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Cumbernauld: Condorrat Parish Church

2020

Dear Friends,

“The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want, He makes me down to lie,
In pastures green, He leadeth me, The quiet waters by.”

These words form the Psalm can be very comforting and are a fine example of Pastoral Care. However,
as human beings we are not so good when we are made
to “lie down in pastures green”. Unfortunately that is
just what is happening right now when the world is on
hold and we are part of the enforced slow down of activity. Everyone will cope in different ways and I know
that we will all get through it and find in the summer,
or, whenever, this blows over that there will be many
stories to tell.
The most distressing part for me and I am sure for
all of you is that we cannot meet together in our lovely
Sanctuary. It was a heartbreaking thing to have to say
to everyone “We have to close down”. Yet we have
Faith and we have the Lord; He does not change and
He is with us all wherever we are and whatever we are
doing; He will sustain us during this time.
The best advice I heard on the TV from a psychologist was for everyone to take care of mind, body and,
what he called, heart and what I would call – Soul.
As far as the mind goes, this is a time of opportunity –
a time to learn something new; take up a new craft;
cover the house in crochet squares; learn to draw or
paint; ‘the world is your oyster’. An extremely good
idea is to start writing a Daily Diary, or, Journal and
put down your thoughts as events unfold and how you
feel about them. It is a good thing to look back on and
to remind ourselves all this really happened.
As for keeping the body fit? Well how about dancing to favourite music, or, maybe even a little aerobics
in the kitchen. Maybe just like me it will be a few chair
exercises, going up and down the stairs, or even the
‘green gym’.... out doing the garden.
Most important is our Soul or Spiritual Life.
Worship is no less valid if you are on your own singing
along to a hymn on the TV or Radio. There are many
ways of worshipping during this time of separation
from each other. The Church of Scotland have a website - just tap in to The Church of Scotland on Google
and click on the official site. There you will find a
thought for the day, latest news about the national
church and a link to services being broadcast which
can be viewed online. Do not forget Sanctuary First
which the Rev. Albert Bogle has pioneered and they
also have similar services.

Take time for yourself and read your favourite
Parable from the Bible and continue to pray for those
affected by the virus and their families. We should also
pray for the church nationally and locally and all those
affected so badly at this time.
I will not be visiting but I will phone those who I
visit regularly. If you know of anyone in need of
prayer or a phone call, please let me know via e-mail
and I will contact them. It is sad to say that as I am
over 70, I will be working from home.. but not here in
Condorrat. I am at Kirriemuir and staying here helping
support my son, Andrew. I hope that you all can appreciate that it made sense for us to both self-isolate in the
same place. I have informed Presbytery of my decision
and have their blessing. I will be back as soon as we
are all allowed out and about and we can have the biggest, happiest, loveliest Celebration Service. This is
something to look forward to - especially as we shall
miss Holy Week Services, Easter Celebrations and
Communion in June.
You may worry about funerals and what can be
done to remember those we have known and loved.
My plan is to hold a Memorial Service once we are
back, (maybe in September), when we can get everything together. But I am unable to conduct any funeral
services after Wednesday, and I am sorry but it may be
that funerals will be restricted - there have been a lot
of changes already and I think there’s more to come.
Let us then keep calm and take each day as it comes
and I hope that you keep the Church in mind during
this time and continue to support us all with your
prayers. I have put on the notice at the church
“Let us continue to keep faith and carry on”.
Pray every Sunday morning at 11am and, wherever we
are the body of the church will pray together and our
bond will strengthen.
“May the Lord Bless you and keep you and
may He Make His face shine upon you and
give you His peace.”
With every Blessing,

Rev. Grace Saunders
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SUNDAY SERVICES:

Morning Worship & Sunday School
is suspended until further notice
Communion Services: 1st Sun in March; June; September; & December at 11am.
Normal Weekly Diary

Sunday Services

Monday

BB Anchor Section
Choir

Hall 6.30pm.
Church 7.00pm.

Tuesday

Girls’ Brigade
Explorers
Juniors & Brigaders

Hall 6.30pm.
Hall 7.30pm.

Wednesday

The Guild (alternate weeks) Hall 7.30 pm.
Thursday

Boys’ Brigade
Junior Section
Company Section

Hall 7.30 pm.
Hall 7.30 pm.
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The Church of Scotland
have decreed that all Church
Services should be cancelled
until further notice.
All Organisations and Hall
Lets have been put ‘on hold’
for the time being.
The Kirk Session
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Treasurers Report

April 2020

Dear Everyone,
In February there was a considerable increase in the Total Offerings compared to last year which
was due to the Joint Service at the Old Parish Church on 26th January 2020 when people were asked to
keep their Weekly Free Will Offering Envelope and give it with their Offering in February. Thank
you if you did this.
The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 2019 have been completed and signed
by the Clerk to the Congregational Board, the Treasurer and the Independent Examiner.
As Attestation Day was postponed, the Accounts were sent to the Finance Convenor and are,
therefore, now with Falkirk Presbytery.
In these very uncertain times, the most important thing is to keep safe but, as we are all aware,
there is no service on a Sunday and won't be for the foreseeable future. However, we still have bills to
pay - Mission and Ministries Allocation, Insurance, Staffing, to name a few.
If you do not already do so (and I Thank sincerely those of you who do), I ask anyone else who can,
to please make payment to the Church through your bank. You can deposit cash, pay in a cheque made
payable to Condorrat Parish Church or begin paying by BACs. Should you require our bank details,
please contact me 01236 732377. However, should you not wish to do any of these, please continue
to put your offering in your envelope weekly and put it all in the offering bag the next time you are in
Church.
Thank you for helping to keep our Church going.
Finally...although you may be reading this a few days before Easter, may I wish each and every
one of you a very ‘Happy Easter’. I hope that your journey through Lent has been, and continues to
be, a positive experience for you.
May God Bless You All,

Ann Kenny

The Social Committee

April 2020

The Spring Craft Fair and Coffee Morning
is cancelled due to the ‘Covid 19’ situation.
Unfortunately, due to this ongoing crisis,
ALL EVENTS which we have organised
are also cancelled until further notice.
We are so sorry about this but we must
follow all church guidelines.
Thank You.......Everyone,

Margaret McCallum
(Social Convener)
(07799 281876)

The GUILD

April 2020

Our Fundraiser on 11th March
was our Annual Spring Tea and with
entertainment provided by our own
‘Hame Folk’ it proved to be a very
happy and enjoyable evening and we
managed to raise £374.
‘Thank You’ to all who came along.
All further Guild Meetings are now
suspended until further notice in
view of the ‘shut down’ of all Church
Organisation at this very trying time.
Lesley Freeland
(Tel: 734930)

Fabric Envelopes

Dear Members,
Fabric Envelopes are given out with your Communion
Card at each communion by your Elder. Your donations into the
envelopes are for the upkeep of the church premises (the church,
church halls and the manse). If you are a Taxpayer please ensure
to put you name and address on the space provided allowing us
to reclaim 25p in every pound of your donation.
Thank you for your continued support.

Doreen Ross
F.W.O. and Gift Aid Convenor
( P AR ISH N EWS )

(3)

Church Register
Deaths:

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”

(

*member)

March 2020

25th
Visitations:

Fay Archibald *

of

Westfield

Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister.

However, it would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any
member who has been hospitalised. Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full
Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc. It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office
-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a particular Care Home.
*****

The Fellowship/Prayer Group

April 2020

The Group are not meeting until further notice.
Prayer requests should be made to me by letter or telephone..
‘Joshua spoke to God.....and the Sun stopped....stock still.’ (Joshua 10: 11)
Joshua was fighting with everything he
had, but there was an element that he couldn’t
control, so he said to God ‘I will do what I can
but I call on YOU to do what I can’t; that is to
arrest the thing that controls the whole system.’
When we are running out of time and
need a ‘25th hour’ in our day there is only one
place to go...and that is to GOD. He can stop the
Sun and ‘freeze’ the circumstances! He can give
you that extra time to get a new strategy and
‘win the battle’.
The ‘25th hour’ is when God allows us to
redeem the time we have squandered feeling
sorry for ourselves when we should have been
fighting the enemy. We do not get this because
of our merits...... we only get it because of
God’s favour!

‘There has been no day like that, before it
or after it.....’ (Joshua 10: 14).
Now, 25th day folk are different, because....
(a) they pray prayers that nobody has ever
prayed before; because they believe that nothing is
too difficult for the Lord.
(b) they remember their wasted years and live
with gratitude for the gift of a second chance.
(c) they live with that sense of urgency because even though the clock has ‘run out’, God has
given them extra time.
It is not too late for any of us as Joshua’s God is
OUR GOD and He is still in control.
So TALK to HIM in prayer when you feel stressed
and unable to achieve what you require and tell Him
that you look for His favour that you may carry out
His will in your life!
THEN THANK HIM
AND TELL HIM OF YOUR GRATITUDE!

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.
2 Tim. 3:16,17.

Valerie Armstrong
(Tel: 737777)

Saved by the Bell?

*****

In 18th century England they started running out of places
to bury people. Consequently, people would dig up coffins
and take the bones to a 'bone-house' and re-use the grave.
When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were
found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realized
they had been burying people alive! So the clergy decreed
that they should tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead
it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to
a bell. They then had someone sit out in the graveyard all
night (the 'graveyard shift') to listen for the bell.
Thus, someone could be 'saved by the bell'.
They also could be considered a 'dead ringer.'
(4)

A minister tells how after a change of
church he met at a party an attractive
woman who was a member of his former
congregation.
‘And how do you like your new minister?’
he asked, making conversation.
Her response produced a few wry smiles.
‘Oh, he’s fine.’ she said, ‘But he doesn’t
hold me the way you did.’
*****
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Adult Christian Education Programme
Bible Study and Discipleship
Group Courses are unfortunately
suspended until further notice.

Due to the Coronavirus Epidemic the Church
of Scotland has decided to cancel this year’s
General Assembly which was due to open on
16th May 2020.
Principal Clerk, Rev Dr George Whyte said,
“We did not take this decision lightly but in the
current circumstances it was the only choice we could
make. Our Assembly would have brought almost a
thousand people to a week-long meeting in Edinburgh
including visitors from overseas and from other
churches. It is a time when we can celebrate being the
Church and make important decisions about our future
but these are exceptional times and people’s health
must come first.
We were also looking forward to welcoming the
Duke of Cambridge as the Queen’s representative but
we are assured that Prince William will understand
our unavoidable decision. We hope that he may be
Lord High Commissioner on another occasion.
In the meantime the Church will find alternative
ways to make urgent decisions including confirming
the appointment of our new Moderator, the Rev Dr
Martin Fair, who will take up his duties in May.”

Take a Moment
‘How is your Prayer Life?’
Does it start your day?
Does it settle you down at night?
Does prayer inform your decision-making?
Prayer offers a relationship with God like
no other. In scripture, Jesus teaches prayer;
and through Him we are offered an open channel to God’s presence.
Prayer is the powerhouse of the worshipping community.
Prayer informs and re-forms Faith.
Prayer is never selfish and knows no
bounds.
‘So.........how is your Prayer Life?’

Remember to save your used
Postage Stamps and bring them to the
Church at the first opportunity
to help with the wider work of
The Church of Scotland.
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“Toddler’s Praise”
on Palm Sunday
is CANCELLED.

The Sunday School

April 2020

In line with all Church Organisations,
due to the COVID 19 Virus we are not
meeting until further notice.

Lesley Freeland

(SS Leader-in-charge)

Cumbernauld Churches Together
Prayer for Condorrat

Circle Condorrat Lord
Keep protection near and danger far,
Keep hope within and despair without.
Circle Condorrat Lord,
Keep light near and darkness far,
Keep peace within and anxiety without.
Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Shield Condorrat on every side.
Amen.
Prayer Pointers...........
Commenting on prayer, the Rev. Ken Lawson
said that he had learned that prayer is.....
 ‘Natural, rather than religious.
 Like breathing; mostly unconscious and does not
need ‘me’ to understand the process - all people
pray without necessarily calling it prayer.
 An attitude rather than an activity.
 A relationship rather than a conversation; closer
than the closest relationship with another human
being; not limited to a particular time or place.
(He does not always use the words, silent or audible, and says ‘it is deeper and more unpredictable’).
 The non-stop relationship with God whether ‘I’
am acknowledging it or not; a being with, rather
than an asking for’.
*****

Give a woman an inch .......
......... and she thinks she’s a ruler.
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Notes from.....The Kirk Session and the Congregational Board
Hello Everyone,
I write this article wearing two hats –
Session Clerk pro tem and Clerk to the Congregational Board. As you may know our Session Clerk,
Anne Russell, has been in hospital and is presently
recuperating. I’m sure you join with me in wishing
her a speedy recovery.
The Church of Scotland have issued Guidelines to observe while this Coronavirus epidemic
lasts. Copies of this are displayed on Noticeboards
throughout the church premises - and I am sure
you are all familiar with them now – Don’t come
to Church if you or anyone in your household is
unwell; wash your hands or use gel frequently;
and cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the
crook of your elbow. If we all use our common
sense we should avoid passing on the virus.

At this time of year the Kirk Session and
Board act together as Joint Trustees of Condorrat
Parish Church to attest the records, books and
registers. In other words, we check that all the
relevant information is up to date so that it can
then be taken to Presbytery, who also do a check
and then, I assume, pass them on to the Church of
Scotland in Edinburgh. We have had two meetings in the last week to make sure we have everything in place. However, as I write, the Attestation
in Falkirk has now been postponed as a result of
the Church of Scotland Guidelines on Coronavirus, but we know our books are ready for when
they are required.
Our Spring Coffee Morning and Craft Fair is
also cancelled because of these recommendations.
Other events planned for later this year will be
decided using relevant information nearer the
time. Probably, ‘guidance’ will have moved on
from now but I hope it won’t be too long before
we can get things running again.
Mrs. Kenny, our Treasurer, presented the
Annual Accounts to the Trustees. They were all in
Do you or your family
ever shop ‘online’?
If you do then why not do it with
‘Easyfundraising’ ?
This is a great way to make money for our
Church with no fees.
Just find Easyfundraising on ‘Google’ etc. and
register, name Condorrat Parish Church as your
‘cause’ and then every time you shop go into
‘Easyfundraising’ and hit ‘Go Shopping’.
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For help contact Margaret

McCallum

or Susan Gibson

April 2020

order and will be made available to the Congregation in due course as the Annual Stated Meeting
has been cancelled, along with all church activities, including the Food Bank, until further notice.
The Finance Committee have been working
on the Budget and Income Forecast for 2020
which was realistic, and was approved. It is very
apparent that although many members give regularly, we are still dependent on our Fundraising
Events to keep our ‘heads above water’. The deficit between our weekly income and our overheads
is increasing. This could become a real concern
with our Social Events cancelled and income from
them lost. The Social value of these events is important so let us hope we shall be able to enjoy
them again soon.
Toddlers’ Praise on Palm Sunday is cancelled
and Mrs. Boland’s Easter Activities planned for
her visit to Condorrat Primary School before
Easter likewise with the schools closed. However
like everything else at the moment all plans are
changed!
All Services during Holy Week to be held on
Maundy Thursday (9th April) and Good Friday
(10th April) are also cancelled.
As we have to ‘self-isolate’ and thus unable
to come to church for some time, may I wish you
all well and look forward to a time when we can
again all share in worship. Until then..
May joy and peace surround you,
Contentment latch your door,
And happiness be with you,
And bless you evermore.
(Celtic Prayer)

and please keep the church
and our work in your prayers,

Christine MacPhail
Clerk to the Board

The Limerick packs laughs anatomical
Into space that is quite economical.
But the good ones I’ve seen
So seldom are clean,
And the clean ones so seldom are comical.

Check the CONDORRAT blog at

www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
( P AR ISH N EWS )

1st Condorrat Company
The Boys’ Brigade
April 2020
Hi Everyone,

Once again not much to report.
In view of the Coronavirus situation ALL Boys’
Brigade National Meetings and Events are Suspended until further notice as are ALL Company
Activities.
We cancelled our ‘ASDA Packing Day’ as a
precaution and have put the Company Section Trip
to Blackpool in April ‘on hold’ to see how the situation develops. Similarly with the Junior Section
Camp at the end of May.
We shall keep you up-to-date with developments regarding the Company
As usual all Parents and Guardians etc. will be
contacted either through e-mail or Text.
Contacts :
Anchor Boys:
Mrs Weir
0141 777 870
Junior Section:
Mr Russell 0784 768 966
Coy & Senior Sections:
Mr Ramsay 0790 328 9245
(Note:...... Boys will be kept updated by text.)

Andrew Eadie
(Company Captain)

Tel: 611 317 or 07748 537621
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com
www.http;//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk

1st Condorrat Company

The girls’ Brigade
April 2020.

Hi Folks!
We would like to “Thank” everyone who
came along to support our Coffee Evening
on the 10th March, when we raised over
£400 for Company Funds. Girls, Parents
and friends had a great night with the Fayre
Games......... and the refreshments.

We have to inform everyone that, as of
now, meetings of The Girls’ Brigade are
cancelled until further notice due to the
Coronavirus, as per instructions from The
Girls’ Brigade Scotland HQ. This is very sad
as the Girls have worked so hard all year.
We shall not meet again this Session and will
see what happens by September when, hope
fully, things will have ‘settled down’. We can
then perhaps have a Parents Evening when
the Girls can be awarded for all their hard
work.
The 1st Condorrat Girl’s Brigade ‘Thank’
EVERYONE for your continuing support
and hope to see you all very soon.
Thanks again,
Nicola Gilmore
(Captain)

Tel: 07557470195
first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com

Information received from the Church of Scotland
I have received an email from the Church of Scotland
about ‘scamming’. They now have evidence of incidents
where organised crime has targeted Church of Scotland
Office Bearers using a type of attack known as “spear
phishing”. Online Banking is particularly vulnerable.
I wish you to know that we do not use Online Banking for the Church Accounts. When payments are made,
a cheque is written and signed by two signatories.
There are photocopies of all cheques written. A blank
cheque is never presented for signature or signed. One
of the pieces of advice given in the information is that
we do not make payments without a supporting Invoice.
I can assure you that we never do.
This information is really for Office Bearers but I
think it is important that everyone is aware of what,
potentially, could happen and why it is important that
we deal with payments in the way that we do. The full
information, running to several sheets, has been issued
to the signatories but, if you would like to see a copy,
please let me know.

Ann Kenny
( P AR ISH N EWS )

Friendship
Love is friendship that has caught fire.
It is quiet understanding, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving.
It is loyalty through good and bad times.
It settles for less than perfection and
makes allowances for human weaknesses.
*****

The friend who can be silent with
us in a moment of despair or confusion,
who can stay with us in an hour of grief
and bereavement, who can tolerate not
knowing... not healing, not curing......
that is a friend who cares.
*****

A friend listens to what you say.
Best friends listen to
what you don't say.
*****

There are friendships imprinted in our
hearts that will never be diminished by
time and distance
(7)

Parish Review
Condorrat Parish Church
March/April 2000

From the Manse
Dear Friends,
“What a celebration!”
Condorrat celebrated, and in true style, the 125th Anniversary of the opening of the Church building.
On Sunday, 2nd April, we welcomed the Right Reverend John B Cairns, Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, to our morning worship. He with his
wife, Liz, brought the good wishes of the Assembly and offered a timely word that our faith is not only for inside the
Church. In many ways the Moderator set us all a challenge to
take the best that our faith offers out in everyday life. A true
way indeed to celebrate the Lord’s goodness.
“What a celebration!”
On Tuesday, 4th April, many gathered in the church to
share in the praising of God on the actual anniversary date.
Hymns and songs, old and new, set the evening aglow. We
reflected upon the past and ‘looked forward in faith’ to a
bright, sharing future. A true way indeed, to share the praising of our Lord for His goodness, mercy and blessings over
the past 125 years in Condorrat.
“What a celebration!”..............
..........”

Opposite is my reproduction of part of the minister’s letter on the front page of the Church Magazine
of 20 years ago, on the 125th Anniversary of our
Church.
Also included was a letter from the Moderator
thanking us for our welcome and hospitality.
This was a time of Celebration at the church when
Anniversary Mugs were on sale (do YOU still have
one?) along with photographs taken at the Tea after
the Moderator’s visit on 2nd April.
There was also a report by the 34th Cumbernauld
Guides who met in the Church Hall at this time along
with the Boys’ Brigade (who didn’t have a Company/
Senior Section then) and the Girls’ Brigade. We also
had a Sunday Creche and a Crèche Rota which was
published in the church ‘Review’ along with Sunday
Duty and Tea Rotas. - Sunday Fellowship Tea/Coffee
was served in church house then.
Articles were printed from all the Organisations as
nowadays and also the ‘125 Project’....can you remember that?
The Annual Fete was intimated for 20th May at
2.00pm.....Admission 20p and 10p (children).
So we now only have 5 years before we ‘celebrate’
the 150th Anniversary of Condorrat Parish Church.
Next ‘Parish News’

All articles, reports, etc. for the ‘’May Issue’
should be sent or given to Taylor Logan
By 20th April 2020

We can all share in celebrating the Lord’s goodness
and love.
May the joy of Easter, that risen hope for us all,
remain with you all the year through.
yours in Christ
with every blessing

We plan to continue publishing at this time of
crisis and have it available on the
www.ccosfive.wordpress.com web-site
and by e-mail.

Rev. H Taylor Brown

giftaid it
What is Gift Aid ?

This is a government scheme which allows the
Congregation (as a registered charity) to reclaim the
tax you have already paid on the money you give in
your offering

How does the Church Benefit ?
While the basic rate of Income Tax is 20%, the congregation can recover tax at the rate of 25%

£4
£20
£40
£100

becomes
becomes
becomes
becomes

£5
£25
£50
£125
. .....and so on.

gation, and other Charities to which you make Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial value of your ‘gifts’ for
that year.

What is required ?
Sign a Gift Aid Declaration – this can be obtained from
the Gift Aid Convener.
Give your offering using FWO Envelopes, or by Bank
Standing Order, or by Cheque – to provide the Church with
the necessary record of your giving.

You must advise if you cease to pay sufficient tax,
or change your name or home address.

Gift Aid Declaration Forms or further information

Who can give through Gift Aid ?

is available from our Gift Aid Convener:....

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax,
which is annually at least equal to the Tax which the Congre-

A notice for a talk at a women’s meeting read,
‘Is Premature Greyness Hereditary?’
One onlooker was heard to comment,
‘Definitely. I got mine from my kids!’
(8))

Mrs Doreen Ross

Mob. No. 07769203648

A mother discussing the latest problems with
her teenage daughter was heard to say.
‘We named her Helen Joy; and it’s been that
way ever since.’
*****

( P AR ISH N EWS )

