
Parish News 
C o n d or r at  Pa r i s h  Chu rch  

   I was looking at the War Memorial in the 

Church where there are twenty names from the First 

World War inscribed. I plan to read these names on 

Remembrance Sunday at some time during the Ser-

vice so that their sacrifice may be more fully ac-

knowledged and it give us time to think of each one. 

It is hard to imagine just how big an impact this loss 

of so many from Condorrat - every family must have 

been affected. It reminds us that not only individuals 

suffered but the whole community in so many differ-

ent ways. At this time of ‘Remembering’ we do not 

only think of the past and pay our tributes but we 

cannot miss the opportunity to continue to pray for 

peace. 

The Youth Organisations of the Church will 

be present and take an active role and it is humbling 

to see young people taking time to come out and be 

part of a Community Event. After all, we pass on the 

baton of community memories to them, provide 

memories and we start traditions for them. 

It has been a busy time with the schools and 

Marion and I have managed to visit each one every 

month throughout the term, and will do so through-

out the school year. There were many imaginative 

Harvest events and the pupils who arranged them are 

a credit to the school and their families. The young 

people in our area are very talented and have a con-

fidence which has come from involvement in pro-

ducing programmes and Assemblies . Please remem-

ber all Teachers and Support Staff who go about 

their work so well in schools and that our young 

people are kept safe and can grow and flourish. 

 

 

I was involved in the ‘Think Pink’ Day in the 

Antonine Shopping Centre as I am the Chaplain 

there. No – I did not dye the hair, but had loads of 

‘pink’ on and the day was very successful. The Kiss-

ing Booth seemed to do well (No – I was not on that 

either). I just stuck to helping the Tombola as I was 

one of the few who knew where everything was on 

the table. It was a real privilege to be there and to 

hear the stories and to chat to so many different peo-

ple. To see a wee one’s face light up with a wee 

sticker and some sweets was a complete joy. It was 

so good to see all the shop owners and shop workers 

coming together to make the day such a success. 

Would you mind including all the workers of the 

Antonine Centre and Phase 1 Centre in your 

prayers? Life in retail is not so easy! 

I talked about Remembering and now I would 

like to look to the future and what is ahead of us as a 

church. After the Craft Fair, the Christmas Fair this 

month and then Advent will be upon us. We look to 

the Light of Christ in the darker days, that light 

which shines for us and gives us comfort and 

strength. The bright lights of the shops and the can-

dles will send out a beacon of light reminding us of 

the ‘ Light of the World’ Jesus Christ. In even the 

darkest place he is there for us, in even the most 

hopeless-looking situations Christ will prevail be-

cause Jesus can redeem any situation. Therefore let 

us have heart in the days ahead, even when life gets 

hectic and we get distracted  take some time and  

‘Be Still’. 

May God’s blessing rest on you all  

   and remain in your hearts. 

Grace Saunders 

My Friends, 
2014 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY   SERVICE  

9th November  at  10.30am 
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TREASURER 
 

 

 
 

HALLS LETTING 
 

Mrs. Helen Moir                Tel: 734203 

CHURCH OFFICER 
 

Mr. John Graham               Tel: 611222 

SESSION CLERK 
 

Mr. Harvey Baird               Tel: 729963 

 
CLERK to the BOARD 

 

Mr. Gordon Ross                Tel: 728160 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mrs. Anne Russell                   Tel: 611087 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders 
 

(Tel. 01236 452090)  

SUNDAY  SERVICE:  
 

     Morning Worship in the Church Sanctuary 
           &  Sunday Club……………………………….11.00 a.m. 

 

 ( Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Hall after the Service  )   
- All Welcome - 

  

Communion  Services (1st Sun –March; June; September; December)….......11 am  &  6.30pm. 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

Auxiliary Minister 

Rev. Marion Perry 
(e-mail: perryask@hotmail.com) 

Session Clerk 

Harvey Baird   Tel: 01236 729963 

Monday 

 BB Anchor Boys                 Hall  6.30pm 
 Choir                                 Church  7.00pm 
 
Tuesday 

Girls’ Brigade             
                         Explorers            Hall   6.30pm 
     Juniors & Brigaders          Hall    7.30pm 
 

Wednesday  

The Guild (alternate weeks)      Hall   7.30pm 
  
Thursday  

Prayer Group           Ch. House  1.30pm 
 
Boys’ Brigade 
       Junior Section              Hall   7.00pm 
      Company Section       Hall    7.00pm 

Weekly Diary 
 

Sunday Welcome Team   
 

November 2014 

 
 

2nd                          Mr J Moir & Team 5. 

 

 9th                 Mr. J Newlands & Team 1. 

 

16th                  Mr R Maclean & Team 2. 

 

23rd             Mrs L McKeown & Team 3. 

 

30th                     Mrs A Russell  Team 4. 

 

 

 



Hi Folks , 

I start this month by recording a ‘Thank 

You’ to all who donated goods or cash for Glas-

gow City Mission at our Harvest Service and for 

which we have received their very grateful thanks.  

Now briefly looking back to the Service 

in October for the Dedication of our Church Or-

ganisations. By having a Baptism also at this Ser-

vice, the Church was absolutely packed which was 

somewhat harassing but, more importantly, very 

encouraging. All present, from our organisations 

and the youngest member of the Sunday School to 

the most Senior Member of the Guild,, were a 

credit to themselves and their Organisation. We 

are fortunate to have such ‘active organisations’ 

with such dedicated leaders!  

        At the time of writing, Remembrance 

Sunday (Service starting at 10.30am) is a couple 

of weeks away but this too will be a very ‘busy 

service’. Formal ‘Invitations’ to it have been sent 

to all bodies/groups who normally join us and 

positive responses received from most. Looking 

further ahead to future services which you may 

wish to note in your diary are ‘Carols by Candle-

light’ on the evening of Sunday 14th December; 

and the ‘Watchnight’ Service on  Christmas Eve- 

(this will actually begin with Carol Singing from 

11p.m.!!); and then a short service on Christmas 

Day. At moment a time for that has yet to be fixed 

so please watch/listen for Intimation of that. It 

would be remiss of me not to remind you that 

Sunday 7th December is Communion Sunday 

and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be 

celebrated at 11 am and at the less formal Evening 

Service at 6.30p.m.  

I have to report the Mrs. Joan Ward has re-

cently decided to give up being the Administrator 

of our Website and I place on record our thanks to 

her for her work on it. The Kirk Session has 

agreed that Mr. McKeown (husband of our Elder 

Lorna McKeown) should take over and so we are 

grateful to him for volunteering to do this for us.    

 

I am not sure how many in the congregation 

look at our Website (I have heard it said it’s more 

likely to be visited by people browsing and/or 

looking for information about us) but I would sug-

gest you consider taking a look. Two things about 

it occur to me. First, it is important that it is kept 

up to date so if you happen to see anything that is 

missing from it or needs updating please do pass 

the specific details to any Elder so that steps can 

be taken to keep things right.  While on the sub-

ject of websites, I know that the addresses for 

those of our Boys Brigade Company, and for the 

Five Congregations of the Church of Scotland in 

Cumbernauld do appear in Parish News so you 

might wish to consider having a look at one or 

both of these too. (Please don’t think any of this 

means I know anything about websites – some-

thing bordering on the complete reverse would be 

closer to the mark!) 

As the minister was on holiday (a well-

deserved break), the October meeting of the Kirk 

Session was moderated (i.e. chaired) by Rev 

Marion Perry. This was a novel and slightly 

daunting experience for her but I am glad to say 

she did very well. I’ve looked through my notes of 

that meeting and other than commenting that a 

number of matters mentioned last month are under 

continuing discussion there isn’t anything I par-

ticularly need to draw to your attention. 

 

That’s all meantime....... so until our next 

Parish News..... 
 

May God bless,  

        guard and guide you. 

Harvey Baird         
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For those ‘On Line’ :  A reminder that for 

News of the Five Congregations of the 

Church of Scotland in Cumbernauld   

check our blog at 

www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 
Tricia Coe 

  Notes from…..The Session Clerk    November 2014 

NOTE:  

You can view and perhaps print off 

‘Parish News’   in colour   

from our Web-site at:    

condorratparishchurch.org.uk 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
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Baptism:   Jesus said, “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptise them in the name of the            

                                      Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you”. 

  October 
 

    5th      Erica Sonvico           daughter of Chris and Victoria Sonvico Brown    of  Glasgow 

    26th
       Rose Sharkey        daughter of Gary Sharkey and Terri Higgins     of Ravenswood. 

 

Church Register 

Deaths:             “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.” 

 

October 

                8th             Louisa Duncan                      Carrickstone. 

(* member) 

Marriages :                 “Those whom God has joined together” 
 

November 
 

         1st              Craig McLean and Lesley Ann McIntosh ..of. Condorrat. 
 

The Fellowship & Prayer Group 
The Group meet in Church House  

on  Thursdays from  1.30pm. 

All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship, Discussion and Prayer. 

           All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for 

teaching the truth; rebuking error; correcting faults; and 

for giving instruction for right living. 

2Tim. 3:16,17. 

  Valerie Armstrong        
(737777) 

‘...If one of you wants to be great, he must be-

come the servant of the rest.....’       (Mark 10: vs 43.) 
 

William Wilberforce came from a privileged 

background and was educated at Cambridge Univer-

sity. At the age of 21 he was elected to Parliament 

and hailed as a brilliant orator and politician. He ad-

mitted that during his first years there he did nothing 

of any purpose despite how people looked up to him. 

The change came about when he met John New-

ton (author of ‘Amazing Grace’). Newton, a former 

slave-ship captain, had found Christ and conse-

quently repented of his old life. Through his friend-

ship with Newton, Wilberforce came to believe that 

his own life’s purpose was not about achieving per-

sonal greatness but about serving others and so he 

committed his life to Christ. 

In 1787, Wilberforce initiated a campaign to 

make Great Britain aware of the atrocities of slavery 

and to vote for its abolition. In this he faced a great 

deal opposition, but he persevered for he knew that 

the lives of millions of people were at stake. 

Finally, in 1807, the Slave Trade Act, outlawing 

slavery, was passed in the House of Commons. 

Twenty-six years later, near the end of Wilberforce’s 

life, slavery was abolished throughout the British 

Empire and soon after, in the United states\of Amer-

ica, 

This all happened because one man, who had found 

Christ, decided to live by the principle...... 

‘...through love, to serve one another...’ 

( Galatians 5: vs13 ) 

When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have  

a single bit of talent left and could say, I used everything you gave me. –Erma Bombeck 



The Social Committee        (November) 

 
The Ladies Lunch and Fashion Show on 

October 4th was a resounding success and has 
raised £2,610 with more to follow from Gift Aid. 
This Annual Event has become very popular so 
will be repeated next year. 

The other event in October was the Coffee 
Morning and Craft Fayre. In spite of poor 
weather we had a fair ‘turn-out’ and raised the 
sum of £555  for church funds! 

Next date for your calendar will be the 
Christmas Fayre on November 29th with the 
‘guest appearance’ of a certain gentleman. This 
year, Thornton's are sending Staff to write 
names on Advent Calendars donating £1 to our 
Church for every one bought so do think about 
delaying buying yours until then. We are unable 
to make soup this year but are looking into alter-
natives knowing how much everyone enjoys 
this. (Watch the Intimation Sheets for updates.) 
We welcome all donations to the usual stalls al-
though there will not be a Bric-a-Brac Stall . 

In December, the ‘Christmas Card’ Board 
will be up and running and Gift Aid Forms will 
be available to include with your donation. For 
anyone new to this , you can give one card to 
everyone in the congregation and it will be on 
display for everyone to see. Inside you can in-

clude a Donation (and gift aid form where appro-
priate ) for the Church. All cards will be opened 
only by the treasurer so no one else knows the 
donation. 

 
Our Itinerary for 2015 is coming together 

so for your diaries .... 
 

February 18th:--   Fish Supper/ Beetle Drive 
March 20th: --        Ceilidh Dinner Dance at .. 

The Westerwood Hotel . Tickets 
will be £25 and can be ordered 
any time. Money will not be re-
quired until well after Christmas . 

April 18th:--     Coffee Morning and Craft Fair     
May: --        Spring Fayre (date to be confirmed) 
August :-- hopefully a Concert in the Sanctuary 
September: --     Macmillan Coffee Morning             
October 10th:-- Ladies Lunch & Fashion Show       
                                  at The Westerwood Hotel                                         
October 24th:-- Coffee morning and Craft Fair 
November 28th:       - Christmas Fayre              
December:            --Christmas Card Board 
 

    We hope there is something here for 
everyone and we look forward to your continu-
ing support. 

 

Margaret McCallum  
                                     (Social Convener) 

Hospital Visitations. 
It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early  

as possible of any members who have been hospitalised. 

Please give as much information as possible to allow time to organise visits. such                   
  as Member’s Full Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.    

1ST CONDORRAT GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

 

Not much to report this month although 
all girls have now started their Badge Work.           

The Juniors have planted bulbs as part of 
an Environmental Project. The Explorers whose 
theme is ‘Around the World’, have made Pass-
ports and as the USA was their first ‘port of call’ 
they have talked.... and talked.... about it....and 
had a taste of Popcorn(?)....and Hotdogs(?) before 
going on to learn about Totem Poles and other 
traditional American stuff with a view to perhaps 
making some things. 

 
We have also had a visit from our Organi-

sation Elder Mrs. Doreen Ross.  
On Sat/Sun of 25th November the  Bri-

gaders had a sleepover after which they attended  
Sunday Morning Worship. On the Sunday after-
noon, Cassie Connacher and Debbie McLaugh-
lin received their Commissions as Officers in 
our Company in Glasgow Cathedral. 

May Gods Blessing be with them as they 
work in the Company 

 
Sheila Fraser (Captain)  

PARISH NEWS  (5) 

Challenges are what make life interesting— and overcoming 
them is what makes life meaningful.                Joshua J. Marine  
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Cumbernauld Churches  
Together 

Remember our Parish in prayer. 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 
Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 
Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety without. 
 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

Tea/Coffee Rota 
 

November 2014 
 

  2nd   -   Mrs. M. Muirhead & Mrs. L. Robertson. 

  9th    -   Mrs. R. Morrison & Mrs M. Semple. 

16th    -   Mrs. A. Forbes & Mrs. S Graham. 

23rd    -   Mrs. M. McKinnon & Mrs. M. Henderson. 

30th    -   Mrs. J. McCallum & Mrs. M. Innes. 

Why not come along and join us 

for a cup of Tea/Coffee in the 

Halls after Sunday Services ?  

Enjoy a bit of chat and fellowship 

with others – you may find  you 

wish to help out!  
 

                              See  Mrs Mary Innes. 

The Sunday School 

 

As always, Sunday School welcomes   

all children between 3 and ll years old. 

 

We would like to Thank all Parents 

and Members of the Congregation for their 

Financial Support of the Sunday School. 

We try to be as self-financing as possible 

and really do appreciate Offerings from the 

Children, as well as Donations from others. 
 

Lesley Freeland 

 Please Note ….  
There are still some dates free for the   

‘Church Flowers  for the Sanctuary’. 

Please contact any  Office-bearer at the 

church door any Sunday should you  

wish to make this donation.    

Many, many thanks to those who beautify the Sanctuary  with flowers ;  and to those who deliver them  to the deserving each week . 

‘Next Parish News      All articles, reports, etc. should be ready and sent/passed to               
Taylor Logan for the  December Issue by ….Wed 26th Nov. 2014 

Many thanks again to All who distribute the Parish News  

promptly to the church members and adherents. 

Sanctuary Flowers 

 

November 2014 
 
 

        2nd     —     Mrs. Forrest 

        9th     —      Mrs. Coe 

       16th    —      Mrs. Dymock 

       23rd    —      Mrs. Strelley 

       30th    —               — 



Freewill Offering Bankers Order  
and Gift Aid Donations: 

 

It has come to my attention that some members may 

be concerned about confidentiality regarding their Givings 

since our past Treasurer, Mr John Allan, resigned. 

I would like to re-assure everyone that confidentiality 

still remains and that I am the only person dealing with 

these Donations. 

If any member of the Congregation who does not already 

and would like to donate through Freewill Envelopes or 

Bankers Order please speak to me in confidence. 
 

Mrs Doreen Ross  
(Freewill Offering/Gift Aid Convener) 

PARISH NEWS (7) 

Remember to bring your used 
Postage Stamps to church to help 

in the wider work of the Church 

of Scotland.                                        
(N.B. :It helps if you leave a bit of 

the envelope around the  stamp). 

 
 

I can’t believe it’s November already, how 
time flies, or is that just age catching up with me? 
You will remember last month I mentioned that we 
would be seeking professional help to prepare our 
Church accounts? Well, I am pleased to report that 
we now have the services of Mrs Marjory William-
son of Abronhill Parish Church. Marjory is a retired 
Accountant and was the Moderator of Falkirk Pres-
bytery last year. Marjory has indicated that she is 
willing to prepare our Accounts for our Trustees 
prior to going to Presbytery for attestation in 
March 2015. I wish to ‘Thank’ her on your behalf. 
Mr Clark and I have been entering our weekly in-
come and expenditures up to the end of September.  

Mrs Doreen Ross is our Weekly Freewill 
Offering and Gift Aid Convener, if you do not have 
Freewill Envelopes and would like to give to the 
Church this way please speak to her in confidence. 

The Church Halls are ‘let’ at present to 
three ‘outside Organisations ‘on a weekly basis - 
the AA, Toddler Senses (for children up to the age 
of three years), and The Dance Academy (for girls 
from the age of five to fifteen years). 

The Property Committee have carried out 
work around the Church. The Hedge has been cut 
down to a more manageable height; new grab-rails 
fitted to the Pulpit; new security lights now fitted 
around the car parks in the Church grounds. A Reg-
ister of all Keys for Church House and Halls and all 
internal doors has been collated by Mr Clark (this 
will in future be added to the Property Register). 
There have been numerous complaints regarding 
lights being left on in the Church Halls, Would All 
Organisation Leaders please ensure before leaving 
the Halls to SWITCH OFF the lights and lock all 
doors!  

The Property Committee are aware that 
there continues to be a problem with the Sound 
System and they are in discussion with a profes-
sional to resolve this matter. The Congregational 
Board made the decision that there would be One 
member from each of the Door Duty Teams respon-
sible for the Sound System.  

Our Social Committee held what is now the 
Annual Ladies Lunch and Fashion Show at Wester-
wood Hotel, which proved to be another great suc-
cess raising the fantastic sum of £2,610 was raised 
on the day.  Well done to you all! The hotel has 
been booked for next October for the 2015 Ladies 
Lunch, so add that date to your diary. A Coffee 
Morning and Craft Fayre took place on Saturday 
25th October, and although the weather was not 
very pleasant there was a good turnout. The Craf-
ters are always pleased to be present at our 
Church,  and with all those who supported this 
event in different ways the sum of £555 was 
achieved. There may still be other monies to come 
in as well. This will be followed on Saturday 29th 
November with the Annual Christmas Fayre –so 
come along and enjoy the Festivities —this is the 
event for all ages! Further events for 2015 have 
been planned as intimated in their report.  Lorna 
McKeown has resigned from the Social Committee 
due to personal commitments and we ‘ Thank’ her 
for the dedication she has shown over the many 
years on the Committee.  I also add my thanks to 
her on behalf of the Congregational Board. 

 
May God Bless each and 

everyone in the coming days. 
 
 

Gordon Ross 

Notes from  

The Clerk to the Congregational Board                     November 2014 

 

Hi Folks, 

God !......grant me the Serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change,  
Courage to change the things I can 
and Wisdom to know the difference.  
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The GUILD 
 

This month I must comment on Grace's allu-
sion in church to our Opening Night at the end of 
September - a most enjoyable evening was had by 
all members and visitors. 

A drama was enacted and then to finish we 
had "the Dance". With the help of our own "Victor 
Sylvester" we all finished "more or less on time" 
but no calls yet from "Strictly". 

We managed also to send a further 22 bags 
in the Container for Mary's Meals giving a grand 
total of 342 bags! We ‘Thank’ everyone who has 
donated faithfully over the years. 

 

 
Guild Week is from 16th to23rd November 

and we are having two Special Events:- 
On November 12th at 4 Kirkview Court, Condorrat a 
Coffee Morning is being hosted by Mrs. Christina 
Smith from 10 - 12 noon. All are welcome; & then-
Our Fund Raiser in Aid of our Projects is on 
Wednesday, 19th November at 7.30 p.m. This year 
we take a trip down memory lane with entertain-
ment from members of the Scottish Variety 
Theatre Society. Donation Tickets - priced £3.00 - 
will be on sale shortly. Please join us at any one or 
both of these events. 

Mary M. Innes  (Secretary) 

There is only one way to avoid criticism:  

do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing. –Aristotle  

1stCondorrat  

ThE BOyS’ BRIGADE 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

We have had our Halloween Parties, Junior 
Section on Thursday 30th October and Anchor 
Section on Monday 3rd November, . The theme 
for the J/S this year was ‘MONSTERS’, - BOO!! 
(sorry did not mean to give you all a fright.) 
These hopefully were handmade and not pur-
chased from the stores (much more fun for the 
parents) and as usual there were prizes for the 
best costumes. The Company Section joined us 
this year—great fun watching the older guys be-
ing wee kids again. 

 

We had an excellent turn out of Boys for 
our Dedication Service, and once again I received 
nice comments from the congregation on their 
turnout and behaviour at the Service. 

 

We are going to the Pantomime at the Pa-
vilion Theatre on Saturday 20th December at 
2.pm; I have 40 tickets and 10 for adults.         
This is open to all Sections –cost including trans-
port is £13/£16. 

 

Numbers attending this Session have risen, 
Anchor Section—18 Boys; Junior Section—24 
Boys; Company and Senior Sections  - 12 boys. 

Mr Hutton Jnr from the Junior 
Section is now a father! They have a lit-
tle boy, Noah —everybody all together 
now.....AAAHHH!          Our Congratula-
tions to Gordon and Allison from all the 
Boys and Staff of the Company. (I’ve taken the 
liberty of sending out ‘Honorary Membership 
Certificates’ to the 3 recent arrivals—Daniel, 
Noah and Callum—all of whom have close con-
nections with the Boys Brigade  -not that I’m 
touting early for recruits you understand!) 

 
The Company Section have secured the 

professional help of a Paramedic, Amanda, who 
will be teaching the boys First Aid and preparing 
them for their 1st First Aid Competition. If all 
goes well, this will be an annual event.  

We have also accepted a request from a 
young lady called Allie, to come down and assist 
us in the company. Allie is working towards her 
D of E Bronze Award and as part of her Commu-
nity Service work, she will be with us. Allie is re-
lated to Mr & Mrs Robertson. 

 

The Company Section along with members 
of Strathkelvin Battalion have attended the Brae-
head ‘Laser Tag’, Dodgems and 6D Cinema Ex-
perience. They have also taken part in the ‘BB in 
Scotland’ Cycle round the Isle of Cumbrae as part 
of the BB in Scotland 10,00K Challenge. Every-
one had a great, but very tiring, day. 

 

As mentioned in the last edition 
of the Church Magazine I have DVD’s 
of the last Camp at Dalguise, anyone 
wishing a copy please let me know.             
I also have copies of the Church Refurbishment, 
from start to finish, if anyone would like one of 
these, again, just let me know. 

 

Gareth Ramsay has been busy updating our 
web page; he’s such a clever chap, pictures old 
and new with comments from around the world 
from ex members. Thanks Gareth.  

 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 
andy_eadie@blueyonder.co.uk   

 - 01236611317/07748537621    
http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk   

BB Supplies—http://shop.boys-brigade.org.uk   


