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My Friends,

Now that Easter has passed we
move on very aware of the wonder and joy which
Easter brings. The Services this year on Thursday
and Friday evening as well as Easter morning were
well attended and this is a great witness to the
Christian Faith. The experience of fellowship and
joy was something special, so ‘Thanks’ to everyone
who attended.
Talking about church attendance, I was reading an article on the Church of Scotland website,
about a book called the “Invisible Church”. The
author is researching the Christian Faith in Scotland and has discovered that there are many more
Christians than we hear about and that the decline
is nothing like the numbers quoted in the media.
I have often thought that myself, especially the
church numbers. The Church records how many
people are on the ‘Roll’ but not how many attend
who are not church members. In doing this they
miss out on a sizeable number of faithful people.
This should give us heart that the Faith is strong
and that the church is thriving.
The season of Easter reminds us that the
Christian Faith is one where we look out of our
comfort zone to the wider world. Not to conform
but to be part of it so that our influence is felt in all
walks of life. We are the hands and feet of God
and our daily work takes the message of love in
action everywhere we go. After all Jesus walked
among the people; he talked about everyday things
to help people understand; and he treated each
person equally. He always got to the heart of the
matter and was never influenced by people in
power or the excuses folk make to justify an action.
It is the same for us, he sees the heart of
each one of us and knows the truth about us; no
excuses, no little white lies or economy with the
truth. He sees us and forgives us and leads us to a
better way of life. Look at Peter who was so adamant that he would never leave Jesus and yet he

denied Jesus so quickly and effortlessly. Yet, Jesus
restored Peter and showed forgiveness in such a
gracious way. He does so for us and His forgiveness is through and complete, there is no need to
drag up old memories - or, as ‘Corrie Ten Boom’
always said. “Your sins are thrown into the sea and
God puts up a sign saying - No Fishing”.
I am pleased to say that Rev. Marion Perry is
settling in as locum to Cumbernauld Old and is
enjoying her experience. She is still here at Condorrat helping out and has been along to meetings,
and is part of the new Outreach Group. I have
holidays in April for 8 days and Marion will cover
the Pastoral Care while the Rev. Neil Barclay will
conduct the Service. I am sure he will receive a
warm welcome from everyone as he retired from
Abronhill and I am sure some will remember him.
I was very pleased to attend Easter Services
in two of the Primary Schools this week and have
one to do next week. What was most pleasing was
that in both schools the account of the events leading up to Easter were read out by pupils and
formed the bulk of the Services. It was wonderful
to hear the confident way the pupils read in public
- there are some very talented speakers in our area.
I have just remembered that when you read
this I will be celebrating 5 years with you as your
Minister. I would like to thank everyone for their
support in that time and I look forward to many
years with you yet. It always depends on God’s
plan for us all but I do believe that this is where
He wants me to be.
May the Lord bless you and keep you
this day and forevermore.

Grace Saunders

Cumbernauld :Condorrat Parish Church
Minister

Rev. Grace Saunders

Auxiliary Minister

Rev. Marion Perry
(e-mail: perryask@hotmail.com)

Session Clerk

(Tel. 01236 452090)

Mrs Anne Russell
Tel: 01236 611087

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship & Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

( Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Halls after Services )
- All Welcome -

Communion Services (1st Sun –March; June;

September; December)….....11 am

& 6.30pm.

Weekly Diary
Monday
BB Anchor Boys
Choir

Hall 6.30pm
Church 7.00pm

Tuesday
Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Hall 6.30pm
Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday
The Guild (alternate weeks)

Hall 7.30pm

Sunday Welcome Teams
April 2016
3rd. —

Mrs. L. McKeown & Team 3.

10th. —

Mrs D. Ross & Team 4.

17th. —

Mr J. Moir & Team 5.

24th. —

Mr. J. Newlands & Team 1.

Thursday
Prayer Group
Ch. House 1.30pm
Boys’ Brigade
Junior Section
Hall 7.00pm
Company Section
Hall 7.00pm
CLERK to THE BOARD

Mr. Ian Coe

Tel: 729007

TREASURER

Mrs Ann Kenny

Tel: 732377

HALLS LETTING

Mrs. Helen Moir

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR

Mrs. Patricia Coe

Tel: 732632

CHURCH OFFICER

Mr. John Graham
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Tel: 611222

Charity No.: SCO 11839

Tel: 729007

Sunday Intimations

ROLLKEEPER

Mr. John Newlands

Tel: 734203

Mrs. Liz Hutton
e-mail:

Tel: 738738
lhutton@caldervale.n-lanark.sch.uk
Parish News Editor

P Taylor Logan.......e-mail: tayval@tiscali.co.uk
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Notes from…..The

Session Clerk

Hello Folks,
We are now into April and it is lovely to see
the new growth all around and the new lambs in the
surrounding fields. We celebrated Easter last weekend
with our services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and of course on Easter Sunday. This Service was
wonderful with the Transformation of the Cross
adorned by the daffodils. This was greatly admired
and commented on by the many visitors who attended
the service and it is lovely to see it now outside the
Church.
At the last Kirk Session we began with our
PVG (Safeguarding) Training. Mrs Margaret Stewart, a Safeguarding Trainer from 121 George Street in
Edinburgh and Mrs Kirsty Nicholson the Safeguarding Co-ordinator from Falkirk Presbytery attended
our meeting to deliver the training in the Sanctuary.
This was a most informative session and I think enjoyed by everyone. Now, although we do not anticipate any problems whatsoever, we do need to know
how to deal with them if the occasion arises.
As the bulk of the evening was taken up with
the Training Session only urgent business was dealt
with and the remainder will be addressed at the next
meeting in April.
All of our rolls and records were duly attested
by Falkirk Presbytery on March 15th and with only a
couple of minor amendments all were found to be in
order.
Our Auxiliary Minister the Rev Marion Perry is
settling well into her role as Locum in Cumbernauld
Old Parish and has also been in attendance at meetings in our Church so we are all keeping up to date
with her.
Old life story.......
An elderly Chinese woman had two large pots, each
hung on the ends of a pole which she carried across
her neck. One of the pots had a crack in it while the
other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water and at the end of the long walks from the
stream to the house, the cracked pot arrived only half
full.
For a full two years this went on daily, with the
woman bringing home only one and a half pots.
Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of
its own imperfection, and was miserable that it could
only do half of what it had been made to do.
After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman one day by the stream~
'I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my
side causes water to leak out all the way home.

April 2016
We are delighted to welcome two new members by Transference of Lines into our Congregation.
On behalf of the Kirk Session I extend them both a
very warm welcome.
Our last Social Event was held in the Sanctuary. As part of the conditions for the Grants we received for the Refurbishment we are to use the Sanctuary to host (suitable) Community events. This was
our second event —the first one being the Maasai
Warriors back in the Autumn of 2015. The Westerton
Male Voice Choir gave a superb performance on
March 16th and I am sure everyone who attended will
remember (and trying to puzzle out) for a long time
the ‘Family song saga’ which was the last solo of the
evening. The gentlemen of the choir have said that
they immensely enjoyed their evening with us and
would love to come back again sometime in the future. The home baking also ‘went down a treat’ and I
think a few ‘doggie bags’ found their way back to
Bearsden.
Mrs Susan Boland our new part time Families
Worker will be with us from the beginning of April to
take up her duties. We are looking forward to her arrival and her plans are for Condorrat Parish.

Easter reminds us that Hope must never be
lost - for as dark as the road may seem there’s
always Light at the end of it. May all your
prayers be fulfilled.
God Bless

Anne Russell
(Session Clerk)
The old woman smiled, 'Did you notice that there
are flowers on your side of the path, but not on the
other pot's side?' 'That's because I have always known
about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your
side of the path, and every day while we walk back,
you water them. For two years I have been able to
pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table.
Without you being just the way you are, there would
not be this beauty to grace the house.'

Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it's the
cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives
together so very interesting and rewarding. You've
just have to take each person for what they are and
look for the good in them.
So, to all those ‘cracked-pot ’ folk out there, have a
great life and remember to smell the flowers on your
side of the path!

For those ‘On Line’ : A reminder that for News of the Five Congregations of the Church
of Scotland in Cumbernauld check our blog at..www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
Tricia Coe
( P A RISH N EWS)
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Church Register
Deaths:

(*member)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

March*
2nd
3rd
15th
17th
21st

Katherine CUMMING
Alexander CAMPBELL
William PENMAN
James DONNELLY*
Marge GEMMELL*

of
of
of
of
of

Westfield
Cumbernauld
Condorrat
Carrickstone
Balloch

Muriel SHERRIFF*

of

Darroch Nursing Home

April
2nd

Baptism: Jesus said, “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples:
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
March

27th.. — Sophie Nicole

daughter of Robert and Donna Patrick

of Condorrat

Visitations.
It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any member
who has been hospitalised. Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full
Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc. to allow time to organise visits.

It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office-bearer can be informed
of any member who has been admitted to a Care Home.

The Fellowship & Prayer Group
The Group meet in Church House on Thursdays from 1.30pm.
All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship, Discussion and Prayer.
‘Ever since God created the world, His invisible qualities, both His eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly seen; they are perceived in all the things that God has made.’
Romans 1: vs 20.
Jill Briscoe wrote about a conversation she once had
with a group of teen-agers on a city street which stood at
a gateway to the beautiful English Lake District.
One of the boys stated ‘Just show me God and I’ll
believe.’ Jill asked if he had ever taken a country walk
and appreciated the fabulous scenery.
‘I know what your going to say,’ he answered.
‘You’re going to tell me God made all of that. Well I
don’t believe in God. I believe that it all....just happened!’
Jill took off her watch, opened the back and showed
the boys the intricate workings. They were duly impressed.

Then, in a casual tone she said ‘This just happened.
One day all these little pieces just appeared from nowhere
and fell into place, inside this little gold case; then began
to move at just the right pace and tell the right time.’
‘Do you think we’re stupid?’ exclaimed one of the
boys. ‘That watch had to have a maker!’
‘Right ‘she answered ‘and so did flowers and trees;
and so did you and so did I.’
THEY QUICKLY GOT THE POINT.
How wonderful it is that we only have to look around
to see the power of God through the beauty of Nature.
Thanks be to our MAKER

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.
2Tim. 3:16,17.
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Valerie Armstrong
(737777)
( P A RISH N EWS)

Notes from
The Clerk to the Congregational Board
Hello Friends,
The Annual Congregational Meeting took
place after the morning service on 13th March.
The Minister opened the meeting with prayer and
followed with the minutes of the previous meeting (SAM of March 2015). These were agreed
and will be signed off. The Minister thanked the
Leaders and all those involved with the various
Church Groups and Organisations for their work
during the past year with special mention to those
who have taken on new roles in the church and
the fast learning curves they have had to endure.
Anne Russell (Session Clerk) summarised
the Statistical Returns given to Falkirk Presbytery, all of which are available in various reports.
Anne made special mention of the sad passing of
John Allan and Ian Millar and the retirements of
Harvey Baird and Gordon Ross. The future
roles of Susan Boland (New Families Worker)
and Marion Perry (on ‘loan’ to Cumbernauld Old)
were also mentioned.
Ann Kenny, as Treasurer, summarised the
Accounts, which have now been agreed by the
Congregation and presented to Falkirk Presbytery. Anne also presented the Budget for the coming year and gave her ‘Thanks’ to all who have
supported her during the past year. She once
again made special mention of the help received
from Marjory Williamson.

April 2016

As Clerk to the Board, I thanked all Leaders
of the Committees who report on their work and
proposals at Board Meetings.
The Westerton Male Voice Choir Concert
held in the Sanctuary on 16th March, was very
entertaining and was enjoyed by members of the
congregation and several visitors. This raised
over £520 for our church funds. ‘Many Thanks’
to Margaret McCallum and her Social Committee
for a fine evening.
The Worship Group organised the Palm
Sunday Service on 20th March and this was a
lovely service conducted in bright, sunny Springtime weather......for a change!
I now wish to give a special mention to
Valerie Armstrong for keeping the Prayer Group
going. I find it a real blessing to enjoy the fellowship and that informal time with God amid the
various administrative tasks of Clerk.
Next meeting of the Board is on 19th April 2016.
Easter Blessings to you all and may we all
have a Happy Spring...... and Summer!

Ian Coe
‘Sing to the Lord’

SAFEGUARDING
On 15th March, the Kirk Session was
given A Training Session on Safeguarding
by Trainers form Falkirk Presbytery and
‘121’.
This is now rightly, a considerable administrative task for the Church and all the
Organisations within it. Training is now mandatory for anyone involved with children or
adults considered vulnerable. The training
was completed successfully with a number of
questions from members of the session answered by the trainers.
Tricia Coe is our safeguarding coordinator to whom any queries or questions
should be addressed.

Each Sunday many churches resound to the music
of the organ and the lusty singing of their members as
they tackle the various hymns. But Mr John Bunney of
Consett asks ‘Do we actually listen and consider what
we sing?’ And as examples he lists,,,,
We sing ‘Onward Christian Soldiers...’ —but some
are press-ganged into service
We sing ‘Tell me the old, old story....’ —but some
are seldom there to hear it.
We sing ‘Take my silver and my gold..’ —but some
still put small change in the offering.
We sing ‘I need thee every hour.....’ —but some
grumble about spending one in church.
We sing ‘I’m not ashamed to own my Lord...’ —
but some wouldn’t dream of mentioning the fact outside the Kirk.
We sing ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing...’ —but
some fail to use the one they have.
Honestly, when you sing it, —do you really mean it..?

( P A RISH N EWS )

If you really want to do something, you’ll find a way.
If you don’t,........ you’ll find an excuse.
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Sanctuary Flow

Tea/Coffee Rota

April 2016
3rd
10th
17th
24th

April 2016

n
— Mr. Jackso
—
—
ell
— Mrs. Gemm
t
— Mrs. Fores

3rd
10th
17th
24th

-

Mrs. A. Forbes & Mrs. S Graham
M. McKinnon & Mrs. M. Henderson
Mrs. J. McCallum & Mrs. M. Innes
Mrs. S. Graham & Mrs. S. Gibson

Come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee
in the Halls after Sunday Services.
Enjoy a bit of chat and Fellowship with others –
you may find that YOU wish to help out!

Many, Many Thanks to those
who beautify the Sanctuary
with Flowers ;
and to those who deliver them
to the deserving each week .

Mary Innes.

Please Note ….
There are still three dates free for the
‘Church Flowers for the Sanctuary’.
Please contact any Office-bearer at the church door
any Sunday should you wish to make this donation.

Cumbernauld Churches Together
— Remember our Parish in Prayer —.

Prayer for Condorrat
Circle Condorrat Lord
Keep protection near and danger far,
Keep hope within and despair without.
Circle Condorrat Lord,
Keep light near and darkness far,
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen.

Rewarded
The gardener reaps his own reward
in Summer’s golden hours —
when the borders and the beds
are bright with shrubs and flowers.
He sees the rich result
of all the trouble and the toil as he looks down with pleasure
at his own dear patch of soil.
He sees the hedges neatly trimmed,
the lawn all cut and rolled;
he sees the purple lilac bloom
and laburnum dripping gold..
He sees the blue forget-me-nots,
the stocks, the pansies
the irises, and the lupins
and the crimson peonies.
His heart is warmed as once again
he sees his garden smile —
and feels that all his effort
has really been worthwhile.
In his mind, all winter through
this picture will be stored.
This...the moment he has worked for
...this is his reward.

Patience Strong

The Sunday School

Young at Heart
If you’re sometimes feeling.....that you’re really getting old.
Remember every birthday....has a new age to unfold.
No matter how the years add up......they do along the way,
Simply think—I don’t feel older....just a different age today!
To see a world in a Grain of Sand,
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.
(6)

William Blake

As always, each week we welcome
Children between 3 and 11yrs to join our
Sunday School. The more...the merrier!¬

Lesley Freeland

Remember to bring your used Postage
Stamps to church to help in the wider
work of the Church of Scotland.
(N.B. :It helps if you leave a bit of the
envelope around the stamp).

( P A RISH N EWS)

The Social Committee April 2016
Well, March has come and gone but we had
another very successful event in the sanctuary.
The Westerton Male Voice Choir visited on
16th March and entertained us all for two hours
with a wonderful repertoire. The evening was
certainly enjoyed by everyone there and the
choir, themselves, said how much they'd enjoyed it, and would love to come back. Definitely
a date for the future. We made £520 on the
night purely from ticket sales so a big ‘Thank
you’ to all who supported the event.
On Saturday, April 16th from 10.am we
have a Spring Craft Fair/Coffee Morning,
when there will be 20 tables of Assorted Crafts
—both old and new. Entry will be £2 and covers
your Tea/ Coffee and Cakes . It goes on until
about noon so do come along to support the
day. . Donations of home baking will be very
gratefully received.

The GUILD -

April 2016

Another busy month for our members.
Firstly we had a visit from the British Red Cross
(No....not for a medical emergency) which proved a
most informative evening on the work they do. We
then had our ‘link' visit to Templehall Church, Kirkcaldy and as usual we had a lovely day of fellowship, returning home with some gifts
and ideas.
Our "Spring Tea" is later this year
- re-named in case the daffodils are all
past. It is on Wednesday, 20th April
at .7.30 pm with entertainment by "The
Jolly Beggars", all in aid of our projects.
Donation Tickets @ £4.00 can be had
from myself or any committee member.

Dates for your diaries:
April 16th -- Craft Fair/Coffee Morning
May 14th --- Spring Fayre
October 18th ---Ladies Lunch/Fashion Show
October 22nd--Craft Fair/Coffee Morning
November 26th-- Christmas Fayre .
Details of each event will appear closer to the
time but can I draw your attention to the usual
Cash For Clothes collection at the Spring
Fayre. All clothes, linens, shoes and bags are
accepted but I would be very grateful if you
could separate them and label each bag as to
what is inside. Nearer the time, I will gladly collect so just ring me.
We look forward to seeing you all at our
events and hope you will enjoy them .

Margaret McCallum
(Social Convener)
(01236

728086 /07799281876)

OUTREACH TEAM — Crèche
As part of our work to try to attract more
people to the Church and Sunday Worship,
the Outreach Team are exploring the possibility of offering Crèche Facilities, during
the morning Service, to families with PreSunday School children (i.e. up to 3yrs old).
To do this we need people to Staff the
Crèche, ideally on a rota basis, depending
on the numbers.
If you are be interested in helping with
this please contact Alistair Robertson (Tel:
734905) or email:– alistairrobertson@virginmedia.com.
All help with this
would be very much appreciated.

Once again, we extend a warm welcome to
anyone who would care to join us on any evening.

Mary M. Innes
(Secretary)

Thanks from the Outreach Team.
If you don’t like something,... change it.
If you can’t change it,...
change the way you think about it.

God looks down and notices that Adam is all alone while all the animals
have companions, so he decides to create a companion for man as well.
He comes to see Adam and says to him, "Adam, you are my greatest creation and therefore, I am going to create for you the ultimate companion. She
will worship the very ground you walk on, she will long for you and no other,
she will be highly intelligent, wait on you hand and foot and obey your every
command, she will be beautiful, and all it will cost you is an arm and a leg."
Thinking for a few moments, Adam replies, "What could I get for a rib?"

( P A RISH N EWS)

(You idiot. He said ‘Cast the nets’.)
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1st Condorrat
The Boys’ Brigade

April 2016

Hi Everyone,
Now that competitions are over, all Sections are
now concentrating on their Badge Work and Display
programmes. At the time of writing, Holy Week has
begun and no Organisations meet during this time.
This year we will be ‘testing the water’ to see if it is
worthwhile having the Junior and Company Section
boys meet during their ‘Easter’ Holiday Week from
school. We also lose a Thursday night due to the May
Election, but we hope that a Company outing to the
Ten Pin Bowling can be arranged for that evening.
Many of you noticed that the Strathkelvin Battalion Parade was held on Mother’s Day and all I can
say is “It wisnae me!”; - but Thanks to all the Boys
who did turn out.
Our Battalion is intending to hold a Sponsored
Walk in memory of Jim and Ann McQuire who were
members of 5th Cumbernauld BB Company. You
may recall the tragic events that took place in Tunisia
last year where many holiday-makers including Jim
and Ann lost their lives in a senseless shooting. They
were also members of a small musical group at Abronhill Church called the “Tartan Spirits” (I was also a
member) and we played at many Churches throughout
North Lanarkshire and Strathkelvin.
This Walk-a-thon, will take place on Sat.
23rd April at Colzium Park, Kilsyth. It is hoped that
many of the Boys will be able to support this worth-

The Girls Brigade

April

Hi Folks
As we approach the end of the 2015-16
Year, the Girls and Officers are working hard to
finish off all Badge-work and prepare for our
Parents Evening.
We ‘Congratulate’ one of our Juniors
Abbie Macdonald who came 1st in the Greater
Glasgow Girls’ Brigade Logo Competition. Her
winning Logo will become Glasgow Division’s
New Logo.
Also...‘Congratulations’ to Rowena Winkler as
her Logo was among the 6 Finalists.

Many, many ‘Thanks’ for the
gift of beautiful flowers from the Church.
They certainly brightened me up!

Cathy Wild (Westfield)
(8)

while cause. All money raised will go towards new chairs as part of the Refurbishment of our Scottish Headquarters at Carronvale in Falkirk
If any of the Congregation would like to sponsor or
donate to this worthy cause please let me know.
In March’s Edition I mentioned our intention to
mark the 80th Anniversary Year of our BB Company
by holding some sort of Reunion/get-together. I am
happy to report that plans are progressing well and an
announcement will be made in the Cumbernauld News
soon. I have been in touch with ‘the paper’ and they
have indicated that they would be happy to produce a
feature on the 1st Condorrat Boys Brigade Company.
For further information on any of the items mentioned,
please get in touch through the unusual channels, thank you.

Contacts:Mrs Weir (Anchor Boys)...-...........07547090395
Mr Ramsay.(Junior Section)...-.......07903289245
Mr Russell.(Company Section)....-...07845768966
Andrew Eadie (Company Captain) - 07748537621
or e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com
http://1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk

Andrew Eadie
(Company Captain)

The Staff and Boys would like to extend our condolences
to Rhona, James and Family of Marge Gemmell.
She was a faithful worker for our Company and will be
remembered by all for the great times we had together at
the Gala Days.

Logos by both Girls will be displayed in the
Church Halls for everyone to see!
Our Company also took part in Glasgow Division Gathering on the 20th March. All Girls
and Officers who went along had a wonderful
time doing Arts and Crafts, playing Games and
having BBQ. The Service also was fantastic.
The Girls loved all the songs and they also loved
meeting Girls from other Companies
Thank you,

Nicola Hutton
(Officer-in-charge)
first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com

When you choose to see the good in others,
you end up finding the good in yourself.
You don’t drown by falling in the water.
You drown by staying there.
( P A RISH N EWS)

Treasurer’s Report,

April 2016

Dear Everyone
The Congregational Annual Meeting was held on Sunday 13th March and some of the main
points from that meeting are highlighted below.
The Finance Committee prepared the Budget for 2016 basing the amounts on previous
years and updating where necessary. The Budget is cautious and, while some of the costs, for
example Ministries and Mission Contribution of £42,992 (which we pay over ten months) and
our Presbytery Dues of £780 are fixed while other costs are not. Fabric costs are the minimum
considered necessary to keep our buildings and grounds in good repair. We have found that it is
false economy not to keep doing regular maintenance, as the eventual cost has always been
much higher. We are very fortunate to have people within the congregation who do so much voluntarily and this helps to keep our outlay down.
We must also bear in mind that our Minister and Auxiliary Minister accept only the very
minimum in expenses —be aware that this might not always be the situation and we should
take this into account. The Budget Total for 2016 is £79,262.
Projected income is very difficult to estimate as there are so many factors which can affect
it but we estimated this as £20,800.
This leaves the congregation through Offerings to find £58,462 in the year, which means
£1,125 per week. You will see below our offerings in February (£3514 or averaging £879 per
week) which is considerably less than required to meet our Budget. Traditionally, Offerings in
January and February are lower than in the rest of the year, so it is to be hoped that it will be the
same this year.
Please find listed below the total Offerings for February :
2016

Freewill Offering Envelopes
and Open Plate

Bankers Order

Total

February(4 wks)

£2,356

£1,158

£3,514

We, as a congregation, are in an extremely fortunate position as we are able to pay, in full,
our Ministries and Mission Allocation and our Presbytery dues, but we must not allow ourselves
to become complacent. I encourage you to consider how much your Weekly Offering is and think
back to when you last increased that amount, then, if at all possible, to increase your Offering.
Any increase by each of us could make a huge difference overall.
Finally, if you would like to consider donating the Sanctuary Flowers in 2016, there are three
Sundays still available - 10th April, 29th May and 25th December —please see any Officer bearer.
Thank you for all your financial contributions.
May God Bless You

Ann Kenny

(Treasurer)

Happiness

Next Parish News

Happiness is something that no one ever sees,
And yet it’s there, or thereabouts, in varying degrees.
That being so, this message, ironically is true —
Although it seems invisible, let happiness find you.
J M Robertson

Happiness is not determined by what’s happening around
you, but rather what’s happening inside you.
Most people depend on others to gain happiness, but the
truth is, it always comes from within.
( P A RISH N EWS)

All Contributions, Reports, etc. for
May 2016 Issue should be ready
and sent/passed to Taylor Logan
by Thursday 26th April
We are grateful to All who
faithfully deliver the ‘News’ to our
Members. each month.
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CRAFT FAIR
& Coffee Morning
Saturday 16th April
10.am ‘til Noon
in the Church Halls
Note:
Our Spring Fair will be held
on
Saturday, 14th May
from 12 noon.

