual seating would allow a more flexible use.
The next point reported was an alternative recommendation and costing for Refurbishment of the Organ.
This is still very expensive… almost £10,000 plus a
possible further £1,500 (!) for other works which may
be necessary but cannot be determined until the organ
is dismantled. We cannot be certain that our budget
will run to that level of expense and it does raise the
question as to whether it would be value for money?
Having still not made any decision we are currently
researching further options. Watch this space for
more information.
The Property Committee: As reported last month
the Committee have brought together a number of vol-

June 2012

unteers to paint and carry out some DIY work around
the Church and as you read this, they should have
completed their tasks. I give a big ‘Thank You’ to all
volunteers for this work to OUR Church!!
The Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund and Social
Committee: As I type, the rain is pouring down and
threatening the Summer Fete, which may have to be
held indoors this year. However, this does not put a
dampener on the work and support that is achieved by
everyone concerned. Tickets will be on sale soon for
the Car Treasure Hunt on the 11th August and also
the ‘Fashion Show’ at Westerwood Hotel on 6th Oct..
Watch for further information on these events.
The Finance Committee encourage everyone
who are Taxpayers to consider (if you do not already)
to sign a Gift Aid form, this doesn’t cost you anything and you are not required to state an amount you
intend to give to the Church but we can claim back
from the Taxman a percentage you do give. For further information please speak to Mr John Allan.
We have a very talented mix of people in OUR
Church. However, not everyone comes forward with
your opinions or ideas. You may speak to a few others
but unless we are all informed nothing really gets
achieved.
Remember the Church is made up of more than just a
handful of people, we are ALL in it TOGETHER –

LET’S ALL WORK TOGETHER!!
God Bless you all,

R
Gordon

oss

DEDICATION
Some people have wondered what a Dedication Service is, and how this differs from a Baptism.
The Church of Scotland developed this Service in 2005 and it has been used quite often in the church
ever since. I shall directly quote the booklet issued by the Church of Scotland and I hope that this is
helpful to you.
“The General Assembly of 2003 accepted the need for a ceremony which enabled parents who
were not themselves members of the Church to celebrate the gift of a child. Also in some families the
parents believe that Baptism should be when a child is older. Christian Parents sought a ‘rite of reception’ for their child into the family of the Church which would leave the child free upon reaching maturity to decide for him/herself to seek Baptism.”
So this means that a couple who feel that for whatever reason they could not take the vows of
Baptism, or do not have any connection with the church, can opt for a Dedication which means the
birth of the child is celebrated, the child is blessed and is brought into the family of the Church.

Grace Saunders

Its funny how you can
do nice things for
people all the time and
they never notice.
But once you make one
mistake,
its never forgotten.
P A RISH N EWS
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Well the 2011/12 season is nearly over,
and what a busy year it has been.
The Boys from all 3 Sections have achieved
their goals in their individual badge work; hopefully
everyone has met someone new at their section; new
games have been introduced; the Juniors and Company section took part in various competitions and
the Anchor Boys organised an excellent Queen’s
Jubilee Party! Added to all that, we welcomed 3 new
members of Staff to help out at the Junior Section.
Scott Howie, whom we introduced to you in
the last edition of the Church magazine, arranged a
visit from the Scottish Spina Bifida Association. Mr.
Andy Wynd came along to the Junior Section and
gave a DVD Presentation along with a ‘hands on
demonstration’ of the difficulties of getting about in
a wheel chair. He left collection boxes which the
boys took home, filled and returned with the sum of
£52 (!) which Scott has passed on to Andy.
The Guild Magazine, Crossreach, had a Christmas Card Competition which 3 Boys entered.
Although not winning, they were each given a certificate, sent by Crossreach, for their efforts.
All 3 Sections had their Displays during May,
beginning with the Anchor Boys on Monday 14th. A
good turn out of Boys and Parents ensured an entertaining evening of Games, Marching, and Keep-Fit
and of course the Presentation of Prizes by our
Guest of Honour, Rev. Grace Saunders.
The Junior Section were then on the Thursday,
and presented a mixture of what was used in the
Strathkelvin Competitions along with some Games.
Their Inspecting Officer, Captain James McQuire
and his wife Ann, from the 5th Abronhill Boys Brigade Inspected the Boys turnout and presented the
prizes. (I was a very surprised and disappointed that
some parents were unaware of the date of this Display. We will look closely at our ‘communications’
to check for improvement/adjustment in this area.
Please except my apology for any misunderstanding).
The Company Section Display was on
Monday, 21st May and unfortunately I was unable to
attend due to work commitments. Our minister,
Grace Saunders was also unable to be there due to
General Assembly Commitments.
The highlight of this evening was the Presentation of
2 President’s Badges (!) and a Queen’s Badge (!).

Euan Scott and Douglas Thom were awarded
their Presidents Badge and The Queen’s Badge
was awarded to Scott Simon. ‘Congratulations’
to all three young men for their proven commitment to the Company and the many tasks required
for this achievement. We are also grateful for their
continued support to the Company and church.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
Staff for their loyalty and support throughout the
Session. In these ‘testing times’ I am fully aware of
the difficulties of the present day, both at work and
in the home. I would also like to thank all the Parents and Friends for their support — without you
and your boys there would be no Boys’ Brigade!
I mentioned at the Displays that I believe there
is a need for youth organisations such as the BB and
the GB in Condorrat. We try to bring together boys
from all different back grounds to work, learn, help,
and play, and set an example to others of what can
be achieved by being involved and active in The
Boys’ Brigade.
At the time of printing ‘Parish News’, our Annual Camp will be just a memory. I hope that the
youngsters of all ages, who attended the Camp at
Dalguise, will be enlightened by the ‘out-doors’ and
all it offers in the way fun, excitement, and at the
same time, peace and tranquillity...…..sometimes!.
“The Object of the Boys Brigade is the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom among Boys, and the promotion of habits of, Obedience, Reverence, Discipline, and
Self Respect, and all that tends towards a true Christian
Manliness”.
Andrew Eadie (Company Captain)
Tel :- 01236611317 Mob :- 07748537621
Web page:- http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk

APPEAL:
We seem to have misplaced a trophy!
Could all ex-members please check under the bed
etc. to see if they have any BB Silverware which
should have been returned? We are particularly
keen to locate the Bruce McNicol Trophy for the
Best Squad in the Company Section.
I am also still on the look-out for the ‘Company
Minute Book’. If anyone has any information on
this important set of historical documents please get
in touch - it will be very much appreciated.

A Eadie

You've got to take the good with the bad, smile with the sad,
love what you've got, and remember what you had.
Always forgive, but never forget. Learn from mistakes, but never regret.
P A RISH N EWS
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From the Treasurer
Offerings (2011)

FWO

Ord.

Bank/D.D

Total

Total 1st Qtr (13 weeks)

£7,598

£1,499

£4,492

£13,589

£1,045

April ( 5 weeks)

£2,782

£659

£1,444

£4,886

£977

£10,380

£2,158

£5,936

£18,474

£1,026

Total (18 weeks)

Wk Avge

Last month we were £54/week up on offerings compared to last year;
and also down by £7/week against Budget. Unfortunately we have fallen
back slightly and to the end of April we are up £31/week and £26/week
down on Budget. As I said last month this is the closest we have been to
Budget for a number of years so with a little effort we can keep this up;
match; or even exceed our Budget expectations!

John Allan
GIFT AID
Everyone who has signed a Gift Aid Declaration Form that is current should have received a letter from
me as Treasurer detailing the amount of Gift Aid donations that they have made in the 2011/2012 Tax Year
and the amount of Tax that has been recovered on their donations. If anyone has any questions regarding the
information on their own letter or unfortunately did not receive their letter they are asked to speak to me as
soon as possible.
On the letter there is mention of a scheme whereby anyone who is entitled to a tax rebate may nominate
a charity to receive this rebate as a donation. Please ignore this as after the letters were issued I received information that the UK Government has withdrawn this scheme from April 2012 as the scheme has not been
used very much and would need an extensive upgrade to safeguard it from fraud. In fact, no one made any
such rebate donations to our Church.

PROJECT FUND BOXES
Having a Project Fund Box is a good way of
saving your loose change and contributing towards
our Refurbishment Fund Raising. Up to the end of
March 2012 we have raised nearly £4,500 (!) from the
boxes and we would thank everyone who uses the
boxes and also Jim and Elsa Barclay for making the

The Guild

—

May 2012

At our final meeting of the Guild on
Wednesday, 9th May, 2012 we had a collection of
goods for "Starter Packs" and thank everyone who
brought goods along to this evening.
By the time you read this we will have had
our "Jubilee Outing" to Loch Katrine. We are
sure this will be another memorable day.
Advance Notice - The Falkirk Presbytery
Guild Dedication Service will be held on Thursday,
20th September, 2012 at 7.30 p.m. in Falkirk Grahamston United Church. We intend booking a bus
and would appreciate anyone interested to contact
myself(736499), Jess McCallum (720788),Mary
Gemmell (452253) or any committee member as
soon as possible. The Committee and members of the
Guild would like to wish you all a sunny (hopefully) and
happy summer holiday..
Mary M Innes (Secretary)
(8)

boxes and emptying them. We are also able to recover
tax on the amounts received in the boxes of those who
have signed a Gift Aid Declaration form.
The boxes are an important part of our fundraising and we would encourage everyone to take a
box, return when full and then take another box.
John Allan (Treasurer)
The Sunday School
We intend to visit Adventure Planet on Sunday, 3rd June and have Prize-giving on 10th June.
We hope to restart on Sunday, 9th September
and invite everyone between 3 years and 11 or 12
years to join us for fun and Bible exploration.
Many thanks to everyone who has supported us
in any way this year, we appreciate it very much.
Lesley Freeland

Check out the INTERNET
The 5 Cumbernauld Churches of Scotland have
come together to launch a new website in order to
share our News.

www.ccosfive.wordpress.com

Check it out!

Patricia Coe
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