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I must admit I was taken aback when
our Parish News Editor asked for my monthly
article! Surely not already? Where has the month
gone? In fact, we have all been caught on the hop
a bit because Easter is early this year and here we
are now, in the midst of Lent; Mother’s Day soon
upon us —never mind Holy Week which starts
five Sundays from now! It seems as if the year is
already flying in and I for one have barely caught
my breath after Christmas.
Let us look on the journey of faith which
these events take us, starting with Lent. If you
feel that you do not want to give up something
because, well let’s face it, sometimes “giving up”
is more beneficial to us than a sacrifice to remember the Lord and His journey through the desert
and the Temptations put in His way. Perhaps you
would feel better if you took up a Time of Prayer,
or a Daily Reading Programme; or go along to
the Lent Study Group. There is an opportunity to
go to a ‘Labyrinth’ set up in the Church of the
Holy Name at Seafar on Saturday 19th March
from 10am – 3pm. (I do encourage anyone who
is thinking about going to please do so, as it will
be a lovely and meaningful experience. If you
don’t want to go alone let me know and we can
go as a wee group).
The Worship Group will be organising and
taking part in the Palm Sunday Service and I look
forward to their ideas and input. It’s always great
when the people of the congregation take part in
Worship. We are very fortunate in Condorrat because we have so many talented people who are
willing to use their ‘Talents for the Lord’.

Now I wish to let you know about changes
in the Ministry Team at Condorrat. As you probably know Rev. Marion Perry has been appointed
Locum Minister to our friends in Cumbernauld
Old. However, she is only ‘on loan’, and still has
a remit to undertake some tasks with us. Marion
will still take the Service when I need to go to
Cumbernauld Old. She has already attended a
new ‘assembly’ — a Mission and Outreach
Group. They met on Monday evening (neither
Marion nor I are leading this) and they have
come up with a few good suggestions already. So
watch this space for new ideas coming forward such as a Crèche in the church on Sundays.
Finally, may I ask you to hold in your
prayers all those in the Church who are ill in hospital, recovering at home or perhaps confined in
Care Homes. Please remember our Officebearers, especially at this time of the year when
all that official ‘paper-work’ has to be completed,
signed, and gathered together. We also remember
those who are at home and less able to get out and
about but who have such an interest and heart for
the Church.
I thank God for all His blessings to us as
He leads us into the future.
May the Lord bless you and keep you
this day and forevermore.

Grace Saunders

Work out your own salvation. Do not depend on others.

Buddha
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SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship & Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

( Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Hall after Services )
- All Welcome -

Communion Services (1st Sun –March;

June; September; December)….....11 am

& 6.30pm.

Weekly Diary
Monday
BB Anchor Boys
Choir

Hall 6.30pm
Church 7.00pm

Tuesday
Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Hall 6.30pm
Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday
The Guild (alternate weeks)

Hall 7.30pm

Thursday
Prayer Group
Ch. House 1.30pm
Boys’ Brigade
Junior Section
Hall 7.00pm
Company Section
Hall 7.00pm

Sunday Welcome Teams
March 2016
6th (Morning Communion) —
Mrs D Ross Team 4.
13th. —

Mr J Moir & Team 5.

20th. —

Mr. J Newlands & Team 1.

27th. —

Mr R Maclean & Team 2.

CLERK to the BOARD

Mr. Ian Coe

Tel: 729007

TREASURER
Mrs Ann Kenny

Tel: 732377

ROLLKEEPER

Mr. John Newlands

Tel: 732632

CHURCH OFFICER

Mr. John Graham
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Tel: 611222
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Mrs. Helen Moir

Tel: 734203

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR
Mrs Patricia Coe

Tel: 729007

Sunday Intimations
Mrs. Liz Hutton
Tel: 738738
lhutton@caldervale.n-lanark.sch.uk

e-mail:

Parish News Editor
P Taylor Logan.....e-mail:.

tayval@tiscali.co.uk
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Notes from…..The

Session Clerk

Hello Folks,
Can you believe that we are now well into
Lent and Easter will be with us in just a few
weeks? The Lent study group have met once
again in Condorrat Church —every Thursday
evening until 3rd March. Our Easter Services
once again will be at 7pm on Maundy Thursday
(24th March) when the Sacrament of Communion
will be celebrated. The Good Friday Service (25th
March) will also be at 7pm. All are most welcome to both of these Services. The Easter Day
Service will start at the usual time of 11am and
we will once again have our ‘floral Cross.
On the 24th January we were delighted to
ordain two new Elders; Mrs Susan Gibson and
Mrs Helen Moir. May I take this opportunity to
wish them God’s Blessing in this journey of
Faith.
We were honoured to have the Moderator
of the Falkirk Presbytery join our Service on 7th
February and we enjoyed his participation in the
Service. Unfortunately since then he has been in
hospital. Thankfully is now home and on the way
to a full recovery. We wish him every Blessing
and hope he is well soon.
The Rev Marion Perry has now taken up
her position as Locum at Cumbernauld Old but
we will be seeing her from time to time as her
connection with Condorrat continues.
There was very enjoyable evening at our
now Annual Fish Supper/ Beetle Drive on Wed.
17th February with great fun and fellowship. I am
sure there’s a report on this in more detail elsewhere in the ‘News’.

March 2016
At the Kirk Session on Tuesday 23rd February we had the pleasure of being introduced to
Mrs Susan Boland. Mrs Boland did conduct a
Service of Worship in Condorrat back in November but since that date her contract has changed.
She had been based at Abronhill Parish Church
for almost 4 years but, from the beginning of
April, will be dividing her time equally between
Abronhill and Condorrat in her role of Family
Development Worker. She graduated in 2001
from what was then the Board of National Mission. Her aim is to bring Families, which have
some loose connection to our church, to Jesus
and into the Church. As Family Development
Worker she hopes to encourage Families by helping set up various Projects and when they are ‘up
and running’ lets them carry on with the work
while she moves on to the next Project. In Abronhill she has started the J.A.F.A Church. (similar
to Messy Church), and Christians against Poverty meetings. She tries to encourage and involve
the parents of children who attend the Youth Organisations and Sunday School to become more
involved in the life of the Church, as a whole
family. We look forward to her joining us.
Our Joint Trustees meeting was held on
16th Feb. and The Congregational Annual Meeting is on Sunday, 13th March, immediately after
the morning Service. At this meeting the Board
will submit a Statement of Accounts for 2015.
May every Blessing be yours this
Easter time and always.

Anne Russell
(Session Clerk)

Treasurer
Dear Everyone,

March 2016

Please find listed below the total Offerings for January:
2016

Freewill Offering Envelopes
and Open Plate

Bankers Order

Total

January(5 wks)

£2,895

£1,133

£4,028

Easter is early this year and I do hope that your journey through Lent is proving worthwhile and, although it
might seem premature, I wish you all A Very Happy Easter.
May God Bless You

Ann Kenny
(Treasurer)
( P A RISH N EWS)

We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties . Oswald Chambers

(3)

Church Register
Deaths:

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

February
5th.

—

Elizabeth Paice

of Condorrat.

Baptism: Jesus said, “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples:
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

February
28th.. — Callum James

son of Craig and LesleyAnn McLean

of Condorrat

Visitations.
It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any member
who has been hospitalised. Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full
Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc. to allow time to organise visits.

It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office-bearer can be informed
of any member who has been admitted to a Care Home.

OUTREACH TEAM — Crèche
As part of our work to try to attract more people to
the Church and Sunday Worship, the Outreach Team
are exploring the possibility of offering Crèche Facilities, during the morning Service, to families with
pre-Sunday School age children (i.e. up to 3yrs old).
To do this we need people to Staff the Crèche,
ideally on a rota basis depending on the numbers.

If you are be interested in helping with this please
contact Alistair Robertson (Tel: 734905) or email:
– alistairrobertson@virginmedia.com.
Your help with this would be very much appreciated.
Thanks from the Outreach Team.

Alistair Robertson

The Fellowship & Prayer Group
The Group meet in Church House on Thursdays from 1.30pm.
All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship, Discussion and Prayer.
Towards the end of this month we shall be celebrating Easter. The Bible gives us an account of Jesus’ Birth; his Ministry to others in his adult life; and
finally with his Death on a cross and subsequent Resurrection.
We believe the words of the Bible because they
were written by some people who actually witnessed
what happened.

Peter, a witness to Jesus’ ministry wrote;
‘We have not depended on ‘made-up’ stories in
making known to you the mighty coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. With our own eyes we saw his greatness’ (2 Peter vs 1-16)
We can trust the Bible because it tells about the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ who, by
his mighty sacrifice, has given us the opportunity of
everlasting life.

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.
2Tim. 3:16,17.

(4)

For those ‘On Line’ : A reminder that for News of the
Five Congregations of the Church of Scotland in Cumbernauld
check our blog at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com

Valerie Armstrong
(737777)

( P A RISH N EWS)

Notes from
The Clerk to the Congregational Board
Hello Friends,
The Trustees of our Church met on the 16th February when they reviewed, and approved the Church
Accounts for 2015, as prepared and presented by our
Treasurer Mrs Ann Kenny Kenny (ably supported by
Mrs Marjory Williamson, who has given a good deal
of help to Ann in the compilation of the Accounts)..
After some discussion, ‘Thanks’ was accorded to both
Marjory and Ann for their considerable work in producing the Accounts and Budget.
The Congregational Board met directly after
the Trustees meeting, when Mrs Kenny presented the
Budget for 2015 prepared by the Finance Committee.
The Board approved the Budget.
The Fabric/Maintenance Report given by John
Clark contained recommendations for acceptance of a
quotation for work on the manse. This was agreed by
the board. Improvements to Halls Ladies toilet facilities using funds from a legacy were also agreed. Improvements to church heating are under way. There
are to be more regular meetings of the Fabric Committee to discuss proposed works and received quotes.
The unwanted tables have been removed at a lower
than expected cost, and John was thanked for his efforts in this.
The Social/Fundraising Report by Margaret
McCallum gave details of upcoming activities - the
Fish Supper/Beetle Drive Night; (February) and a
concert by Westertones Male Voice Choir (March).
They are also proposing another Fashion Show, Craft
Fair as well as the Spring Fayre.
Helen Moir had no updates to give on Church
Lets but it was agreed that the Board should have

‘updated versions’ of the Booking Forms and Contracts in view of new Safeguarding Rules. A meeting
to start this process was held on 18th February and the
documents should be produced soon. ‘Thanks’ was
accorded to Mrs Tricia Coe for her input here.
The Annual Audit of the Accounts of the various
Organisations by Alistair Robertson and Christine
McPhail is almost complete.
Both the Accounts and the Budget will be
available for the Congregation on Sunday’s 6th &
13th March in the Vestibule, and will be presented to
the Congregation at the Congregational Annual
Meeting on the 13th March directly after Morning
Worship. (Note: Accounts and Budget are attached as
appendixes to the Minutes of the last meeting sent to
all Trustees).
At the Congregational Annual Meeting the
statistics of our Congregation will be detailed by Mrs
Anne Russell and the Accounts presented by Mrs Ann
Kenny, Treasurer and Finance Committee Convener.
She will then present the Budget for 2015 and outline
other financial matters. This will be followed by the
Election of New Members to the Congregational
Board. If you would wish to be elected or you know of
someone who wishes to be elected as a member of the
Congregational Board to serve a period of three years,
please present details, in writing of the Person, the
Person proposing them and a Seconder, to myself by
Sunday the 6th March 2016.
Meeting was closed with the saying of The Grace.

Westerton Male Voice Choir
on Wed. 16th March.
Tickets —£5.

Many thanks for all the visits, phone calls, cards
and flowers which I have received over the recent
weeks. I appreciate them very much.
Sheila Graham

Dear Friends,

I wish to thank everyone for the Kind Wishes, Prayers
and Get Well cards and phone calls, following my recent
Appendix operation. I am now hopefully on the road to recovery and hope to see you all in the near future.
With kindest regards,

Doreen Ross
( P A RISH N EWS )

Ian Coe
Easter Blessings

Social/Fundraising Group

in the Sanctuary

MARCH 2016

May God bless you this Easter-time,
As new hope is born again;
Enjoy the rebirth of the flowers
And the nesting-bird’s refrain.
As your heart stirs with wonder
At the miracles of Spring;
Let expectation; renewed faith
Invade just everything.
As Jesus proved there is no death,
But life for evermore,
Rejoice and live now...for today,
And welcome what’s in store.
Make Easter-time the very best,
Spread sunshine, love and light,
And you will find that each new day
Will be exactly right.
—Chrissy Greenslade
(5)

ers
Sanctuary Flow

Tea/Coffee Rota

March 2016

March 2016

Carson
6th — Mr.
. Ross
13th — Mrs
. Gardiner
20th — Mrs
. Lowrie
27th — Mrs

6th
13th
20th
27th

Mrs. L. Flavell & Mrs. I. Rankine
Mrs. J. McRae & Mrs. E Wales
Mrs. M. Muirhead & Mrs. P. Cantley
Mrs. R. Morrison & Mrs M. Semple

Come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee
in the Halls after Sunday Services.
Enjoy a bit of chat and Fellowship with others –
you may find that YOU wish to help out!

Many, Many Thanks to those
who beautify the Sanctuary
with Flowers ;
and to those who deliver them
to the deserving each week .

Mary Innes.

A Springtime Prayer

Please Note ….
There are still three dates free for the
‘Church Flowers for the Sanctuary’.
Please contact any Office-bearer at the church door
any Sunday should you wish to make this donation.

Cumbernauld Churches Together
— Remember our Parish in Prayer —.

Prayer for Condorrat
Circle Condorrat Lord
Keep protection near and danger far,
Keep hope within and despair without.
Circle Condorrat Lord,
Keep light near and darkness far,
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen.

Gift Aid
I would like to thank all the people who give
through the ‘little white boxes’ which we have available
to anyone wanting to donate their ‘small change’ to the
Church Funds. Remember that if you are a Tax Payer
and have filled out a Gift Aid Form we can collect an
extra 25% of your Givings from the Tax Man.
"Every little helps".... as Tesco keeps telling us.
The little boxes are available on the window-sill in the
Sanctuary Vestibule.
Doreen Ross
Gift Aid Convenor.
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Dear Lord of all seasons,
We thank you for the Spring,
We thank you for the hopefulness
The promise it can bring.
We waited for the spring’s return
Through winter dark and drear,
We longed to see the daffodils
Knowing they would appear.
Now through the sun and shadows,
Through rainy days or bright
We’ll listen for the blackbird’s song’
And reach out to the light.
Dear Lord of all the seasons’
Be with us every week
And let the springtime fill our lives
With all the joy we seek.
Iris Hesselden

The Sunday School
We've been hearing the story of
Ruth which we tied into Valentines
Day when we talked about the love
God has for us all.
Now we're working on the Easter
Story and plan to give a small gift to
the ladies on Mothers Day
As always, each week we welcome
Children between 3 and 11yrs to join our
Sunday School. The more...the merrier!¬

Lesley Freeland

Remember to bring your used Postage
Stamps to church to help in the wider
work of the Church of Scotland.
(N.B. :It helps if you leave a bit of the
envelope around the stamp).

( P A RISH N EWS)

The Social Committee March 2016
The first event of 2016 is now over. The
Fish Supper/Beetle Drive evening was once
more a great success with lots of laughs and
some very interesting beetles !! Thank you to
everyone who helped in any way at all and for
coming along on such a miserable night. We
made £534!! This was up on last year so a good
start to our year.
Next event is on Wednesday March 16th at
7pm in the Sanctuary . The 40 strong Westerton Male Voice Choir will be to entertain us
so lots of support would be great. They are not
charging us as we are Fundraisers ourselves
which is very generous. Tickets are £5 (with Tea
and Cakes served at the interval) either from
myself or ‘at the door’ on the night. Friends and
family are more than welcome . . (Donations of
home baking will be very welcome on the night)

The GUILD -

March 2016

By the time you are reading this we shall
have had our Speaker, Sandra Graham, about her
‘Pilgrimage to Santiago’ Now ‘Just walking in the
rain’ has taken on a whole new meaning! We
then had a Speaker from ‘Caring for the Family’
which is our2nd Guild Project for this session.
This month, on the 9th March we have a
Speaker from the British Red Cross and on 30th
we have an evening with ‘HATS’. (What’s all that
about? you ask. Why not come along and see?)
Coming up:
Our Spring Tea is later this year—20th,
April and entertainment is by ‘The Jolly Beggars’. This again is in aid of our Projects. Donation Tickets are £4 and available shortly.
As usual we welcome everyone who would
care to join us on any of these dates.

Mary M. Innes
(Secretary)

Next Parish News

All articles, Reports, etc. for April 2016
Issue should be ready and sent/passed to
Taylor Logan by Thursday 24th March
We are grateful to all those who faithfully deliver the ‘News’ to our Members.
( P A RISH N EWS)

Other dates for your diaries:
April 16th -- Craft Fair/Coffee Morning
May 14th --- Spring Fayre
October 18th ---Ladies Lunch/Fashion Show
October 22nd--Craft Fair/Coffee Morning
November 26th-- Christmas Fayre .
Other events are in the pipeline and details will
follow .
We look forward to seeing you all at our
events and hope you will enjoy them .

Margaret McCallum
(Social Convener)
(01236

728086 /07799281876)

Easter Diary:
Sat. 19th March —‘Labyrinth’ at Church of the
Holy Name in Seafar..10am-3pm.
Sun. 20th Mar. — Palm Sunday.
Thur. 24th Mar. — Maundy Thurs Service and
Communion..7pm.
Fri. 25th Mar. — Good Friday Service at 7pm.
Sun. 27th Mar. — Easter Day Service.

Draw Apart and Rest Awhile
Rest awhile when cares oppress you.
From the busy world retreat.
Seek escape from noise of traffic
And the sound of passing feet.
You will hear a secret message
Something you will need to know;
Something that will give you strength
When back into the crowds you go...
Find a wood, a stream, a stile.
Turn aside and rest awhile.
Rest awhile when tired and troubled
In a green and quiet place Find healing and delight where leafy
Branches interlace Over softly running water.
In the peace of solitude There’s a kind and gentle Spirit
That dispels the anxious mood And changes frowns into a smile
Come..draw apart and rest awhile
Patience Strong

(7)

1st Condorrat
The Boys’ Brigade
Hi Everyone,
Anchor Section numbers have increased since the
last edition of Parish News. We now have 22 Boys(!)
and I have no doubt that this trend will continue.
Mr Walker, the Church Elder for our Anchor
Boys came to see them ‘in action’ on Monday, 15th
Feb. Mrs Weir took the Boys through their programme
of marching, games and crafts. The Boys also took the
time to send a very large “Congratulations Card” to
the Junior and Company Sections for their efforts at
their recent Competitions. This was very well received
by all the J/S and C/S Boys and is now pinned up on
the BB Notice-board. Mrs Weir has also organised a
visit a visit from our local Police and Ambulance Services. I’m sure this will give great fun and excitement,
and hopefully, the Boys will learn a wee bit more of
what is involved and how these Services work.
14 Boys from the Junior Section were at Lenzie Union Church Halls on Saturday, 13th Feb. for the
District Figure Marching and PT Competitions. I am
really delighted to report that they WON both events
— repeating last year’s performance! I was present as
an observer and I was most impressed by the way the
routine for the marching was executed —- even with a
minor error, which could have been disastrous. The
Boys quickly rectified their mistake and recovered
enough to carry on and collect the points required.
The PT, which included some quite difficult exercises,
was a joy to watch. Their timing and overall performance was excellent. It was hard to believe that leading
up to the competition the Boys were finding it quite
difficult to remember the exercises and timing. Well
done Boys! — and Mr Russell, O-in-C.
12 Boys from the Company Section attended
St Mary’s Church Kirkintilloch on Friday 12th Feb. for

The Girls Brigade
Hi Folks
On Tuesday, 23rd February as part of the
Brigadiers Badge-work we held a Quiz Night, to
raise money for ‘Kit for Kenya’ where every £1
raised will go towards an item of a Girls or Boys
Brigade uniform for a young person in Kenya.
We have also raised money for its ‘Good to
Give’ — a children’s Cancer Charity where all
money received goes towards helping families
with a child suffering from cancer make their
day to day living easier.

(8)

the District Squad Drill Competition. (Last time they
won this event was 2009!) This was either going to be
a “take part” exercise to gain experience, or ‘try for a
place’ in what we were told ‘is a very High Standard
event’. I’m glad to say that it was latter, for not only
did they win a place.... they came FIRST!!
My day may not have started very well, but it definitely finished on a High!.......Well done guys!—and
Mr Ramsay who led them onto the floor.
I would like to thank all Officers, Parents and
Carers for their dedication and help in the lead-up to
these events. 1st Condorrat Boys Brigade has always
had a good reputation in the Brigade, both local and
nationally and it’s great to see that it’s Tradition lives
on in today’s young members.
1935 was the year our Company was founded;
and in 2015, we celebrated our 80th Anniversary.
Today, in 2016 we continue to remember, re-live, and
enjoy the stories from the past. The majority of our
present Company are proud owners of the 1st Condorrat “Hoodie”! While not part of the uniform, this item
of clothing, which I hope the boys will enjoy wearing,
will at the same time promote a great BB Company.
I have asked Mr Alexander (as a former Captain) to put together a small Committee to arrange
some sort of ‘get together’ to help celebrate and bring
our 80th year to a fitting and memorable close.
Watch out for information through the local paper and the social media.
Contacts:Mrs Weir (Anchor Boys)...-...........07547090395
Mr Ramsay.(Junior Section)...-.......07903289245
Mr Russell.(Company Section)....-...07845768966
Andrew Eadie - 07748537621/
weeandy222@gmail.com
http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk

Andrew Eadie
(Company Captain)

We have raised around £200 which is an
amazing achievement and we would like to
‘Thank’ EVERYONE who came along and gave
up their Tuesday night for these two wonderful
Charities .
The Officers and Girls are now finalising
their Badge-work and getting ready for Parents
Night on the 17th May. After that we are off too
Camp to which everyone going is really getting
excited about

Nicola Hutton
first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com

(Officer)

Whether one believes in a religion or not, and whether one believes in rebirth or not,
there isn't anyone who doesn't appreciate kindness and compassion.
Dalai Lama ( P A RISH N EWS)

