
C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  

Welcome back to ‘Parish News’.  

It  seems quite some time since I have been 

in touch through the ’News’, and Summer has 

just seemed to fly by. It’s been a busy time, for 

many different reasons, and I am happy to say 

that the new minister in Cumbernauld Old has 

arrived, been ‘preached-in’ and is now installed 

in her new charge with everyone concerned de-

lighted.  Please remember Rev. Elspeth McKay 

and the Congregation of Cumbernauld Old in 

your prayers as they face the future together. 
 

It’s a strange thing about going on holiday 

but the two weeks seemed to feel like a life-time 

as we had such a wonderful time. It was lovely to 

return to the church and see the lovely Sanctuary, 

and meet the Congregation again. I was so look-

ing forward to seeing the new Disabled Toilet 

now that all is finished and it does look great and 

an asset to the church. 

We have so much to look forward to in our 

church with the different services coming up —–

Communion and a Welcome Back/Stewardship 

Sunday (concentrating on Time) this month, and 

our Harvest and Dedication Services in October. 

Yet more exciting will be the Toddlers Praise led 

by Mrs. Boland plus all the ideas she has for us 

as a Congregation.  

The Kirk Session joined with Abronhill 

Church Kirk Session in a Fellowship Evening in 

early August and a great time was had by all. We 

hope to invite them back to Condorrat for a simi-

lar evening. Isn’t it wonderful that we can meet 

together and be able to exchange news and ideas. 
 

I was thinking about the loveliness of the 

Sanctuary and how much we have done for God’s 

Glory, doing our best for Him and ensuring that 

God is at the centre of things. In that space there 

is such a sense of loving care and adoration; a 

calm place of quiet and peace when needed; a 

space buzzing with activity and an awareness of 

the Holy Spirit at work. However, there is no 

point in ‘resting on our laurels’ as there are al-

ways new avenues of faith to explore, new ways 

of coming together as we put our trust in the Lord 

and follow Him in Faith. 

 

Now may I offer you my Blessing for the 

days ahead, 

 “Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.” 
 

With every blessing, 

  

Grace Saunders 

My Dear Friends, 

2017 
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Communion Services  —   Sunday 3rd September 

 

‘Welcome Back’  &  Stewardship Service 
Sunday, 17th  September  

“How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts to me.” 
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HALLS LETTING 
 

Mrs Helen Moir                Tel: 734203 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR 
 

Mr Alistair Robertson      Tel: 734905 
 

Sunday Intimations 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 732404 

e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Parish News Editor 

P Taylor Logan 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Mrs Christine Macphail    Tel: 728990  
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny     Tel: 732377 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands       Tel: 732632 
 

CHURCH OFFICER 
 

Mr John Graham        Tel: 611222 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders  BD. 
(Tel. 01236 452090)  

SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship  &  Sunday School          11.00 am. 
 

 

Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Halls after the Service 
- All Welcome - 

 

Communion  Services  (1st Sun –March;  June;  September;  December)… ..11 am  &  6.30pm. 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

Auxiliary Minister 

Rev. Marion Perry 
(perryask@hotmail.com) 

Session Clerk 
Mrs Anne Russell 
Tel: 01236 611087 

(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk) 

 

Monday 

BB Anchor Boys                    Hall  6.30pm 

Choir                                       Church  7.00pm 

 
Tuesday 

Fellowship Group              Manse 1.30pm 

Girls’ Brigade             
                         Explorers          Hall   6.30pm 

  Juniors & Brigaders         Hall   7.30pm 

 
Wednesday  

The Guild (alternate weeks)         Hall   7.30pm 
 
Thursday  

Boys’ Brigade 
       Junior Section                Hall   7.00pm 
      Company Section          Hall   7.00pm 

Weekly Diary 

 

Sunday Welcome Teams 
 

September  2017 
 

  3rd. (Morning Communion)   —  

                        Mr R Maclean & Team 2. 

 

10th.    —    Mrs L McKeown & Team 3. 
 

17th.    —          Mrs J Bolling & Team 4. 
 

24th.    —               Mr J Moir & Team 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Development Worker 

Mrs Susan Boland 
(SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk) 
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Hello once again. 
I hope you have all enjoyed the summer break and 

what little sunshine we managed to get. The nights are 

definitely lengthening now and we will soon be look-

ing forward to Harvest and then Christmas. 

With no meeting of the Kirk Session since June, 

there is not much to report. However, I can report that 

Mr John Denney is our new Presbytery Elder and here 

I take this opportunity to wish him all the best in his 

new position. 

This year the Joint Service of the Five Churches in 

Cumbernauld is in St Mungo’s Church on Sunday, 

27th August at 11.15am.  Please remember to keep 

your “Condorrat” envelopes until the following week. 

I attended the Induction Service of the Rev. Elspeth 

Mackay at Cumbernauld Old on the 3rd August. There 

was a very good “turn out” and with so many of Pres-

bytery in attendance the singing was wonderful.  It was 

a lovely Service followed on with a cup of tea/coffee.  

A most enjoyable evening. There was a considerable 

number of speeches and presentations of which our 

own Grace and Marion were recipients, and well de-

served after all their hard work during the vacancy. 

The following evening our Kirk Session was invited 

to a ‘social gathering’ meeting with the Kirk Session 

of Abronhill Parish Church.  We had a great time.  

They provided a lovely buffet meal and followed on 

with a Quiz. Competition was high and there was much 

fun and hilarity. —  a very good evening which every-

one who attended thoroughly enjoyed. 

We have had a considerable amount of work done 

in the Church and Halls over the past few weeks. 

Firstly the sound system has been completely renewed 

and I am sure you will all appreciate the improvement.  

Secondly, the upgrading of the Ladies Facilities in the 

halls with the addition of a Unisex Disabled Toilet.  

This work has been completed to an extremely high 

standard and we extend our ‘Thanks’ to Mr John Clark 

who has worked tirelessly over these projects. In the 

past when building work to this extent has been under-

taken there has been a special Committee set up to 

oversee it to completion.  On this occasion Mr Clark 

has fulfilled all this work on his own with the backing 

and consent of the Fabric Committee. We owe him a 

great deal of thanks for this wonderful job. Thank you 

John. 

I think it only remains for me to wish you happy 

times in what is left of the summer and remind you that 

Communion Services are on Sunday 3rd September at 

11am and 6.30pm.  

Beannachd Dia dhuit 

(Blessings of God be with you) 

,                                          Anne Russell 

  from…..The Session Clerk                                                                                             August  2017 

Treasurers Report                                                                                                    August  2017 

Dear Everyone, 

             Please find listed below the Offerings for the months of May, June and July 2017.  

            Beside them, for comparison, are the figures for the corresponding months in 2016. 

(*DPC – payment made by telephone or internet banking )   

2017  
FW Offering  

& Open Plate 

Bank’s Order 

& DPC* Total 

May (4wks) £2,367 £1,336 £3,703 

June (4wks) £2,548 £1,361 £3,909 

July (5wks) £2,366 £1,331 £3,697 

Totals £7,281 £4,028 £11,309 

2016  
FW Offering  

& Open Plate 

Bank’s Order 

& DPC* 
Total 

May (5wks) £3,038 £1,238 £4,276 

June (4wks)  £2,641 £1,303 £3,944 

July (5wks) £2,911 £1,298 £4,209 

Total £8,590 £3,839 £12,429 

 I hope you have had a pleasant time during the 
Summer months, whether you stayed at home or ven-
tured further afield. Let's hope we can enjoy some 
good Autumn weather in the coming weeks.  

Thank you to everyone who continue to give 

their Offering either by Bankers Order/DPC or by in-

cluding it in their next envelope, for the Sundays 

when they were unable to attend Church.  

You may remember from the Congregational 

Annual Meeting in March that, in order to meet our 

Budget costs, we require an average of £1,195 per 

week. Without Fund-raising Activities, Donations and 

Gift Aid we would not reach that target and therefore 

unable to carry out the essential maintenance and up-

grading required in order to keep our buildings in 

good repair as well as compliant with the regulations 

of the 21st century. So, Thank You to everyone who 

supports our Church so generously in any way. We 

also received £10,977.19 in Gift Aid in May, thanks to 

the efforts of Mrs Doreen Ross who submits our 

claims and who we thank most sincerely for this work.  
In the next issue of Parish News, you will be 

able to see details of how our property has been up-
graded and how it has been funded.  

 

May God Bless You 

Ann Kenny (Treasurer) 



Visitations 
 

It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible  

of any member who has been hospitalised.  

Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full Name; District of Parish; Hospital;  

Ward number; etc. to allow time to organise visits.   It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office-bearer 

can be informed of any members admitted to a Care Home. 

Church Register 

Deaths:             “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          (*member) 
 

May 
   27th            Jimmy Graham                                              of  Condorrat 

  June  
   7th             Jaqueline Gillis                                               of  Condorrat 

July 
   26th            Jean MacDonald                                           of  Westfield 
 

   30th            Gordon Brown Humphries                          of  Cumbernauld 

(PARISH NEWS)  (4) 

The Fellowship Group                                                        August 2017 
 

The Group meet in the Manse on Tuesdays from  1.30pm. 

 All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship & Bible Study. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Valerie Armstrong        
(737777) 

        All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teach-

ing the truth; rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction 

for right living.                                             2Tim. 3:16,17. 

In May 1996, Valujet Flight 592 crashed into 

the Florida Everglades killing 110 passengers.  

Navy experts tried using special technology to de-

tect the plane’s black box to no avail. Holding a 

rope which kept them spaced three feet apart, the 

searchers poked through every square foot of the 

crash area for 14 days with out success. 

The conditions were unbearable with the sun 

beating down upon them in the nineties, diesel fuel 

and caustic hydraulic fluid floating in the water 

forcing searchers to wear layers of protective rub-

ber. Fourteen days of that had left them dehydrated 

but they had to find the black box. 

Sergeant Felix Jimenez of Metro-Dade Po-

lice was one of the searchers and for the duration of 

the 14 days he had prayed for the bereaved families 

and for the safety of his fellow workers.  

 On the 15th day as he was taking a break, he 

suddenly realised that he had forgotten to pray for 

one important thing – that God would help them 

find the black box so at that point he asked God for 

direction and resumed the search.  When he next 

struck his pole into the water it hit something me-

tallic. As he pulled out the metal object he realised 

it was the black box. 

Jimenez wrote, “I thought of the many days 

we had spent searching for the recorder and how 

we must have tramped over it many times, and I 

wondered why its retrieval had taken so long. At 

that point I seemed to hear the response from God, 

saying ‘Why did you take so long to ask?’ ”. 

 

‘... you will ask what you desire  

and it shall be done.’   (John15 :7) 

Remember to bring your used Postage
 

Stamps to the Church and help in the 

wider work of the Church of Scotland.              

Please Leave a bit of Envelope around 

the Stamps. 

The Fellowship Group 
 

The Fellowship Group has replaced the  

Prayer Group and now meets on  

Tuesday afternoons at 1.30pm  

in the Manse  

The two most important days in your life are  
the day you are born and the day you find out why.   – Mark Twain  
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Many, Many Thanks to those who  

beautify the Sanctuary  with Flowers ;  

and also to those who deliver them   

to the deserving each week . 

 

Come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee  

in the Halls after Sunday Services.  

Enjoy a bit of chat and Fellowship with others 

 – you may find that YOU wish to help out       

Mary Innes.        

Tea/Coffee Rotas 
 

September  2017 
 

 

 3rd.   -    Mrs. J. McCallum & Mrs. M. Innes 

10th.   -    Mrs. S. Graham & Mrs. S. Gibson 

17th.   -    Mrs. L. Flavell & Mrs. I. Rankin 

24th.   -    Mrs. J. McRae & Mrs. E Wales 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 

September  2017 

 

    3rd.    —    Mrs. Shilliday 

   10th.    —    Mrs. Mitchell 

   17th.    —    Mrs. Hynd 

   24th.    —    Mrs. Fleming 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

— Remember our Parish in Prayer —. 
 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 
Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 
Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety without. 
 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

A Losing Battle 
 

An elderly lady went  to a lawyer to see 

about a divorce. 

‘What grounds do you have, madam?’ he 

asked 

‘About six acres.’ 

‘No.’ said the lawyer. ‘I don’t think you quite 

understand. I’ll put it another way. Do you 

have grudge?’. 

‘No, just a parking space.’ 

 

 

‘I’ll try again. Does your husband beat you?’ 

‘No, I always get up an hour before he does.’ 

The lawyer could see he was fighting a 

losing battle. 

‘Madam’ he sighed, ‘are you sure you want 

a divorce?’ 

‘Hmnf.... I’m not the one who wants a        

        divorce,’ she said. ‘My husband does.     

He claims we don’t communicate.’ 

“ HARVEST  CELEBRATION ” 
Sunday, 1st October: 

‘Harvest Toddlers Praise’ 
Sunday, 1st October...... at 2pm 

The Sunday School 
We begin our New Session on  

Sunday, 10th Sept. (Grandparents Day!).  

This session, Children should go straight to 

their front seats in the Church instead of meeting 

in the hall at 10.50 am.  

Children between 3 and 11 years are welcome 

to join us for Bible Knowledge, Crafts and FUN!  

Remember ......the More...the Merrier!! 

 

 

 Lesley  
    Freeland 

 

To my deafness 

      I’m accustomed, 

To my dentures 

           I’m resigned, 

I can manage  

            my bifocals, 

But O, I miss my mind. 
 

Anon  



Hello Everyone, 

Our summer break seems to have flown by, but 

hopefully we still have some summer weather to come. 

I hope everyone has enjoyed this more relaxing time, 

whether at home or away, before the schedule of ac-

tivities for the winter begins again. 

At the beginning of July we had another very 

successful Ladies Lunch and Fashion Show at Wester-

wood Hotel. We had a lovely lunch and then were 

treated to a huge array of fashion items modelled this 

year by young ladies from Colours, the company pro-

viding the clothes. Many of us who were there made 

purchases, and so far we have managed to avoid turn-

ing up at church wearing the same outfit! A huge 

‘Thank You’ to Mrs McCallum and her Committee for 

arranging this event, and also to all who contributed 

prizes. 

As I reported in June’s Parish News, work on 

our Hall’s Ladies Toilets has been on-going over the 

last month or so. The disabled toilet is now extremely 

spacious and completed to a very high specification. 

The Ladies toilet has, in our Fabric Convenor’s words, 

‘been brought into the 21st century’! There were a few 

hiccups along the way, but thanks to Mr Clark these 

have been ironed out and the result is fantastic. (Well 

worth a visit). All work has now been passed and ready 

to be used. 

However,..the best laid plans…….! The pointing 

work and wall repairs has had to be put out to tender 

again, but I’m sure it will be done soon. 

 You will have noticed our new sound system is 

now up and running. It is proving much more reliable 

and efficient than our previous one. We also have a 

new custom-built cupboard to house the system con-

trols. This has been purchased from a generous bequest 

received from one of our members who passed away 

recently. We are very grateful to the Family who have 

made this possible. 

By the time you read this our organisations will 

be gearing up for their new sessions and our Autumn 

Communion services will be about to take place....and 

our morning services back to 11am. We hope you will 

all join us whenever you can. 

Until next time, please keep our Board members 

and the decisions they make on your behalf, in your 

prayers. 

Christine Macphail 
(Clerk to the Board  

 Notes from  

  The Clerk to the Congregational Board                                          August 2017 
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The Social Committee      August 2017 
  

Before the Social Committee enjoyed a 

‘Summer Break’ we held our Annual Ladies Lunch 

and Fashion Show at the Westerwood Hotel. We 

had used a different company for the clothes this 

year and, despite one or two reservations, it was a 

huge success. We sold 160 tickets (the most ever 

sold) and made £3,030 on the day. A big ‘Thank 

You’ to everyone who came along to support this 

event and bringing friends, family and colleagues.   

Our next event is on October 7th and will be 

the Autumn Craft Fair and Coffee Morning  —

from 10am until 12 noon . There will be a mixture of 

Crafters with beautiful hand made goods—handy 

items to put away for Christmas. The Crafters really 

enjoy coming to Condorrat so please come along to 

support them.  

We would also really appreciate donations of 

Home-baking for the Coffee/Tea Room but I'll re-

mind you nearer the time. 

Another date for your diary is the Christmas 

Fayre on Saturday November 25th . More informa-

tion on this will follow later. 

Next year's itinerary will be completed soon 

and hopefully will have lots to interest everyone . 

Your support is so important to keep the fund-

raising going for our church so we look forward to 

seeing everyone .....all the time. 

 

2017 Social Dates  

Sat. Oct. 7th            Autumn Craft Fair/ 

Coffee Morning 

Sat. Nov. 25th                       Christmas Fayre. 
 

Margaret McCallum  
(Social Convener) 

   Two elderly men were sitting on a park bench 

watching the world go by, when one suddenly 

turned to the other and said,  

‘I wish I knew where I was going to die.’ 

‘Why do you want to know that?’ asked his 

neighbour. 

‘Isn’t it obvious?.. So I can avoid going there!’ 

* * * * * 

Tom’s wife wanted a fur coat and an exotic holiday, 

but being a skinflint, he bought her a hamster-fur jacket 

and took her for a week-end in Blackpool.  

It didn’t work out;  she spent two days on the big wheel! 

How do you get two whales in a sports car? 

Down the M5 and across the Severn Bridge. 

That phrase they use, ‘in living memory’ - as in ‘the 

worst floods in living memory’ or ‘the coldest winter 

in living memory’ - just how far back does it stretch, 

because at my age my ‘living memory’ goes back to 

about a week ago.                                         Alan Coren 
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Memo:      
  Remember you should always proof-

read a document carefully to see if you 

any words out. 

Check out the FIVE CHURCHES blog at    www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

1st Condorrat Company        

The Boys’ Brigade  

August 2017                         

Hi Everyone,                          

Dates for start-up: 
Anchor Boys:         Mon. 4th Sept  6.30—7.30pm. 
Junior Section:     Thurs.7th Sept. 7.15—9.00pm. 
Company &  

Senior Sections:   Thurs.7th Sept. 7.15—9.30pm. 
. 

Andrew Eadie     
(Company Captain) 

(611317)or(07748 537621) 
or  e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

 

 www.http;//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 

The Girls’ Brigade                 August 2017. 
 

Hi Folks!  

I just can't believe Summer has come to an end.  

All Officers have been hard at work during 

the holidays organising the yearly programme, as 

well as coming up with amazing Fund-raising 

Events. 

We start back on Tuesday 29th August 

and all Girls are welcome to come along and join 

in the fun with Crafts, Games and meeting new 

friends. 

This year we have different times for         

different year groups......... 

 

 Explorers  (P1-3)    - 6.30 -7.30pm 

 Juniors     (P4-7)     - 7.30 -9pm 

 Brigaders  (S1-6)     - 7.30 -9pm 
 

Any queries?..... Please feel free to contact me.  

We’re hoping to see many ‘old’ as well as New 

Faces when we start a new Session of....... 

‘FUN’!!  

Thanks  

Nicola Gilmore 
(Leader-in-charge)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com 

 

“Autumn  Craft Fair  

and  

Coffee Morning” 
 

Saturday, 7th October 

 

10am —  12 Noon  in Church Halls 

McMillan Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 9th September 
 

from 10 am—Noon 
 

in the Church Halls 
 

Come along and enjoy this event  
and help raise a Donation for  

‘McMillan Cancer Support’ 
 

 

Donations of Home-baking and Gifts for the  
Raffle will be very gratefully received. 

Never undervalue Volunteers. 

The Ark was build by volunteers. 

The Titanic built by professionals. 

The  GUILD -                              August  2017 
 

 We ’start back’ after the Summer Break on  

Wednesday 13th September at 7.30 pm.  
 

It’s hard to believe that Summer(?) is nearly 

over and we are ‘rarin’ to go’ with the new Ses-

sion—specially with the new facilities. 

Before our start, four of us will have been to  

the Guild Annual Rally in Dundee. This is always a 

great occasion when we hope to meet up with some 

of our Kirkaldy Link ladies. We have also received 

an invitation to the Mary’s Meals Conference at the 

Glasgow Concert Hall on Sun. 3rd Sept. (open to 

anyone interested). 
 

On Thursday, 21st Sept. The Guild go to Airth 

Parish Church for our annual Presbyterial Dedica-

tion Service (bus booked and leaves church at 6pm). 

On Wed. 21st Sept. We welcome  Rev. Grace 

Saunders to ‘officially’ start our Session. 

We had a lovely day in June at Dumfries House 

and an excellent High Tea at Largs. Amazingly the 

weather was kind to us! 

Our new syllabus is fully planned with more 

details next month. 

If you wish to attend any of our events please 

contact me (736499) or Mary Gemmell (452253). 
 

As usual we extend a warm welcome to any-

one who would care to join us at any of our events. 
  

Mary M. Innes (Secretary) 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
http://www.http;/1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk
mailto:first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com


He That Is Down 
 

He that is down need fear no fall, 

He that is low, no pride; 
He that is humble ever shall 

have God to be his guide. 
 

I am content with what I have 

Little it be or much; 
And Lord, contentment still I crave; 

Because thou savest such. 
 

Fullness to such a burden is 

that go on pilgrimage; 
Here little, and hereafter bliss 

is best from age to age. 
 

John Bunyan 

Next  ‘Parish News’ 
 

 All articles, reports, etc. for the   

‘October Issue’  

should be ready and sent/passed  

to Taylor Logan by 24th September. 
 

Once again our ’Thanks ’ to All who faithfully  

deliver ‘Parish News’ to our Members each month.  ‘God Himself is not secure, having given man 
dominion over His works.’ 

 — Helen Keller (1880-1968) (8) (PARISH NEWS)  

Cumbernauld : 

Condorrat Parish Church 

 

‘Welcome Back’   

&  Stewardship Service 
 

Sunday, 17th  September  

 

 
‘Harvest Thanksgiving’ 

 
 

Sunday, 1st October at 11am   
  
  

 

The Perfect Church 
 

If you should find the perfect church 

Without one fault or smear, 

For goodness sake don’t join this church 

You’ll spoil the atmosphere. 
 

If you should find the perfect church 

Where all anxi’ties cease, 

Then pass it by, lest joining it 

You’ll spoil the masterpiece. 
 

If you should find this perfect church 

Then don’t you ever dare 

To tread upon such holy ground: 

You’d be a misfit there. 
 

But..since no perfect church exists; 

Made of perfect kin, 

Let’s cease our looking for that church 

And love the church we’re in. 
 

Of course it’s not the perfect church - 

That’s simple to discern - 

But you and I, and all of us 

Can cause the tide to turn. 
 

What fools we are to flee the past 

In that unfruitful search, 

And find at last where problems loom 

God proudly builds His church. 


