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My Friends,

A very belated ‘Happy New Year’ especially to
those who can no longer join us in Church. This does
not mean that you are not part of the Church Family,
and we shall always give thanks for your support and
prayers. This New Year I was at the Church while our
Bell rang out the Old Year...and heralded in the New!
In truth, it was Mr. Newlands and his son who rang
the Bell for 5 minutes. (I managed 30 seconds.)
The door has now firmly closed on all the
Christmas and New Year Festivities and we look to
the future; a fresh year ahead of us, with so much to
look forward to. January has past at a rapid rate and
so much has happened.
On the 15th Jan. we had the BB Celebration
Service which was the end of a year of events marking the 80th Anniversary of the 1st Condorrat BB
Company. It was a pleasure to see so many of the
Boys in church and to welcome previous Leaders and
Members and there was a wonderful atmosphere in
the Sanctuary.
There have also been sad moments as we have
lost some of our Church Family since the beginning
of December. It feels like the end of an era, especially
with the loss of Mr. John Young, who was Session
Clerk for 24years. A full tribute will appear in the
next ‘News’. I ask you to remember in your prayers
the families of all who have passed away.
Over the next few weeks we shall again be
involved in our Social Events starting with my special
favourite the Beetle Drive and Fish Supper Night.
Both Andrew and myself love the fun, the company,
and the organised chaos as we always forget how to
play every year! After that, Andrew will move back
up to Kirriemuir with my ‘support’ no longer needed.
We thank Everyone for their ‘Good Wishes’; Cards
(including Christmas Cards); presents and the support
and forbearance you have all shown during this time.

Jan / Feb
2017
Last week when I was back north. I spotted a
clump of Snowdrops in my neighbour’s garden. Now,
on the one hand you may think ‘what a lovely herald
of spring’; a reminder that new life waits just under
the ground, ready to burst out. On the other hand, it is
not too surprising this year, as the winter has been so
mild and the plants and birds have been reacting in a
way unusual for our winter. Most likely it is the effect
of ‘Global Warming’ and if so, people of the World
have to take responsibility for this. It is therefore important that we as a Church do our bit to conserve
energy, use efficient heaters and make sure we do not
waste electricity. As people of God we should help to
take care of His created world and do what we can
even in a small way.
If you wish to read a beautiful account of the
works of God you could do no better than read Chapters 38 and 39 of the Book of Job. When God asks
Job who set the world in place “On what were it’s
footings set, or who laid its corner stone, while the
morning stars shone together and all the angels
shouted for joy?”, Job replies with awe and wonder
and humility.
I think it is a lovely thing to reflect on, the
world being set out while angels sang and the stars
shone. Sometimes we need a bit of a vision, a glimpse
of brightness, something to lighten our minds when
we think of the creative power of God. It helps our
prayers and a place when we can manage some ‘God
– time’; when our thoughts turn to Him. Even a short
time of prayer, a daily reflection or thought for the
day helps us to build our relationship with Him and
gives us the opportunity to look at our lives and work
through our problems in the peace of His presence.
Now I shall sign off and wish you all every
blessing as you go through this month.
With every blessing

s

Grace Saunder

“Sometimes people are beautiful. Not in looks. Not in what they say.
Just in what they are.”
― Markus Zusak
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SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship & Sunday School

11.00 am.

Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Halls after the Service
- All Welcome -

Communion Service (1st Sun –March; June;

September; December)…..11 am & 6.00pm.

Weekly Diary
Monday
BB Anchor Boys
Choir

Hall 6.30pm
Church 7.00pm

Tuesday
Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Hall 6.30pm
Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday
The Guild (alternate weeks)

Hall 7.30pm

Sunday Welcome Teams
February 2017
5th. —

Mr R Maclean & Team 2.

12th. —

Mrs L McKeown & Team 3.

19th. —

Team 4.

26th. —

Mr J Moir & Team 5.

Thursday
Prayer Group
Ch. House 1.00pm
Boys’ Brigade
Junior Section
Hall 7.00pm
Company Section
Hall 7.00pm
CLERK to THE BOARD

Mrs Christine Macphail

Tel: 728990

TREASURER

Mrs Ann Kenny

Tel: 732377

ROLLKEEPER

Mr John Newlands

Tel: 732632

CHURCH OFFICER

Mr John Graham

(2)

Tel: 611222

Charity No.: SCO 11839

HALLS LETTING

Mrs Helen Moir

Tel: 734203

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR

Mr Alistair Robertson

Tel: 734905

Sunday Intimations

P Taylor Logan
e-mail:

tayval@tiscali.co.uk

Parish News Editor

P Taylor Logan.......e-mail: tayval@tiscali.co.uk
( P A R I S H N E W S)

Notes from…..The

Session Clerk

January/February 2017

Hello Folks,
Well, we are now well into the New Year
and as I write this it’s almost February.
The Christmas Services were all most
enjoyable and once again the Christmas Tree and
Windows Displays were fabulous. We are very
grateful for all the hard work put into these decorations and for those who were so creative. A big
‘Thanks’ also to Mr Petrie who took photographs
of all the windows and made up a photo collage.
The minister intends to take prints of the photographs to each of the Schools who contributed.
This is a very busy time in the Church year
for the Office bearers as the Accounts must be
prepared and audited before the Stated Annual
Meeting. Also, all Records must be up-to-date
before our ‘Books’ go to Presbytery to be attested
in March. (If we all look a bit frazzled you now
know why.)
We had a wonderful Service in January
celebrating 80 years of the Boys Brigade in this
Church. It is great to know that the strength of
the Company has gone on for so long. We give
Grateful Thanks to all Officers (past and present)
who, over the years have taught and helped so
many youngsters through the Boys’ Brigade.

Their motto ‘Sure and Steadfast’ certainly applies
to them, and the Church is really thankful for
their contribution.
On the Social front we look forward to the
Annual Fish Supper/Beetle Drive Night on 8th
February. This is always a great night so if you
haven’t tried it, come along this year and
‘admire’ the many drawings of Beetles (which in
itself is a sight to behold). Mrs McCallum will
have intimated elsewhere in the ’News’ of a Concert to be held in the Sanctuary in March by a
Male Voice Choir from Kilsyth – the Columban
Singers........So there is another fine evening of
entertainment we look forward to at Condorrat.
A Scottish Blessing
These things I warmly wish for you
Someone to love, Some work to do
A bit o’ sun, a bit o’ cheer
And a Guardian Angel always near

God Bless,

Anne Russell
(Session Clerk)

Treasurers Report

Jan/Feb 2017

Dear Everyone,
Although you will not be reading this until the start of February, I wish each and every one of you a
Happy and Healthy 2017. Thank you for your weekly Offerings throughout 2016 and for your generous
support of the wider community in Retiral Offerings.
The total donated at the Carols by Candlelight and Watchnight services was £334.92 and a cheque for
this excellent amount was sent to Redburn School from whom we have since received a letter of thanks.
Please find below the Offerings for November and December:

2016

Freewill Offering
and Open Plate

Banker’s Order
& DPC*

Total

November (4 weeks)

£2,386

£1,333

£3,719

December (4 weeks)

£2,448

£1,356

£3,804

*DPC – payment made by telephone or internet banking

The Finance Committee are working on the Annual Accounts and these will be available soon.
May God Bless You

Ann Kenny (Treasurer)
“When someone loves you,..... the way they talk about you is different.
You feel safe and comfortable.”
― Jess C. Scott
( P A RISH N EWS)
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Church Register
Deaths:

*

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

( member)

November
28th

Winnie Morrell*

29th

Greg Robinson

Rannoch Lodge, Condorrat
of Balloch

December
10th

Margaret O’Neil

of Condorrat

11th

Myra Crighton

of Condorrat

22nd

Roy McKean

of Condorrat

12th

Catherine Wild*

of Westfield

17th

John Young*

of Condorrat

18th

Neil Cline

of Condorrat

January 2017

Visitations.
It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any member
who has been hospitalised. Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full Name;
District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc. to allow time to organise visits.
It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office-bearer can be informed
of any member who has been admitted to a Care Home .

The Fellowship & Prayer Group

Jan/Feb. 2017

The Group meet in Church House on Thursdays from 1.00pm.
All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship, Discussion and Prayer.
The title of William Shakespeare’s comedy
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ was taken from the biblical story of Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter from the
dead. Jairus went to Jesus for help as his daughter
was critically ill. But as they went back to Jairus’
home, the little girl died. As they carried on towards
the house Jesus told the now devastated father ‘Do
not be afraid; only believe.’ (Mark 5: vs 36).
Arriving at the house they found the family and
friends weeping; but Jesus asked ‘Why make ye this
ado?’ (Mark 5: vs 39) — the word ‘ado’ meaning
commotion.

Then Jesus took the child by the hand and told
her to ‘get up’. To everyone’s amazement, she did!
This miracle was set in motion from the moment Jairus went to Jesus for his help! So when we
have an urgent request, we need to remain calm and
pray to God In Faith, believing that God will recognise our faith and answer our prayer. We must not
wait until the situation becomes out of control.
Make PRAYER our first priority and claim the
promise of Jesus .......

‘Do not be afraid; only believe.’

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.
2Tim. 3:16,17.

(4)

Valerie Armstrong

Don't cry because it's over; smile because it happened. ― Dr. Seuss

(737777)

( P A RISH N EWS)
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Many, Many Thanks to those who beautify
the Sanctuary with Flowers ;
and to those who deliver them
to the deserving each week .

‘Church Flowers for the Sanctuary’.

February 2017
5th.
12th.
19th.
26th.

-

Mrs. L. Flavell & Mrs. I. Rankine
Mrs. J. McRae & Mrs. E Wales
Mrs. M. Muirhead & Mrs J Waite
Mrs. L. Freeland & Mrs M. Semple

We regret that Mrs. Ruby Morrison & Mrs. Pamela
Cantley have had to relinquish Sunday Tea Duty
due to ill-health and we ‘Thank’ them for their past
Services. We do welcome however, Mrs. Lesley
Freeland, Mrs. Sandra Prested and Mrs Jeanette
Waite to our teams.
Come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee
in the Halls after Sunday Services.
Enjoy a bit of chat and Fellowship with others –
you may find that YOU wish to help out

Mary Innes.

In 2017, the following Sundays are still available

— April 9th; Nov. 12th; Dec. 31st. —

Cumbernauld Churches Together

Please contact any Office-bearer at the Church Door
any Sunday should you wish to make this donation.

— Remember our Parish in Prayer —.

Prayer for Condorrat
Circle Condorrat Lord
Keep protection near and danger far,
Keep hope within and despair without.

The Sunday School
Sunday school has started back for
the new Session. This year we're going
to be reading about how Jesus helped
people to understand God's will through
storytelling.
As always, each week we welcome all
Children between 3 and 11yrs to join us
every week in Sunday School. The
more...the merrier!¬

Circle Condorrat Lord,
Keep light near and darkness far,
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen.

Lesley Freeland

Many Thanks for the beautiful
flowers that I received from the Church.
I was deeply touched and it brightened
my day. ‘Thank you’..... from,

Liz Cochrane
For those ‘On Line’:
check our blog at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
( P A RISH N EWS )

I would like to record our ‘Thanks’
to the Church for the lovely flowers we
received last month for Tommy while he
recovers from his recent illness

Betty Moore

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep

your balance, you must keep moving.”
― Albert Einstein
(5)

Notes from
The Clerk to the Congregational Board
Hello Everyone,
As your new Clerk to the Congregational
Board, I would like to tell you a little bit about myself.
I have lived in Condorrat for over 40 years, and
have been a member of Condorrat Parish Church for
all of that time. When my first daughter was a baby I
ran a crèche for a while before she was old enough for
Sunday School, and helped out later there for a time.
I served as an Officer in the Girls’ Brigade for a few
years until work commitments took over. I have also
had a previous spell on the Board, which I rejoined
two years ago.
Now, in retirement, I have taken on the role of
Clerk and I hope that I can fulfil my duties as well as
it’s previous incumbents!
Our first ‘extra’ meeting of this year on January
1st, was called to agree alterations to the downstairs
toilet in the Manse to add a shower cubicle. This will
help Andrew at the moment, but should ultimately add
value of the Manse and be an advantage to us as a congregation. This was passed and work should begin
soon.
The Finance Committee are working hard on
the Annual Accounts – a big job! - especially for our
Treasurer at this time of year. More of that next
month.
The Fabric Committee have plans in hand to
improve the Ladies Toilets in the Church Halls, provide a new disabled toilet and upgrading the others.
General maintenance work is on-going. We may not
notice what it has been done, but I’m sure we would
be aware if it hadn’t!

The GUILD -

Jan/Feb 2017

We had a good start to the year (despite the
dull weather) with an informal evening on 11th Jan.
which was followed by our ‘Christmas Dinner’ with
members and friends at the Boathouse on the 25th.
Our meeting on 1st Feb. has a slight change to
our Syllabus when Mrs. Irene McCloy will help us
‘beat the winter blues’ by demonstrating some ways
to take care of ourselves.
This is followed on 15th Feb. with a visit to
our Guild friends at Abronhill Church.
A bus for this will leave the Church at 7 p.m. prompt.
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Jan/Feb 2017

An issue which has been brought up on several
occasions is the Security of our Church Buildings.
Can I ask, as individuals who use them, that we are
always careful about securing doors and switching off
lights as we leave? After all, it is our contributions to
the church which pay the bills!
The Social Committee have had a deserved rest
over the Festive Season, but have already organised
events for 2017. I’m sure Margaret McCallum will tell
you more in her report. First event however, is the
very popular Fish Supper/Beetle Drive on Wed. 8th
Feb. Tickets are now on sale at £7.50. This is very
‘noisy’ evening with lots of good fun, so don’t miss it!
We are very fortunate that we have so many interesting ways to help to boost our Church Income, and we
are grateful for everyone’s support.
At January’s regular meeting one of our Sunday
Team Leaders, Mrs Doreen Ross, resigned, although
she will still be part of the team. Doreen does a lot of
work on our behalf to claim the Gift Aid Contributions
and has been particularly busy recently claiming what
we are due from the Christmas Card Donations.
Thank you, Doreen, for the work you have done and
continue to do on our behalf.
These are the main Board matters
for this month.

Christine Macphail
(Clerk to the Board)

Forthcoming Event: Our Spring Tea will be held on Wed. 29th
March when we will be entertained by the Concert
Party from the Falkirk "Bohemians". Donation Ticket
in aid of our Projects will be on sale shortly at £4.

As usual we extend a warm welcome to
any one who would care to join us on any of
these evenings. Please contact myself (736499)
or any Committee Member.
Why not make your New Year's Resolution
‘COME AND TRY THE GUILD’.
Mary M. Innes
(Secretary)

Morning Prayer
So far today I’ve done all right. I haven’t
gossiped; lost my temper; been greedy or grumpy; been
nasty or selfish. —I’m very thankful for that, but...
in a few minutes, God, I’m going to get out of bed....
and from then on....I’ll probably need a lot more help.

Anon

( P A RISH N EWS)

1st Condorrat December 2016
The Boys’ Brigade
Hi Everyone,
Welcome back to the second half of the
2016/2017 Session and on behalf of the Staff I would
like to wish Everyone a ‘Happy and Peaceful New
Year’.
It’s only the beginning of the year and we have
good news! Our Junior Section Boys took part in the
District Bible and Collage Competition on Sat.14th Jan.
and I am delighted to announce that our lads did very
well, sharing 1st Place with the 1st Lenzie Company in
both events! Well done Scott Graham, Jamie Dyce
and Scott McDade, and a special thanks to Mr and
Mrs Robertson for her help.
We have also had a very exciting 80th Celebration Church Service on Sunday, 15th Jan. when Company Members, past and present, took part. This included the presentation of a cheque for £1,100 to the
Company from their Reunion Committee . The Theme
of the Service was “Friendship” and I think everyone
agreed that over the years, many boys who have passed
through the ranks, gaining awards and taking part in
B.B Activities such as Camps, Football, Band Competitions and many others, have developed a ‘closebonding’ with each other which still lasts to this day.
I meet many young men (I still call them Boys) in and
around Cumbernauld, and although I am terrible with
names, they come and make themselves known to me
and reminisce on the “Good-ol’-Days”!
I am happy to report that them “Good-ol’-Days”
are still going strong with today’s youngsters in the 1st
Condorrat BB Company . The Sunday Tea Ladies also
very kindly donated their ’takings’ on that day to the
Carronvale Refurbishment Project. Thank You very
much girls - I will pass it on.
I now thank everyone for their support before,
during and after the Service for all their hard work. It
proved a valuable point that when in need, Ask, that’s
what friends are for.....and Amen to that!
Our Anchor Boys closed for Christmas with a
very special guest appearance of an elderly gentleman,

The Girls’ Brigade

Jan/Feb 2017.

Hi Folks!
We hope that everyone has had a wonderful
Christmas and New Year.
The Girls are now back working hard for
their Badges. They all had a good break and it’s
lovely to see everyone back fit-and-ready for the
New Session.
Greater Glasgow Division are having a
‘Gathering’ in Springfield-Cambridge Church in
Bishopbriggs for all Girls’ Brigade Companies.
( P A RISH N EWS)

(I think his name was Santa Clause, and a merry old
man was he). The Boys had a most enjoyable evening.
The Junior Section had a party, and the Company Section spent an evening at the Megazone.
Dates for the diary:
Figure Marching and PT Competitions
are on Sat.4th February.
Drill Competition is on Fri.17th February.
Also. Matthew Russell, is undertaking his Officer
Training on the weekend of 21/22 January. He is also
working to update our web page, which will soon be
available.
I had the pleasure of attending the showing of
Mother Goose at Lenzie Academy where our Robert
Lawson (Company Section) had a part. I have to say it
was an excellent show and he is a ‘Star’ in the making.
Well Done Robert and Congratulation on a great show!
Contacts for all Sections:Elizabeth Weir
Anchor Section:
0141 7777807/ 07547 090395
Derek Russell
Junior Section:
01236 734184/ 07457 68966
Gareth Ramsay
Company & Senior Sections:
07903 289245

www.http;//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk
Our site is in the progress of being up dated by Matthew
Russell but information and links are still available.

Andrew Eadie

(Company Captain)
(611317)or(07748 537621)
or e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com

On behalf of the 1st Condorrat Company, the
Boys’ Brigade, and I’m sure I speak on behalf of
ex-members, I would like to pass on our sincere
condolences to Mrs Helen Young and family on
the passing of her husband, Mr John Young.
John Young was the Captain of our Company
for many years and helped to lay the foundations
for a very successful Company, and we still reap
the rewards of his work today.
Now, if last years ‘Gathering’ was anything to go
by, it will be fabulous! I do hope that all the Girls
will go, as everyone who attended last year had
nothing but good things to report!
On Tuesday, 21st March 2017 we are having a Coffee Evening to help raise Funds for the
Company. All are welcome - £2 /person —and the
Girls will be selling Mother's Day Crafts.
We hope to see you all there.
Nicola Hutton
(Leader-in-charge)
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The Social Committee
Since my last report there have been two
events in the social calendar .At the end of November we held our Christmas Fayre. I would like to
say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helped in
any way at all, make this the success it always is.
There was a great atmosphere and the Tearoom was
a definite ‘hit’ thanks to both the Soups and Homebaking on offer. On the day we made £1710 (incl.
money from Cash For Clothes) & donations of £37.
Throughout December the Jim Barclay
Christmas Card Board was again available to all
the Congregation. This simple idea has been an
amazing Fundraiser over the years, and for very little work. This year £520 was donated of which
£344 can be gift aided!

2016 has been a very successful ‘social’
year thanks mainly to everyone's support at our
events. You all helped to raise over £8800!!
We can only hope that 2017 can be as
much fun and as successful.

Our first event of 2017 is the Fish Supper/
Beetle Drive Evening on Wed. February 8th at
7pm. Tickets are now on sale at the usual price of
£7-50 and Fish Suppers etc. will come, as always,
from Guiliano's in Cumbernauld Village.
On 8th March the Columban Male Voice
Singers will entertain us in the Sanctuary. Tickets
for that event will go on sale, at £5, after the Fish
Supper Night.
Please note that the Ladies Lunch and Fashion
Show is on July 1st this year. Tickets (£25) will go
on sale soon as money must be paid by May 28th.
More information will follow next month.

Sat. July 1st:

Ladies Lunch/Fashion Show
in The Westerwood Hotel.
(Summer outfits instead of Winter)

Sat. Oct. 14th

Autumn Craft Fair/Coffee
Morning
Christmas Fayre.

Condorrat Craft Group
McAuley Centre Rannoch Drive

Mondays....1.30— 3pm
Wanted.....New members!!
Come along and join our group of various crafters
-(cards; floral-things; knitting-things; sewing;
drawing etc.) Meet together; have a cup of tea;
and chat as you work in like company.

Parish News

All articles, reports, etc. for
the March Issue should be ready and
sent/passed to Taylor Logan by ….
Thursday 23rd February
Our ’Thanks ’ to All who faithfully deliver
‘Parish News’ to our Members. each month
throughout the year..

(8)

2017 Social Dates for your diaries are as follows:
Wed. March 8th: Columban Male Voice Singers
Sat. April 22nd: :

Spring Craft Fair/Coffee
Morning.
Sat. May 13th:
Spring Fayre
(Note...change of date!!).

Sat. Nov. 25th

Many thanks ....once again,

Margaret McCallum
(Social Convener)
(01236

728086 or 07799281876)

YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL
J. B. Phillip once wrote a book
titled— “Your God Is Too Small” and
I think it is a valid criticism of much of
our present day religion.
Our God is too small, or to put the
thought more correctly, we see ourselves
as too big!
We see ourselves as larger and more
important than we really are. How often
do we think of God as an equal or that
He doesn’t matter as much as our own
worldly success or our own comfort.
God is so tiny that we give him the
leftovers — to many of us not even the
price of a packet of cigarettes, or a pint of
Tartan Special. We see ourselves as bigger than God; more important; free to do
as we please; and do as we choose with
our own lives.
But God is not governed by our
thoughts or desires and it is only through
Him alone that our lives can have any
meaning or purpose.
“Where there is love there is life.”
― Mahatma Gandhi
( P A RISH N EWS)

