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Cumbernauld: Condorrat Parish Church

2017
Dear Friends,

“For unto us a child is born, to us a Son is given, -- and He will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” [Isaiah 9 : 6]

What a lovely time at the Christmas Fayre, and
how great to see so many working together setting up
and manning the stalls. The array of goods was spectacular, and the place just sparkled and glittered, foreshadowing all the wonder and glory of Christmas. To
cap it all there were so many Families, and babies galore, so well-behaved and so delicate and the centre of
attention for many. It also brings home to us how delicate and vulnerable a baby is, and just how fragile
God’s Plan for saving the world was. All starting with
a baby, albeit a Special baby, yet so dependent on human parents and the good will of those around them.
That Baby’s arrival was preceded with a time of
waiting and preparation, as it is for every child with
that great mix of anticipation, hope, excitement at
times, and trying to look forward and second guess
every situation.
Likewise, Advent is a time of waiting with such
great expectations; a time of preparation and excitement in many ways. It’s lovely to go out and about
the shops and streets, to see the decorations go up, the
street markets being set up, and the cheerful brightness of people getting themselves ready for the Big
Day.
It is a time of waiting also for the Church when
we start thinking about the carols to be sung, the services to come, the joyful expectation which decorating the church brings. The Candles and Christmas
Tree are my favourite part. They herald the Christmas
Season and the wonderful hope that Christmas brings.

The reminder that Jesus came down to Earth for each
one of us; in the words of Isaiah –“ for unto us a child
is born”. A child whose birth saves each one of us,
who changed the world so much with His Teachings
on Forgiveness, Love and Supporting each other.
There is so much to look forward this December.
The Advent Bible Studies run by Churches Together;
the Festival of Light in St. Mungo’s on the 10th; and
within our church the Toddlers Praise also on the 10th
at 2pm; and the Carols by Candlelight Service on the
17th. There are also Services on Christmas Eve at
11:30pm and Christmas Morning at 10:30am.
We are also fortunate that the Boys Brigade and
the Girls Brigade will hold their Christmas Parties or
Fun Night in the Church Hall and I look forward to
attending these and joining in all the fun.
Whatever you have in store for yourself this December in the run-up to Christmas, whether it is family parties, or meeting friends, or, just organising
‘Christmas Day’, I pray that all goes smoothly. I also
pray that you find the true meaning of Christmas in all
the different ways you mark the season.
May God Bless you and your family and friends
on this day and for all of time. Merry Christmas when
it does arrive.
With every blessing,

Carols by Candlelight Service
Sunday 17th Dec. at 7.00pm

Come and join the Celebration

Grace Saunders

Cumbernauld :Condorrat Parish Church
Minister

Session Clerk

Rev. Grace Saunders BD.

Mrs Anne Russell

(Tel. 01236 452090)
Auxiliary Minister

Tel: 01236 611087
(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk)
Family Development Worker

Rev. Marion Perry

(perryask@hotmail.com)

Mrs Susan Boland
(SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk)

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship & Sunday School

11.00 am.

Tea/Coffee is served in the Church Halls after the Service
- All Welcome Communion Services: (1st Sun – March; June; September; December) at 11am & 6.30pm.

Weekly Diary

Sunday Welcome Teams

Monday
BB Anchor Boys
Choir

Hall 6.30 pm
Church 7.00 pm

Tuesday
Fellowship Group
Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Manse 1.30 pm

Wednesday
The Guild (alternate weeks)

Hall 6.30 pm
Hall 7.30 pm

10th. —

Mr. J Newlands & Team 1.

17th. —

Mr R Maclean & Team 2.

Hall 7.30 pm

24th. — Mrs L McKeown & Team 3.

Mrs Christine Macphail

Tel: 728990

TREASURER
Tel: 732377

ROLLKEEPER
Tel: 732632

CHURCH OFFICER

Mr John Graham

(2)

Mrs J Bolling & Team 4.

Hall 7.15 pm
Hall 7.15 pm

CLERK to THE BOARD

Mr John Newlands

3rd. (Morning Communion)
—
Mr J Moir & Team 5.

31st. —

Thursday
Boys’ Brigade
Junior Section
Company Section

Mrs Ann Kenny

December 2017

Tel: 611222

Charity No.: SCO 11839

HALLS LETTING

Mrs Helen Moir

Tel: 734203

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR

Mr Alistair Robertson

Tel: 734905

Sunday Intimations

P Taylor Logan
e-mail:

Tel: 732404
tayval@tiscali.co.uk

Parish News Editor

P Taylor Logan
( P A R I S H N E W S)

Notes from…..The Session Clerk

November 2017

Hello once again.
I am sure we have all commented on how quickly
this year has gone by and how the days are growing
shorter so quickly. Christmas is just a few weeks away
and we shall celebrate Advent starting on Communion
Sunday, 3rd December.
At the last Session meeting we were delighted to
have a guest speaker. Mrs Linda Grey, Session Clerk
at Abronhill Parish Church, agreed to come and give us
an insight on how Abronhill moved over to the Unitary
Constitution. This is a system that is being advocated
by The Church of Scotland for Churches to adopt and
although not mandatory at the moment, it will certainly
become “the norm” in the not too distant future. This
visit was to give us an insight into what would be involved and Mrs Grey was very helpful in her presentation. Nothing is decided at the moment and a small
group will be set up to look into it in greater detail.
You will be kept informed in due course.
At our Remembrance Service we were once again
delighted to have so many representatives from various
organisations join us in this service. After the service
in Church we attended the service at the War Memorial
in the village where wreaths were laid at both War Memorials. So many young men gave their lives for us
and for this we are eternally grateful.
Our next Toddlers Praise Service is on Sunday
10th December at 2pm. All children under school age
are welcome along with their Parents, Grandparents
and Older siblings are of course welcome.

Should you know of any children in the age group
please inform and encourage them to join us. Refreshments for all are served at the close of Service. It is
fun for all and gives the young people an introduction
to Christianity.
As announced, our elder John Denney has volunteered to “SLEEP IN THE OPEN” on 9th Dec. for
‘Social Bite’. The Church of Scotland are supporting
this Fund Raising Venture for the Homeless so I would
ask you to keep this in your prayers and hope that it is
the success that is needed. Donations may be made by
‘Virgin Giving’ and Session gave their approval for the
Retiral Collection at ‘Carols by Candlelight’ to go to
this fine cause.
Dates to remember in December:3rd.
10th.
10th.
17th.
24th.
25th.

Communion at 11am and 6.30pm
Toddlers Praise at 2pm
Festival of Light -7pm, - St Mungo’s.
Carols by Candlelight at 7pm.
Watchnight Service at 11.30pm.
Christmas Day Family Service—10.30am.

I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and
every good wish for the New Year
With all the Blessings of Christmas

Anne Russell

,

(Session Clerk)

Treasurers Report

November 2017

Dear Everyone,
Please find listed below the total Offerings for October when there were five Sundays.
For comparison, the Offerings for October last year, when there were also five Sundays, are also listed.
(Note - the Freewill Offerings/Open Plate were down considerably!)
F W Offering
and Open Plate

Bankers Order
and *DPC

Total

2016

£3,385

£1,328

£4,713

2017

£2,807

£1,326

£4,133

October

(*DPC – payment made by telephone or internet banking)

The Retiral Offerings in October were £128.50
and £134.66. Cheques for these amounts were sent to
the Glasgow City Mission, and Christian Aid for the
Rohingya Crisis Appeal respectively. We received
“Thank you” letters from both, expressing their gratitude for our donation.
The Retiral Offering on Remembrance Sunday
was £205.64 and a cheque for this amount has been
sent to Poppy Scotland/Lady Haig. A BIG ‘Thank

( P A RISH N EWS)

You’ to everyone who contributed – especially as we
have had several Retiral Offerings recently. Also, if
you left a donation for CrossReach, thank you. That,
too, was very much appreciated.
As this is the last “Parish News” of 2017, I hope
you all have a Peaceful Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
May God Bless You,
Ann Kenny

Check out the FIVE CHURCHES blog at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
You can get Parish News....in Colour!

(3)

Church Register
Deaths:
October

*

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

25th.

Mary Blyth *

of

( member)

Carrickstone Care Home

(the death of Mary Blyth was wrongly reported last month as 27th and as
a resident in Rannoch Lodge. The Editor apologises for this error.)

November
6th.

Janette Main *

of

Condorrat

22nd.

Susan Ridley *

of

Westfield

Marriage :

“Those whom God has joined together”

November
6th.

Paul BOWNESS and Rheanna Trueman

of

Westerwood

Visitations: It would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any
member who has been hospitalised. Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full
Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc. to allow time to organise visits. It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a Care Home.

The Fellowship Group

November 2017

The Group meet in the Manse on Tuesdays from 1.30pm.
All are welcome at this informal time for Fellowship & Bible Study.
‘LET GO AND LET GOD’
The above phrase makes us question
whether we should give up trying to deal with a
problem ourselves, and allow God to take over.
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, but
how would he deal with the situation when
they reached the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army
in pursuit? Moses told the people, ‘Do not be
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.....the Lord
will fight for you; you need only to be still.’
This was a ‘Let go and let God’ way of
looking at the problem. But God told Moses to
tell the Israelites to move on while saying to

Moses, ‘Raise you staff and stretch it out over
the sea to divide the sea that the people can go
through the waters on dry ground.’ Then the
Angel of the Lord and a pillar of cloud separated Pharaoh’s army from the Israelites hiding one from the other; the Israelites went forward on the dry ground; and when the Egyptians
pursued them into the passageway the Lord closed
the sea over them so that not one survived.
When the Israelites saw the Power of the Lord
against the Egyptians they put their trust in the
Lord and in Moses.
So, ‘LET GO AND LET GOD’, and may GOD
BLESS each and every one of you at Christmas.

Valerie Armstrong

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth; rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction
for right living.
2Tim. 3:16,17.

(Tel: 737777)

Social Bite Fund
Presbytery have asked that a representative
from every Church sleep outside on 9th December
in Princes Street Gardens.
There will be nearly 10,000 people ‘sleeping
rough’ to raise money for Social Bite whose aim is to
eradicate Homelessness in Scotland.

(4)

John Denney has offered to represent
Condorrat and is looking for Donations.
The Retiral Collection from the Carols By
Candlelight Service will also go to this Fund
Folk with internet access can go to the Virgin Just
Giving site and ‘log in’ to John Denney. This money
can also be Gift Aided if the Donors are Tax payers.
( P A RISH N EWS)
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Sanctuary Flo

Sunday Tea/Coffee Rotas

ers

7
December 201
rs. S. Graham
3rd. — M
rs. McKie
10th. — M
rs. Ross
17th. — M
rs. Cochrane
24th. — M Houston
rs.
31st. — M
January 2018
r. Smith
7th. — M Young
Mrs.
14th. —
rs. Walker
21st. — M McLean
rs.
28th. — M

Many, Many Thanks to those who
beautify the Sanctuary with Flowers ;
and also to those who deliver them
to the deserving each week .

December 2017
3rd.
10th.
17th.
24th.
31st.

-

7th.
14th.
21st.
28th.

-

Mrs. M.. Semple & Mrs. L. Freeland
Mrs. A Forbes & Mrs. S. Prested
Mrs. M. McKinnon & Mrs. M. Henderson

Mrs. J. McCallum & Mrs. M. Innes
Mrs. S. Graham & Mrs. S. Gibson
January 2018
Mrs. L. Flavell & Mrs. I. Rankine
Mrs. J. McRae & Mrs. E. Wales
Mrs. M. Muirhead & Mrs. J. Waite
Mrs. M. Semple & Mrs. L. Freeland

Come along and join us for a cup of Tea/Coffee
in the Halls after Sunday Services.
Enjoy a bit of chat and Fellowship with others
– you may find that YOU wish to help out

Mary Innes.

Cumbernauld Churches Together
— Remember our Parish in Prayer —.

Prayer for Condorrat
For You at Christmas
May this of all your Christmas’s
Turn out to be the best.
May each new hour of the clock
Become the happiest.
May all your friends remember you
With cards or gifts that day,
And may You have a lot of things
To share and give away.
May all your loved ones near and far
Enjoy this Christmas too.
Because the knowledge of their joy
Will mean so much to you.
And when the New Year rolls around
With twelve more months to spend,
May health and fortune call on you
And stay from start to end.
May life be bright and prosperous
And full of things that please
And may it add the richest touch
To all your memories.
James Metcalf

Circle Condorrat Lord
Keep protection near and danger far,
Keep hope within and despair without.
Circle Condorrat Lord,
Keep light near and darkness far,
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen.

The Sunday School
We are having a ‘Mini Christmas Market’
on Sunday, 17th December in the Church hall
after the Family Service. All the money raised
will be sent to our Chosen Charity in the new
year, so we hope you will all find something to
buy.
A number of the items have been made by
the girls who have been impressive both in their
craft skills and also in helping to organise the
market - all in addition to our usual programme
of Bible Study.

Many Thanks,

Remember to bring your used Postage Stamps
to the Church and help in the wider work of
the Church of Scotland.

( P A RISH N EWS )

Lesley Freeland
(5)

Notes from.....The Clerk to the Congregational Board
Hello Everyone,
This is always a busy time of year for us all. It is
no different in the Church. As I write, preparations are
being made for our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 25th
November. Decorations will be put up in the halls,
Christmas music will be played, Santa will be waiting
for eager children, and Stalls will be full of Christmas
‘goodies’ for you to buy. Then of course there is always the Home Baking and ‘Hearty Soups’ to savour.
Please support our efforts, as this is one of our main
sources of income for the maintenance of our buildings
and keeping things comfortable for all to use.
Work should have begun to repair the front wall
of the church grounds, and some pointing of the walls
of the Church building will also be done. There is also
some work required to the downpipes and handrails
around the building. This may, or may not be done before the end of the year, for as always, outside jobs are
weather dependent.

The Social Committee

November 2017

Our Sanctuary is always very colourful and welcoming during Advent. Our thanks are due to those
who give up their time to decorate the tree and the window sills, and to the various local schools who contribute their handiwork.
Over the Advent season we have services to
cater for everyone; Communion on the first Sunday;
Toddlers Praise on the second Sunday; Carols by
Candlelight on the third Sunday; and Christmas Eve
Services on the fourth Sunday. Please look out for
times which I’m sure will be published elsewhere in
Parish News and the notice-board.

I hope you all have a happy and peaceful
Christmas. Till next year…

November 2017

We have now had the Christmas Fayre and despite
lots of other events happening in Condorrat we had a
good attendance and a successful day. There were lots of
Families and Fun, and Santa even fitted us into his busy
schedule, much to the delight of the children. With some
money still to come in the final total is about £1700 .
‘Thank You’ to everyone who supported us by helping or
just coming along on the day. It made the hard work all
worthwhile.
The Christmas Card Display will be operating
throughout December with the Post Box in the vestibule
from 3rd Dec. to the 24th. The idea is to write one card to
‘Everyone’, and enclose a donation of the money you
saved. Mrs Kenny has kindly agreed to be in sole charge
of opening all cards so all donations remain private. We
now have a wooden ‘Christmas Tree’ -donated from the
Craft Fair by Mark Bulloch - on which the cards will be
displayed.

Christine Macphail
Clerk to the Board
The GUILD -

November 2017

We enjoyed 2 musical evenings last month
- our Annual outing to the Falkirk Bohemians
Show, & our Evening Fundraiser. At the latter
some of the ladies (no names, no pack drill) were ‘up dancing’ to the tunes of the very talented
accordion playing of Mrs. Janet Graham. We give
‘Thanks’ to all members and friends who came
along and supported this event in aid of our Projects. Our other meeting, in November, was to
learn more of Haiti as one of our projects and
proved very informative and eye-opening. We
have much for which to be thankful.
‘Panto Night is on Wednesday, 6th Dec.’

January — Wed. 31st

Fish Supper Night

Our closing meeting for this half of the
Session is on the13th Dec. when we will be shown
some Bag-packing for Mary's Meals. Once again
our ‘Thanks’ to all who contribute to these and
please feel free to come along and join us that
evening.
We restart on 10th January with an informal
evening—but always Tea and chat!

March — (date to be confirmed)

Spring Craft Fair/
Coffee Morning
Summer Fete

We extend a warm welcome to anyone
who would care to join us at any of our events
and at this time

Events for 2018:

May —Sat. 19th
June — Sat. 29th

Ladies Lunch/Fashion Show

The Committee wish everyone A Very Happy Christmas
and say ‘Thank You Everyone’ for all your help and
support throughout 2017.

Margaret McCallum
(Social Convener)

(6)

‘The Silence of the Lambs’ follow-up is being re-made for
a Scottish audience. It’s to be called ‘Shut Up Ewes 2’.

— We wish you all A Very Blessed Christmas
and A Good New Year.

Mary M. Innes
(Secretary)

A Sunday School teacher was telling her class
about Lot. ‘....and God told Lot to take his family and
flee from the city, but Lot’s wife looked back and was
turned into a pillar of salt’.
‘Wow ‘, said a child. ‘And what happened to the flea?’

( P A RISH N EWS)

1st Condorrat Company
The Boys’ Brigade
November ’17

Hi Everyone,
The Company Section are working on a new venture this month - Map Reading and Orienteering. They
continue too with their work on the Christian Faith
elements of the Badge-work programme, and with
plenty of effort going into practicing for their Drill and
PE Competitions in the New year they’re certainly
keeping busy. A team representing the Company at the
National Master-team Competition in our own church
hall came a very creditable second in a hard fought
Quiz. Well done to everyone involved and a special
thanks to all who helped prepare and serve the food at
the end of the night.
The Junior Section continue with their Badgework, but we are now well into the ‘Competition season’ with the Bible Knowledge & Collage Comps.
having already taken place (Hot off the press: FIRST in
the Collage and SECOND in the Bible Knowledge).
Work has started on rehearsals for Figure Marching
and PT Competitions in the New Year. Juniors also
attended the (now Annual) ‘Giant Sleepover’ at the
Science Centre in Glasgow — 15 Boys’ and 3 Staff
having an extremely enjoyable and educational night.
(We even got some sleep!)

The Girls’ Brigade

November 2017.

Hi Folks!

All Girls are working hard setting about their
various Badge-work tasks.
On the 14th Nov. the Girls took part in their
sponsored Zumbathon, which was great, but tiring fun
which everyone really enjoyed. We are still counting
the Sponsor Donations (at present standing at £320).
Well Done Girls!- we may make this an Annual event.

Alpha Course
I’m starting up an Alpha Course on Monday, 8th
January at 7pm in Abronhill Parish Church, which
will run for about 10 weeks. I have had some interest
from Condorrat Congregation in attending this and if you
would like to know more, please contact me either
through my e-mail SBolands@churchofscotland.org.uk
or Tel: 07858 652352.
Alpha has been updated since Nicky Gumbel first
led the Alpha Discipleship Course in the 1990’s and the
videos modernised. No longer does one sit listening to a
lecture for 45 minutes as it’s now much more interactive
with young presenters (though no Nicky Gumbel) and
features topics such as ‘Who is Jesus?’ and ‘Why did Jesus die?’ - along with discussion on prayer and scripture.
Time given for discussion and all discussions are treated
in confidence. Although I hesitate at offering a meal be-

The Anchor Section have started preparing for
Christmas with plenty of Singing, Arts & Crafts and
Games. Look out for their hand-made Christmas cards.
All Sections were represented at the Remembrance
Service in the Church, followed by the short service at
the War Memorial in the village. As always, our young
people were a credit to the Boys’ Brigade and to their
parents at this important annual event.
Preparations are now underway for our Second
Christmas Family Fun Night on 14th December.
This was a great success when we tried it out two years
ago and we’re hoping to repeat this on our last meeting
of the year before Christmas. Invitations will soon be
coming home with the Boys’.
Contacts :- Anchor Boys: Mrs Weir 0141 777 8707
Junior Section: Mr Russell 0784 768 966
Coy & Senior Sections: Mr Ramsay 0790 328 9245
(Note:...... Boys will be kept updated by text.)

Derek Russell
(Lieutenant)
www.http;//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk

Everyone is now looking forward to the Christmas Season and getting ‘Super-excited’ about the Girls
Brigade Christmas Party on the 19th Dec.
(And if the Girls have been good this year there may be
a special visitor coming along too!). .
Thanks,

Nicola Gilmore
(Leader-in-charge)

Tel: 07557470195

fore each Alpha evening, we will however have Tea/
Coffee and biscuits — an essential part of the Alpha
Course, designed to provide a relaxing and comfortable
environment.
The Alpha Course is designed for those who ask
questions about Jesus. But whether you are an Agnostic
who believes in something spiritual but not sure what; an
Atheist who doesn’t believe in any spiritual being but
questions aspects of their life; a Christian, young in their
faith, who wants to know more; or perhaps someone who
has attended church all their life and wants to deepen
their faith even more, then the Alpha course can open up
discussion, give permission to ask the difficult questions
and express ones doubts and forge a new relationship
with God.

Susan Boland

*****
Too many people buy things they don’t need, with money they don’t have, to impress people they don’t know.

( P A RISH N EWS)

(7)

‘Carols
by
Candlelight’
Sunday, 17th Dec.
at 7.00pm

Watchnight
Service
Sunday
24th Dec.
at

11.30pm

in Church

(Carol singing from 11pm.)

A Retiral Collection is for the Social Bite Fund
to help eradicate Homeless-

Joy to the World
As church bells ring out
Across the Earth
To herald once more
The Christ Child’s birth,
May you be blessed
In a most special way
With the Joy that came
On that first Christmas Day.
Helen Steiner Rice

After church one Sunday a man said to the Minister,
‘ Y’know your sermon today reminded me of the
peace and mercy of God’.
The flattered minister asked the man to explain.
The man sighed, ‘Well....it passeth all understanding and will endureth forever.’

Sunday Welcome Teams
for January 2018

(8)

7th.

Mr J. Moir & Team 5.

14th.

Mr. J. Newlands & Team 1.

21st.

Mr. R. Maclean & Team 2.

29th.

Mrs. L. McKeown & Team 3.

An elderly man was driving down the motorway when
his hands-free mobile phone rang. It was his son.
‘Dad, it’s on the News that there’s a car driving the
wrong way down the motorway. Be careful.’
‘One car?’ screamed Dad. ‘There’s hundreds of them!’

*****

A lorry-load of tortoises crashed with a lorry-load
of terrapins....... It was a turtle disaster!

Toddler’s ‘ChristmaS’ Praise
Sunday, 10th December at 2pm

Next ‘Parish News’
All articles, reports, etc. for
the ‘January/February Issue’
should be ready and sent or passed
to Taylor Logan by 24th January, 2018.
Once again our ’Thanks’
to ALL who faithfully deliver ‘Parish News’ to
our Members each month.
&
‘A Very Happy Christmas to All our Readers’
( P A RISH N EWS)

