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      Many years ago when getting ready for 

Christmas I dropped the big box of tinsel and 
decorations as I was running down the stairs (I 
could then). The tinsel and precious tree decora-
tions spilled down the stairs and I crept down 
afraid to look. Instead of disaster, I found that I 
was staring at what seemed a frozen waterfall as 
the tinsel spread over the steps. It was quite 
beautiful.  I then had to gather the decorations 
and I decided to organise them on the steps of 
the stair. 
     First, there was a bunch of home – made cot-
ton wool balls covered in silver paper, these 
were precious because they reminded us of the 
past and the difficult times we had come through. 
Then there were different glass baubles which 
had somehow survived and they were important 
because they each had a story to tell of who gave 
them or which Christmas we bought them. 
    Finally, there were the angels and shepherds, 
the wee paper nativity scene, all reminding us of 
the Christmas story. Dropping the box might be 
called serendipity as it was a blessing in disguise; 
the beauty of the stairs; the reminders of Christ-
mas past and the people involved all proved to 
keep memories alive. 

In our decoration of our homes and in the 
church we keep traditions alive. We find a link 
with the past, comfort in the present and always 
a hope for the future. This is because Christmas 
is about Hope, the great hope that the Saviour of 
the World brings to each one of us. Jesus is the 
same today as He was yesterday and will be to-
morrow. 

There is so much to be positive about this 
Christmas Season.  

The church will soon be decorated and we 
are reminded of the Christmas story in our ser-
vices and decorations and once again our three 
primary schools in the area will help to decorate 
the windows, and we look forward to their 
imaginative creations.  

The Carols by Candlelight on the 16th De-
cember in the evening will be a perfect opportu-
nity to come together singing all our favourite 
carols. It is always a warm welcoming service 
which conveys to all the message of love towards 
one another. The service on the 23rd December 
will be led by the Sunday School and I know that 
we all look forward to the children of the church 
leading us through the nativity.  

Christmas is not always easy for everyone 
in the church family and I ask you to remember 
in your prayers those who are facing difficult 
times and those who are lonely or bereaved. 
Please remember that you are always in my 
prayers. 

I wish every one a happy and blessed 

Christmas Season full of peace and joy. May the 

New Year bring us hope for the future as we look 

forward always in faith. 

May the Lord Bless and Keep you all,                  

            this day and forevermore. 

Dear  Friends, 

Christmas in Bethlehem.  

The ancient dream: a cold, clear night made brilliant by a glorious star, the smell of stables, shepherds  
and wise men falling to their knees in adoration of the sweet baby, the incarnation of perfect love. 



 

SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

   Morning Worship in Church  
                             &  Sunday Club……………………….11.00 a.m. 

 

( Tea/Coffee is served after the Service ) 
- All Welcome - 

  

Communion  Services (1st Sun – March; June; September; December)...11 am  &  6.30pm. 

Cumbernauld: Condorrat Parish Church 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

Weekly Diary 
 

Monday 

 BB Anchor Boys                        Hall   6.30pm 
 BB Company Section              Hall   7.00pm 
 Choir                                       Church   7.00pm 
 
Tuesday 

Girls’ Brigade             
                         Explorers            Hall   6.30pm 
     Juniors & Brigaders          Hall    7.30pm 
 
Wednesday  

 The Guild (alternate weeks)         Hall  7.30pm 
 
Thursday  
 Prayer Group                  Ch. House   1.30pm 
 BB Junior Section                     Hall    7.15pm 
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( e-mail;  tayval@tiscali.co.uk ) 

CLERK to the BOARD 
 

Mr. Gordon Ross                Tel: 728160 
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Mr. John Allan                  Tel: 731133 

HALLS LETTING 
 

Mrs. Evelyn McKie           Tel: 611325  
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr. Ian Miller                   Tel: 735751 

CHURCH OFFICER 
 

Mr. John Graham               Tel: 611222 

SESSION CLERK 

Mr. Harvey Baird               Tel: 729963 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders 
 

(Tel: 01236 452090) 

Points North Development Worker 
 

Donald Morrison         07795 633244 

 

Sunday Welcome  

                 Duty Teams  
 

December 2012 
 

  2nd.(Communion Morning)   

                                      Mr. J Cameron & Team 2. 

  2nd.(Communion Evening)   

                                              Mr. J. Allan & Team 3. 

   9th.                       Mrs. J. Ward & Team 4. 

 16th.                     Mr. I Miller & Team 5. 

 23rd.                Mrs A. Russell & Team 6. 

 30th.              Mr. J Newlands  & Team 1. 

 

  

 

website — http://condorratparishchurch.org.uk/  



 Notes from…..The Session Clerk                                        November/December 2012 

Hi Folks, 

(3) PARISH NEWS 

Harvey Baird 

                 
                As I am going away for a week in late 

November (helping my daughter move house — not a holiday!), 

I am writing these notes in mid-November - so it’s 

quite a wee bit before you read them…….. and fully 6 

weeks(!) before Christmas (although I guess many ladies 

will be thinking I should be saying “only” rather than 

“fully).  

The November meeting of the Kirk Session had 

quite a lot of business to get through as the October’s 

was short due to the Presbytery visit that same eve-

ning. At the time of writing we do not yet have their 

report and it could be into the New Year before we 

receive this. When we do get it I will try to mention 

anything of significance in a future set of Notes. The 

Session noted various details for services in Advent 

and at Christmas. First Sunday in Advent is 2nd of 

December (this is also Communion Sunday with Ser-

vices at 11a.m and 6.30p.m.). On that Sunday and for 

the following three Sundays there will be Advent 

Themes and a candle will be lit on an Advent ring. We 

are holding our ever popular Carols by Candlelight 

service on Sunday,16th December at 7p.m. At this 

there will be a retiral offering and it has been decided 

that the proceeds of that will go to Strathcarron Hos-

pice which I know is supported by many in the congre-

gation. The Service on 23rd of December will largely 

involve the Sunday School and I for one look forward 

to that. As usual we will have our Watchnight Service 

on 24th December with a Service on Christmas Day 

Morning at 10.30a.m. — Please Note Time! At each 

Service there will be a Retiral Offering for a good 

cause - to be decided by the Session at it’s December 

meeting.  I understand that the inter-denominational 

Festival of Light is taking place again this year but 

unfortunately as at the time of writing I do not have 

details of the venue or time. This year we are again 

fortunate to have the Christmas tree donated to us, to 

be put up in the Church in the week following the De-

cember Communion. We are again grateful to the do-

nor who prefers to remain anonymous.  

I move on to mention in no particular order a 

number of other matters from the November meeting. 

A Pastoral Care Group has been formed and, its 

members having now gone through the required PVG 

checks. This should be up and running in the near fu-

ture. An Outreach Committee has also been estab-

lished, and some of its members have already attended 

meetings involving representatives from the other 4 

Cumbernauld Congregations and a ‘Facilitator/

Trainer’ from Falkirk Presbytery. They are focussing 

on the theme of Mission. It has been decided that we 

should have an Information Leaflet available for distri-

bution to Visitors/Anyone New to the congregation or 

for anyone who might ask. Details for this are being 

finalised. It was agreed that Rev. Marion Perry will 

conduct Morning Worship on the ‘Last Sunday’ of 

each month. Arrangements for Remembrance Day 

were of course a little different and although these 

generally went well and were very dignified there are 

perhaps a few things to be looked at for next year. 

These will be mentioned to the bodies who undertook 

the organisation of the parade and ceremony at Con-

dorrat Village. The retiral offering at our Remem-

brance Day Service raised £193.43 for Poppy Scot-

land and ‘Thanks’ go to all who contributed. Monthly 

services in the McAuley Hall are to be suspended until 

nearer Easter to avoid those who attend (which are 

mainly the elderly) having to come out in the worst of 

the winter weather. Members who are in our Elder Mr. 

Young’s District will have a new Visiting Elder and I 

ask that you welcome your new visitor into your 

homes. It is only right that I here pay tribute to Mr. 

John Young for his constant and loyal years of service 

as a District Elder. It truly is appropriate to say “well 

done good and faithful servant”. 

   Well, that’s all that comes to mind meantime but, 

having begun by mentioning Christmas, I end by wish-

ing You and Yours a Happy and Blessed Christmas  

— and, when it comes,  a Good New Year!........      

and as ever until next Parish News   

 May God bless,  

          guard and guide you              

  

Sunday School 

 
 

The Sunday School Nativity display will take place 

on Sunday 23rd December during the morning 

service. This will be in the form of a  puppet show 

so we hope everyone will come to watch. 

Sunday School meets each Sunday  

in the Church Hall at 10.45.       

Everyone between 3 and 11 years is welcome.        

Parish News 
 

Remember that you can also  

see and read PARISH NEWS            

‘in colour’  by going to  

our website 

(condorratparishchurch.org.uk/)   

and click on News and then  

the Issue Date. 

file:///C:/Users/taylor/Desktop/Documents/HB%20Sept%20Art.pub
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 Church Register 

(*  member) 

Hospital Visitations. 

It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible, of  

members who have been hospitalised, giving her as much information as possible and allowing 

time to organise visits :  i.e. Member’s Full Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.    

PARISH NEWS (4) 

Deaths: “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.” 
   

November 

               6th   May Jones*                          Condorrat. 
  

             14th   Malcolm Carnegie        Condorrat. 
 

             15th    Agnes Rooney                  Condorrat. 

(*  member) 

 A Christmas Carol 
 

            Having watched different versions of A Christmas Carol on television, varying 

from the Muppet’s version to the classic black and white with Alistair Sim as Scrooge, I was 

curious to know why Dickens chose that particular title for his popular work, when carols 

don’t feature in it. 

            A little research revealed that the author expected the story to be repeated and shared, 

and to bring people together in just the same way as the singing of Christmas carols spread joy 

and bring people and families together. His Carol was a song of praise of the Christmas sea-

son and of the redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge. 
 

         Many people who don’t attend church regularly will go to a Carol Service or a Watch-

night Service. There’s something special about singing the old familiar tunes and remembering our Chris-

tian heritage, even if it is only once a year. 
 

          At Christmas time let us take the opportunity to remind everyone that Jesus 

is the Reason for the Season and that peace and goodwill can last all year if we let them. 
 

Lord, when the trappings of a commercial Christmas threaten to overshadow the 

real reason for our celebrations, remind us again of your amazing love for your world 

revealed in the baby born in a manger and help us to share Him with others. 

                                                                                                          by Susan Over 

Malcolm Carnegie 
 

On Wednesday 14th November, Malcolm Carnegie sadly passed away. 

Malcolm, although not a member of our church, carried out work for us on nu-

merous occasions. Leaking pipes, broken taps, etc. were all repaired at a moment’s 

notice, all at no cost. 

On one such day, a Saturday, by chance a leaking pipe was discovered in the 

hall. A phone call was made and   Malcolm agreed to come down to ‘check out’ the 

problem. On arrival he quickly assessed the damage and made the repair – and all this 

was done in what he called his “good gear”, as he was on his way to Glasgow. When 

he left to continue his journey his parting comment was “anything for the church, just 

give me a call” 

                          This was just typical of the man, Malcolm Carnegie, who will be 

sorely missed by many. 



 

(5) PARISH NEWS 

 

Dear Friends,  
     We are now entering one of the busiest 

periods in the life of the Church and by the time you 

are reading this edition of the Parish News we shall be 

into Advent, with our Carols by Candlelight Service 

taking place on Sunday evening the 16th December at 

7.00pm. ALL are welcome. 

At this time of year all leaders of the organisa-

tions are reminded that your Accounts are due for 

Audit on Sunday 13th January 2013, the Auditors are 

Mr Ronnie MacLean & Mr Bill Walker. 
 

The Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund /Social Com-

mittee :  As I reported last month our Christmas Fayre 

took place on Saturday the 17th November, and a great 

Thanks to everyone who assisted in the setting up and 

working on the stalls, and especially to everyone who 

supported the event. We finally raised the sum of 

£1,488 towards the Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund . 

We were competing with the Cumbernauld Lights 

Switch On, which perhaps contributed to the lower 

numbers attending. Their next event will be a Ceilidh 

Dinner  Dance at the Westerwood Hotel on Friday 

February the 15th. There will be more events through-

out the year, so watch out for details. Also ‘Our 

Christmas Card to the Congregation’ is continuing 

this year. If you are a Gift Aider there are forms avail-

able in the vestibule. Also, if you shop online see the 

notice in the coffee room about EASYFUNDRAIS-

ING where for everything you buy, Condorrat Parish 

Church will get a percentage of your shop!! THIS 

DOES NOT COST ANYTHING EXTRA!! 

The Property Committee 
The sound system has now been repaired and 

the Heating system is back ‘online’. The tea urns in 

the kitchen should be repaired by the time you read 

this article. The mildew in the kitchen in Church  

 

House kitchen has now been dealt with and we are in 

the process of having the kitchen repainted and a new 

‘Expelair Vent’ installed.                                               

We also ask all members who use the Church car 

parks during the week, especially if you are parking 

up and travelling by bus to another location that you 

please do so with consideration to others who may be 

using the Church premises. THANK YOU !! 

The Finance Committee encourages everyone who 

are Taxpayers to consider (if you do not already) Gift 

Aid, this does not cost you anything but we can claim 

back from the Taxman a percentage of your weekly 

giving. This is totally confidential, with our Treas-

urer the only person knowing what you give. For fur-

ther information see Mr John Allan. 

The Sanctuary Refurbishment Steering Group: 

Our Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund now stands 

at £39,848.95. The Steering Group continue to source 

other Grant Bodies for additional funds. We are in the 

process of resubmitting an application to one of the 

bodies previously applied to. This is the reason you 

were asked to complete the forms recently. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 Tuesday 29th January 2013 at 7.30 pm a Joint 

meeting of the Church Trustees. 

           Sunday  17th March 2013 (directly after morn-

ing worship) Stated Annual Meeting.   

 

  I now take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New 

Year for 2013.  
 

God Bless you all, 

 Notes from  The Clerk to the Congregational Board                                       November/December  2012 

Gordon Ross 

The GUILD 
 

Firstly, ‘Many Thanks’ to all who attended 
Christina's Coffee Morning. The magnificent sum 
of £l05 was raised for our funds. Also we had a 
very enjoyable evening at our Fund Raiser with 
the Kilsyth Close Harmony Group and again 
thanks to all who attended.  

 

Our Christmas Party is on Wednesday, 5th 
December, 2012 and, once more, we extend a 
warm welcome to everyone who would like to 
join us for the usual mixture of fellowship and 
fun ! 

Now more details about our Dinner  on            

                                                                                               
Wednesday, 23rd January, 2013 at the Boathouse 
Restaurant.  Dinner (inclusive of Bus and Tips) -
£24.50 or just Dinner and Tips - £22.00 —and if 
you would like to come along and have not al-
ready intimated interest please contact myself 
(736499), Jess McCallum (720788) or Ann Kenny 
(Social Secretary - 732377) as soon as possible.                       

We are also having an informal evening on 
Wednesday, 16th January, 2013 and  
please feel free to join us . Meantime 
Wishing you All a Happy Christmas and 
Good New Year  from us all. 

Mary Innes (Secretary) 
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CONDORRAT  ‘SONGS of PRAISE’ 

 

This  meeting for ‘Songs of Praise’in the 

MacAuley Halls are now suspended  

until nearer Easter. 

Watch for further intimations. 

   HOUSE GROUP 
Donald Morrison our Points North  Development 

Worker has re-started meetings of the  

House Group on Thursdays at 

 15, Woodhead Place, Westfield at 7. for 7.30pm 

(Donald  at  07795 633244) 

‘Christianity Explored’ 

A course of Bible Studies : Discovering different 
characters and hoe they relate to our lives 

 Every Sunday evening in the Manse at 7pm.   

 All are welcome! 

 Please Note ….  
There are some diary dates free for  

‘Flowers  for the Sanctuary’ 
Please contact any  office-bearer  

at the church door any Sunday should you  
wish to make this donation.    

Many, many thanks to all who 

help beautify the Sanctuary each 

week with flowers ;  

and also to those who deliver 

them each week to the deserving. 

‘Parish News’.    
All articles for the February Issue should be handed to or e-mailed       

A.S.A.P. to Taylor Logan by Sunday,20th January. 
  

 e-mail to tayval@tiscali.co.uk 

Our thanks to all who promptly deliver ‘Parish News’ to our members throughout the year. 

Tea Rota 
December 
 2nd.     Mrs. Flavell , Mrs. Rankin 

  9th.     Mrs.  McRae, Mrs. E. Wales 

16th.     Mrs.  Muirhead, Mrs. Robertson 

23rd.     Mrs. McKinnon, Mrs. Henderson 

30th.     Mrs.  McCallum, Mrs. Innes 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Please continue to remember    

         our Parish in Prayer. 
 

  Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat, Lord. 
Keep protection near and danger far. 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
Circle Condorrat, Lord. 

Keep light near and darkness far. 
Keep peace within and anxiety without. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
               Shield Condorrat on every side. 

 Amen 

Why not come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee after the Services on a Sunday?         Enjoy a bit of chat and fellowship …….. you may find  you wish to help out!  
See  Mrs Mary Innes. 

Church Flowers   

December 
 

   2nd.         Mrs. McNaughton 
   9th.          Mrs. Flavell 
 16th.          Mrs McKie  
 23rd.            
 30th.          Mrs Scott  

‘Light in Darkness’ 

“IGNITE”  
Youth Service  run by Freedom City Church 

  “Light in the Fire” 
   Sunday, 4th November at 7.30pm. 

 in  Cumbernauld New Town Hall 

  Worship    by    Music Revolution 
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From the Treasurer 

Offerings (2012) 
  
Total 1st Qtr. (13wks) 
 

Total 2nd Qtr. (13wks) 

 

Total 3rd Qtr. (14wks) 
 

October (5 weeks) 
 

            Total (45 wks)       
 

 

 

 

John Allan 

   FWO          Ord.        Bank/D.D           Total          Wk Avge 
 

  £7,598        £1,499         £4,492           £13,589            £1,045 
     

  £7,281        £1,505         £4,361           £13,147            £1,011 
    

  £8,133        £1,307         £4,643           £14,083            £1,006 
 

  £2,120           £463         £1,568             £4,151            £1,038 
 

 

£25,132        £4,774       £15,064           £44,970            £1,022 

At present we are now £53/week up on offerings compared 

to last year — but down by £30/week against Budget.     

 

The Fellowship & Prayer Group 
 

Thursday Afternoons  1.30—3.pm in Church House 
- but check Sunday Intimations for variations. 

 

                         

 

Words and Phrases  from the Bible 
Some  words and phrases that we use in everyday  language come directly from the Bi-

ble. The following are some examples from the Old Testament: 
 

1. The fat of the land     (Genesis 45:18) 
“…….I will give you  the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.” 
2. By the skin of one’s teeth     (Job 19:20)                                                           
“ I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped by only the skin of my teeth.” 
3. Pride goes before a fall     (Proverbs 16:18) 
“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
4. There is nothing new under the sun     (Ecclesiastes 1:9) 
“What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again: there is nothing 

new under the  sun.” 
5. Eat, drink and be merry      (Ecclesiastes 8:15) 
          “So I command the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under 

the sun than to eat and drink and be glad.” 
6. A fly in the ointment      (Ecclesiastes 10:1) 
“Dead flies can make a whole bottle of perfume stink, and a little stupidity can cancel 

out the greatest wisdom.” 
7. Cast your bread upon the waters    (Ecclesiastes 11:1) 
“Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it again.” 
8. Woe is me for I am undone       (Isaiah 6:5)        
“ ‘Woe is me!’ I cried, ‘for I am ruined!.....’ ”    
9.        A drop in the bucket         (Isaiah 40:15)                               
 “ Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket: they are regarded as dust on the 
scales.”    
 

In the next edition we shall explore familiar words and phrases from the New 
Testament. In the mean time we, in the Prayer Group, wish you all  

a very happy, peaceful and blessed Christmas.                           

Remember:  - Boxes are available at the inner doors for prayer requests. 
Valerie Armstrong     

Tel: 737777 
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Anchor Section: Mrs Weir would like to thank 
Violet and the boys for their support when she 
was unable to attend due to family illness. 
The Section has now settled in normal activities 
on a Monday. Assisting the staff is Gordon Laird, 
Scott Corbett and Ian Abercrombie from the Com-
pany Section.  Everyone, including the staff, is 
now looking forward to the excitement and fun  
of Christmas. 
Junior Section: We had our Halloween Party at 
the end of October with all the usual games. This 
year the theme was Tattie-bogle. Three boys are 
now preparing for the Bible/College Competition 
to be held on Saturday 19th January. This will be  
followed by the Figure Marching and the PT Com-
petitions, on the 16th February which will consist 
of 12 boys for each event. 
Company Section: The Company Section took part 
in the Master Team Competition both local  

 
 
 
and national and I’m pleased to report, 
that although not winning any of these events, 
they got through to the next round on having 
gained the highest score in the National Competi-
tion. They will now be attending the next round 
which will be held in Dunfermline, well done. 
 

At the recent Remembrance Parade on the 
11th November we had an excellent turn out of 
boys from all Sections and I would like to thank 
all parents/guardians for their support on this 
important occasion. The Boy’s behaviour at 
church and on parade was impeccable  — a credit 
to all.  
 

Andrew Eadie (Company Captain) 

 Tel :- 01236611317    Mob :- 07748537621 
  

E-mail,  andy_eadie@blueyonder.co.uk      
Web page:-http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 

 BB Supplies Dept. : http://shop.boys-brigade.org.uk 

Social/Sanctuary  Refurbishment  Fundraising  Committee 

           Since my last report we have had the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 17th. November. 

Unfortunately, the ‘Town Centre’ chose the same day for their Santa Extravaganza so it was felt 

that our numbers were down ...however... thanks to a very hard working band of volunteers who 

set out stalls, tables and chairs, Santa’s Grotto and Xmas Decorations, and the Christmas Tree-so that with lots 

of lovely people who did come along to support us, we have actually made the really great sum of £1490!!      

I do feel that, for the time of year, and the economic climate, this was an amazing amount! I would also like to 

thank everyone from the Committee and the Congregation for putting so much effort and time into making 

this such a success.    Well done…………...EVERYONE!!!! 
 

          Now in the lead up to Christmas, can I remind you about our Christmas Card Board .     

Instead of writing out and sending lots of cards to your friends in the Congregation, why not just 

write one, and include a Donation of all the money you save. John Allan will open every card so 

only he will know what has been given . Last year we made over £700 — can we beat that?  
 

       The Committee plan to have one more meeting this year to decide on plans for 2013 —                  

so that you can get the dates in your diaries.  
 

   Our next  booked event is the Dinner/Dance at The Westerwood Hotel, on    

Friday, 15th. February.  This will be a 3-course Meal and a Ceilidh Band!...AND ..Tickets 

are only £25!! Tables will seat 10 folk -so why not get all your friends to come too! Tickets can be 

booked Now — but we won't be looking for ‘ticket money’ until early January. Now just ‘grab 

your partners’ and tickets, and support this venture to make it a great night for the Church and the SRF. 
 

    On behalf of the Fundraising/Social Committee can I wish everyone a very ‘Happy 

Christmas’ and say thank you all for supporting the church and getting nearer to our target 

needed for the Sanctuary Refurbishment. 
       

 

          Please remember, all these efforts are for Our Church and the more support we get, then 

hopefully     the Refurbishment Work can get started sooner rather than later.  
 

                    Margaret McCallum Convenor) Ceilidh Night — Friday, 15th February.  

mailto:andy_eadie@blueyonder.co.uk
http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk/
http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk/


 
 

CONDORRAT  GIRLS  BRIGADE 
 

On Sunday 28th October in Glasgow Cathedral, 
eleven young ladies  were commissioned as Offi-
cers in the Girls’ Brigade, one of which was Gillian 
Wardhaugh - an officer in our Company. The new 
young Officers marched in and up to the front of 
the Cathedral. The Service was very encouraging 
for the new Officers and after the singing of 
‘Christ be beside me’ ,the new young Officers 
went up to the Chancel and were commissioned 
by our Divisional Chaplain Joanna Love and Jenni-
fer Major Divisional Commissioner. The minister 
of the Cathedral, Rev D Whitley presented the 
girls with their badges. As President, I offered the 
right hand of friendship and I had a tear in my eye 
when I reached Gillian -- for in my minds eye. I 
still see a little 5 year old in a red jumper coming 
to Girls’ Brigade with her Mum and two sisters. 
Gillian’s Mum, Dad and sisters were all there to 
see her Commissioned. After the service the girls 
marched out to meet  Parents and Friends and 
many photos were taken. The Girls’ Brigade Com-
pany from the Cathedral also served tea and bis-
cuits which were very much appreciated. 

Sleepover: The night of the sleepover had ar-
rived. The Hall was opened at 7.30pm and all ar-
rived with Sleeping-bags, Lilo’s and Fluffy Blan-
kets. Nicola and Gillian had set up the telly, with 
DVD’s at the ready for the nights entertainment. 
Everyone  ‘pooled’ their goodies - and what a col-
lection we had! Orders of Pizza for supper were 
taken, delivered and consumed after which we 
settled down to watch DVD’s, listened to music and 
just chatted. The last girl went to sleep at 4am! 

At 9 am, Captain Fraser arrived to make us rolls 
and sausage! We tidied up and got ready to go into 
church at 11am. We were really surprised when Mr 
Baird said that there would be a retiral collection for 
us ! We have raised £202.50 for the Refurbishment 
Fund. ‘Thank You All’ - the Brigaders. 

 

What can I say about the Remembrance Day Service? 
The Girls did their Company proud. The turnout was 
good and their behaviour perfect. This goes for both 
Boys and Girls. It was good to march up to the new 
Memorial and take part in the service – and it was a 
lovely gesture for the Community Council  to give the 
Girls crosses to put down at the Memorial. 

All Girls are now looking forward to making deco-
rations and cards for Christmas and having a party - 
with perhaps a Special Visitor? 

                           Mrs S Fraser (Captain) 
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How many Faces can YOU see?? 

HAVE A GOOD DAY….EVERY DAY! 
 

Believe that you're special, 

       through the hurt and the pain, 

            for sunshine will come, after the rain. 

Hold on to your dreams, let them not die 

       and live not in torment by questioning why? 

The answers are somewhere and sometimes unkind, 

            with so many reasons you will never find. 

Be true to yourself, don't be what you're not, 

        for often you'll find, you're all that you've got. 

Don't become battered by games people play 

           and don't take to heart what others may say. 

You've got so much life and so much to give, 

               go out and enjoy it, go out there and live! 

Though heartaches are many and tears they will flow, 

        the more that you live the more you will grow. 

There are many that love you, don't ever forget, 

               let the past be a lesson, you do not regret. 



 

  PARISH NEWS (10) 

MISSION PARTNER 
 

A new letter has been received from our 

Mission Partners. 

It has been posted on the noticeboard in the 

Tea/Coffee Room  

Prayer for January 
 

Dear Lord of love, of light and life, 
Go with us through the year, 
Be close to us and those we love, 
Dispelling doubts and fear. 
Be near us in our troubled times, 
In sadness or distress, 
Please send a gentle healing balm 
And quiet happiness. 
 

Be near to us as spring returns 
And lift our hearts anew, 
So as the earth awakes once more 
Our faith and joy renew. 
Be close to those who are in need 
And let their way be clear, 
Dear Lord of all our hopes and 
dreams, 
Go with us through the year. 

SANCTUARY  

REFURBISHMENT 

FUND. 
 

If you use WFO envelopes 

here’s another way to help 

donate to the Fund. 
 

    Attached to December’s   

envelope there is an ‘extra, 

undated one’. 
 

   Why not use this envelope 

for a Christmas/New Year 

Donation to the Fund — 

and we shall also receive 

full Gift Aid.    

Ed. 

Watchnight Service 
Saturday 24th December 

at 11.30pm 

 Community Carol Singing  
from 11.pm. 

 
Family Christmas Morning Service 

at  10.30 am. 

Cumbernauld CONDORRAT 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

 

Annual  

‘Carols by Candlelight’ 
Service 

 

Sunday 16th December 

at 7.00 pm 

‘Come and join the Celebration’ 



 

     Condorrat Parish Church 
 

 

 
 

 

Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund 
Christmas Card Gift Aid Donation 

 

              Instead of handing out Christmas Cards to all your friends in the 
church and perhaps missing some why not write out ONE CARD FOR ALL 
to be displayed in the Tea/Coffee Room?  

Now with the money saved you are asked to make a dona-
tion to  our Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund! 

In order that we can recover the Tax on your donation: 
please also complete the attached form ,  

enclose it in your Christmas Card envelope  

    and place them in the ‘Post Box’ in the Church vestibule. 

In  aid  of  the  Sanctuary  Refurbishment  Fund 

To allow us to claim back the TAX on your donation please complete: 
 
Full name         ……………………………………………………. 
 

Address             ….…………………………………………………. 
 

                              ……………………………………………………. 
 

Postcode             ……………………………. 
 

Date                     ……………………………….. 
 
OR  Weekly Giving Envelope No.    ……………………… 
 
This can be used if you have filled in a Tax Declaration. 
If you have NOT then we cannot reclaim the Tax. 
Please speak to John Allan for a Declaration Form. 
 
As a UK Taxpayer I acknowledge that I must have paid an amount of Income  
Tax or Capitol Gains equal to the tax deduction from this donation. 



 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
at 

Episcopalian Church of the Holy Name 
Monday 10th December 

               at 7.30 –8.30pm 
 
 
 

 
 

All are welcome to join in reflections 
on the message of Christmas 

 in Today’s World. 
 

( Tea & Coffee served from 7. pm )  

& 
Christian                     3rd World              

Aid                            Group 

Cumbernauld   
Annual  

‘Festival of Light’ 
 Carol  Service 

 

Sunday 9th December 

at 7.30 pm 
 

KILDRUM PARISH CHURCH 

‘Come and join the Celebration’ 

Donation -£2   & Children –Free 

The Meaning of  the ‘12 Days of Christmas’. 
There is one particular Christmas Carol that has 

always baffled people. What in the world do leaping 

lords, French hens, swimming swans and especially the 

partridge who won’t come out of the pear tree have to do 

with Christmas? 

From 1558 to 1829  Roman Catholics in England 

were not permitted to openly practice their faith, so 

someone wrote this carol during that era. 

Each element in the carol has a code word for a 

religious reality which children could remember.  
 

1. The ‘partridge in the pear tree’ was Jesus. 

2. ‘Two turtle doves’ were the Old & New Testaments. 

3. ‘Three French hens’ stood for Faith, Hope and Love. 

4. ‘Four calling birds’ were the four gospels of Mat-

thew , Mark, Luke and John. 

5.  ‘Five Golden rings’ recalled the Torah or Law, the 

first   five books of the Old Testament. 

6.  ‘Six geese a laying’ stood for the six days of crea-

tion. 

7.  ‘Seven swans a swimming’ represented the seven-

fold gifts of the Holy Spirit; Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, 

Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership and Mercy. 

8. ‘Eight maids a milking’ were the eight beatitudes. 

9. ‘Nine ladies dancing’ were the nine fruits of the 

Holy Spirit; Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Good-

ness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control. 

10. ‘Ten lords a leaping ‘ are the Ten Commandments, 

11. ‘Eleven pipers piping’ stood for the eleven faithful 

disciples 

12. ‘Twelve drummers drumming’ symbolised the twelve 

points of belief in the Apostles Creed. 

  

So that is your history lesson for 

today.  Gordon Ross 


