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C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

CHURCH has RE-OPENed       SUNDAYs  at 11.am 

LIMITED SEATING SO ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE   Phone: oi236 611087 

We certainly rejoiced when we entered 

the church on the 20th September, It was a true joy 

to come through the doors and see the dear Sanctu-

ary with the red chairs and carpet and the lovely 

calming colour of the interior. It did the heart good 

just to be there and I know that everyone who could 

attend had such a sense of well-being and peace 

from being there.  

It was a lot of hard work to get the Sanctuary 

ready and open in time, what with paperwork plus 

marking out and putting up signs, organising seating 

and hand sanitisers everywhere. We owe a very 

large ‘Thanks’ to all who participated in any way to 

enable the church to be open, andI’m pleased to say 

that all the discussion and thought which had gone 

into it worked out very well. Everyone knew what 

they were doing and for those attending church it 

went like clockwork, So a very big ‘Thanks’ also to 

the Duty Team on the day and all those who will 

take part as time moves on. 

It was also great to hear Ann Taylor playing 

and just wonderful to listen to familiar Hymn tunes 

though a little frustrating as we could not sing - out 

loud. However, we could say the Lords Prayer to-

gether and you have no idea how wonderful that 

sounded. A Blessing to us all and for those who 

cannot come, for the many different reasons. I am 

sure that you will be pleased to know that ‘church 

life’ is slowly and with very small steps starting 

again.  

I know that many of you will want to wait until 

the “All-clear”, and life returns to ‘normal’ and we 

can all meet again when life is safer. Until then be 

assured that you are all in my prayers and thoughts, 

I cannot visit but as time moves on I will continue 

to phone as many folk as I can — and you can 

phone me if you feel you need a chat. Please be as-

sured that you are still a valued member of the 

Church and part of the body of the Church, some-

thing which I hope brings you some comfort. 

Psalm 122, today reflects much of our mood 

these last two weeks, a sense of joy when called to 

attend the House of God and to be able to do this 

together. Swelling the Praise to God through our 

being able to pray together for ourselves and for our 

Community.  And although we know that the 

Church never closed in body as so many carry the 

Love of God in their hearts and worship in different 

ways it is still good to have the witness of believers 

coming together.  

We are not there yet, however, the Halls have not 

been opened yet which means that the Boys Brigade 

and Girls Brigade still meet through “Zoom”, and 

various other means too technical for me to tell. 

Again, though this is very encouraging it would be 

wonderful for them to be able to meet with their 

friends and work through their badges together. 

Please pray for the Uniformed Organisations in our 

area and for young people and their families as they 

make decisions about joining in.  
We hope that the Halls will be opened once all 

the work required is completed and the paper-work 
(of course) and the relevant permission given. This 
will affect others hoping to use the Halls and we 
look forward to other church groups being able to 
come together depending on the restrictions.    

 Well everyone, that is all the news for now,  
 
May God Bless You and Keep You, 

 

  

“I rejoiced when I heard them say ‘Let us go to the house of God’.   

And now our feet are standing in Your Gates.”          [Psalm 122] 
Dear Friends, 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

2020 
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Cumbernauld :Condorrat Parish Church 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders  
B.Th; B.Sc. 

  

Tel. 01236 452090)  

Session Clerk 

Mrs Anne Russell 
Tel: 01236 611087 

(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk) 

Family Development Worker 

Mrs Susan Boland 
(SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk) 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Mrs Christine Macphail    Tel: 728990  
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny                Tel: 732377 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands           Tel: 732632 
 

FABRIC CONVENOR 

Mr Gordon Bennie           Tel: 734637 
 

FWO & GIFT AID ADMINISTRATOR 
 

    Mrs Doreen Ross      Mob. No. 07769 203648 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

HALLS LETTING 
 

 Mrs Elizabeth Hutton       Tel: 07502 457198 

Mrs Elizabeth McLean     Tel: 07840 958133 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS 
 

   Mr Alistair Robertson            Tel:   734905 

Mrs Elizabeth Masterton          Tel:  723492  
 

CHURCH OFFICER 

Mr David Logie            Tel: 724532 
 

Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship   at   11am. 
(Services will be reduced  and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

October 2020 

 
     4th.   —-          Mrs J Bolling & Team 3. 
 

    11th.   ——            Mr J Moir & Team 4. 
 

    18th.   —–     Mr. J Newlands & Team 1. 
 

    25th.    —-   Mrs L McKeown & Team 2.  
 

    

 
All Organisation Meetings and  

Hall Lets are ‘on hold’   
until further notice. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492
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CHURCH NEWS 
 
 

GETTING BACK TO CHURCH 
This is not as easy as we may think as there are various restrictions in place.  

 The most important things are: 
 

    BOOK A PLACE each Sunday - Phone:  01236 611087  (Mrs. Ann Russell, Session Clerk) 
 

 You MUST phone EACH WEEK to let us know that you want to come to church 

 You will be asked at the door for your name and the list ticked that we maintain         

‘Track and Trace’. 

 There will be no sitting next to each other, even if you have isolated together. 

 Everyone must sit on the seat they are allocated. You cannot sit where you like. 

 Masks must be worn in the Sanctuary. Hand gel will be at the entrance. 

 Offerings and Envelopes should be put on the plate at the entrance if you don’t do a     

‘standing order’. 

  There will be no singing - even with masks on! 
 

The above are the basics for attending church services but there will be a letter issued to all members              

giving further information and explanations on why we have to proceed in this way at the moment. 

 

ALL AGE GROUPS ARE WELCOME. —  Those in the “Vulnerable Group” can attend services and 

 it is for each church to make sure that facilities and protocols are in place to keep people safe.  
OPENING – we shall re-open on 20th September   

NO SINGING – Government Policy is no singing because of the higher risk of spreading infection.  

We shall have to abide by this and simply listen to Ann playing the organ.   

FACE MASKS — to be worn, hand sanitizers at the door and social distancing observed  

with allocated seating. 

DEEP CLEANING  — this will be carried out before the church is used.  

The church will be thoroughly cleaned after each service in accordance with the guidelines.  
 

                 There will be a lot more to consider but these are the main things at the moment.  
   

 As you can see things are moving forward but we may have more work to do, as time progresses. 

Rev. Grace Saunders   

CROSSREACH  at Christmas 
 

CROSSREACH Christmas Cards 2020 and Calendar Collection for 2021 will be available from 1st Sept.  
 

With new, exciting, bright cards and ever popular traditional cards, there really is something for everyone! 
From 1st Sept. you can see and order the Christmas Cards and Calendars on-line at  shop.crossreach.org.uk  

  

Paper copies of the Catalogue will be sent to previous customers but You can request your paper copy of the 
Catalogue by emailing us at webshop@crossreach.org.uk, or by phoning us on  0131 454 4374. 

Sunday Service Duty Teams 
 

      Team 1                        Team 2                       Team 3                       Team 4  
                        

J. Newlands                 L. McKeown                 J.  Bolling                       J. Moir 
E. Masterson               E. McKie                       G. Bennie                      J. Clark 
D. Ross                       S. Prested                     E. Hutton                       S. Graham           
D. Russell                   A. Robertson                 E. McLean                     H. Moir  
H. Walker                    L. Robertson                 W. Ralston                     B. Watt 
S. Fraser                                                           W. Walker                       

shop.crossreach.org.uk
mailto:webshop@crossreach.org.uk
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Hello again my Friends,                      October  2020                                   
 

     I am delighted to say that we met all the 
requirements asked of us and were able to have our 
‘first’ service back on 20th September.  It was wonder-
ful to be back in the Church and to be able to worship 
once again in our own lovely Sanctuary. 

The maximum number allowed in the Sanctuary at 
any time is restricted to 45 including the Minister 
and the Officebearers on duty.  If you were not in at-
tendance on the 20th you will find on your return that 
things are very different from what we are used to.  A 
one way system; being shown to a particular seat’ and 
keeping conversation between each other to a mini-
mum, both prior to the service and after around the 
grounds of the church. I know  that we haven’t seen 
and talked to our friends for a considerable time but 
we must all remember that social distancing is abso-
lutely essential at all times.  Remember that you should 
Telephone me, Mon – Thurs to reserve your place for the 
following Sunday. I ask for phone calls rather than email 
as I may not always be on to the computer and therefore 
could miss your request. 

I take this opportunity to ‘Thank’ our long- 
time Church Officer, Mr John Graham, for all the 
hard work he has consistently done over the 34.5 yrs 
that he has held this post.  I also wish him the very 
best of wishes on his retirement and that he enjoys 

every moment of it.  I am delighted to let you know 
that Mr David Logie was successful in securing this 
position and know he will follow in John’s footsteps in 
doing a ‘sterling’ job.              

Our Best Wishes and Good Luck to both of 
these gentlemen. 

Another thank you I would like to make is to 
Mrs Janet Watson of Craigend Nursery who for 35 
years has arranged our flowers in the Sanctuary that 
were donated by members of the Congregation. 
Craigend Nursery no longer dealing in fresh flowers 
so this arrangement has now come to an end. It will 
be discussed at the next Kirk Session meeting as to 
how we will proceed with the ‘Flowers in the Sanctu-
ary’ and in due course I will let you know.  No matter 
what method we use I’m sure that they will not be 
arranged as beautifully as they have been for these 
past 35 years and for this Janet we are eternally 
grateful.  Thank you so much. 

 

Faith 
It does not make things easy, 
It makes them possible. 

                                        Luke1:37 

 

With every blessing, 
 

Anne Russell   
(Session Clerk)      

  

The Treasurer                                     October 2020                        
 

Dear Everyone,  
Last month, I said it was difficult to believe 

it was Autumn. And now I am thinking how hard 

it is to take in that it’s October. A friend said in an 

email the other day that we will soon be putting 

the clocks ‘back’ and the nights will be longer, but 

I won't dwell on that thought. What we need to 

focus on is keeping well and making this our top 

priority, and where our energies must be concen-

trated. 

Now that the Sanctuary has re-opened, the 

Church of Scotland Insurance Company has been 

informed so that our Policy can be amended to 

reflect this. 

In the September edition of  Parish News I 

commented that changing our Electricity Supplier 

had not gone as smoothly as hoped and the latest 

Direct Debit for electricity seemed rather high. 

This is being pursued.  At that time also, a correct 

Invoice for Gas was due. It has now  been paid.  

Again, this month, I thank sincerely every-

one who donates by Standing Order and those of 

you who have been putting money aside, weekly, 

to bring with you now that we have returned to 

worshipping together. Several of you have given e 

a cheque to deposit in the Church account and I 

thank those of you who have done that.  

 

Thanks also, to those who deposited money 

directly into the church account. (If you are still 

unable to attend Church and may wish to donate 

by Standing Order or deposit cash or a cheque, 

please contact me 01236 732377  for our bank de-

tails.)  

‘Thank You’ everyone, who is supporting our 

Church and helping it to survive the very difficult 

times we are experiencing. Some of the services 

we used prior to the Church buildings being 

closed have been   re-instated. This, of course 

means that our expenditure will rise again but this 

will be kept to a minimum.  

Before the Church closed, some people had 

handed in money to cover the cost of  ‘Flowers in 

the Sanctuary’ for their Sunday which, unfortu-

nately, turned out to be during the ‘lockdown’ and 

Church’s closure. My grateful Thanks to those of 

you who have asked, that rather than have the 

money refunded, they would prefer that it was 

given to Church Funds. These amounts have been 

noted as Donations. 
 

           Keep well and remain positive 

                                and May God Bless you. 
 

Ann Kenny   

They call him ‘Jigsaw’ because every time he’s faced with a problem, he goes to pieces. 



The  GUILD                

        Meetings are still  suspended  until further notice.   
 

         Our Ladies continue to enjoy good health and are 

keeping their spirits up. It was lovely to meet a few of 

the ladies at church recently and we look forward to 

hearing from them all soon.  
                                                                            Lesley Freeland   

(Tel: 734930 734930) 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company                
The Boys’ Brigade                

October  2020 

     Things have not changed much since my 

last report but I have one piece of sad news.  

Murdie Fletcher, a long-time member of the BB 

in Maryhill, Glasgow and a very well-known 

character from Cumbernauld Village and the 

Cumbernauld Male Voice Choir, has passed 

away.  

Murdie, I think will be most remembered for 

his wonderful sense of humour. Whenever you 

met him he was always so cheery, with a joke 

never far away, and his funny stories. He was a 

true gentleman, who will be sadly missed by all 

who knew him. 
 

Our Company is still in operation, albeit by 

Zoom. Our Anchor Boys have carried on from 

last session with activities being sent to them  by 

Mrs Weir. This proved to be very popular with 

the Boys, so it was only natural that we continue 

with what we know.  

Junior and Company Sections are meeting 

each Thursday by Zoom and taking  part in (as 

near as possible) the “normal” BB Night activi-

ties.  

I’m just learning the ropes as we go along and 

commented on the program being very informa-

tive and educational to the boys.  

We are in the process of filling in Health/ 

Safety/Risk Assessments forms. This is a very 

detailed document which has to be filled in and 

sent to the Church and BB HQ before we can use 

our church facilities. 

 I cannot see this happening soon due to the 

recent virus infection reports fluctuating in the 

way they have been lately.  A great pity and 

shame. 

However.......Take care everyone. 
  

 and Stay Safe,  
 
 

                     Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                (Company Captain) 

 

           Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

 1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

Autumn’s Passing 
 

Autumn leaves are falling, falling, 

yellow, brown and red; 

Few birds now are calling, calling,  

Summer’s noon has sped. 
 

Soon, oh joy, with singing, singing, 

Christmas, white, red, gold; 

Laughter comes, bringing, bringing 

Youth for things grown old. 

Has anyone ever read ‘If Winter Comes’?                          

It’s a novel by A.S.M. Hutchinson. It was a best-selling 

story years ahead of it’s time in 1922, in America, and in it 

you’ll find a great truth expressed in very few words...... 

    ‘That’s an odd thing about happiness.  

                                      You can’t make  it for yourself.’ 

Yes, you can make comfort for yourself. You can get 

amusement for yourself...and all these will bring you a de-

gree of satisfaction. But true Happiness you simply cannot 

get unless you are making it for others. What do you think? 

  An atheist complained to his friend. ‘Christians 

have their special holidays such as Easter and 

Christmas; Jews celebrate holidays at Passover 

and Yom Kippur; Muslims have The Holiday of 

Charity and The Commemoration of Abraham’s 

Sacrifice. Every religion has it’s holidays. But we 

Athiests have no recognised national holidays. It’s 

unfair discrimination, I say!’ 

   The friend replied, ‘Well ....why don’t you just 

celebrate April First?’ 
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Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

      However, it would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any 

member who has been hospitalised.  Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full 

Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.  It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office

-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a particular Care Home. 

Church Register 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

September 2020 
 

    15th.  Norma McWhinnie*    (former Elder[1999-2004] from Blackwood before  

                                                            ending her days at Campsie View C.H. Kirkintilloch.) 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects, there will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 
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The Fellowship/Prayer Group                                               October   
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
 

Prayer requests should be made to me by letter or telephone..    

    
  

 

 

 

 

  Valerie Armstrong        
(Tel:  737777) 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth; 

rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

                                           2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

The Value of People 
 

There’s a popular belief that you are what you 
own. The larger your house and the more posses-
sions, the more important a person you must be. 

The other side of this way of thinking is that 
the homeless and poor are nothing. There’s even a 
saying ‘God helps those who help themselves’, 
and some folk believe the quote comes from the 
Bible. 

God’s attitude is quite different. He is con-
cerned to redress the balance between the strong 
and the weak and also care for those who have 
been damaged by life. He also makes the successful 
ask themselves if they have become rich by mak-
ing other people poor. 

‘In this life and death game of high stakes, God has 
already, as it were, declared what are trumps.  

They are not clubs (sheer blind force), or diamonds 
(the power of wealth), or even spades (dogged hard 
work and ingenuity), .......but hearts.’ 

RC Walls 

    The Ordinary and the Promising 
 

God doesn’t seem to have a lot of time for our 
standards of success and failure. If He did, then he 
would choose only the outstanding folk with 
promising careers to do His work. 

Instead, the Bible tells us that God often chose 
people whom we would have completely over-
looked. Take the twelve followers of Jesus. A 
number of them were ordinary fishermen with no 
great future beyond their fishing trips. One was a 
taxman - a profession despised by everyone, while 
Jesus himself was an ordinary carpenter in an in-
significant small town. 

All this tells us that we cannot judge folk on 
whether or not they ‘look promising’. God loves 
to use people who look bankrupt in everyone 
else’s eyes. 

 

‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth? 
Nathanael ( a later disciple of Jesus). 

 

  

Think about this — all to do with trouble: 
 

 Never trouble trouble till trouble troubles you. 

 When you have  truly thanked the Lord for   

every blessing, little time will remain for  

murmur or lament. 

 I have had many troubles in my life , but the 

worst of them never came.  (James Garfield) 

Arithmetic can be strange: 
 

  When we worry about something and 

talk it over with someone close, we can 

find it only worries us half as much.  
 

When we share a treat with someone, 

we can enjoy it twice as much. 



Hello Everyone,                     October 
 

When you read this article I hope we are still able 
to hold services in Church for as I write we have had 
one service in the Sanctuary, but with the number of 
cases of Covid 19 increasing and more restrictions 
being imposed we cannot predict with any certainty 
what lies ahead. 

Unfortunately I haven’t attended church yet, and 
can’t for another week or two as my husband is shield-
ing in preparation for an operation and I don’t want to 
risk any ‘gatherings’. I have heard that the first service 
went well and, in time, I’m sure we shall get used to 
the different way of doing things. It was quite moving 
to hear the bell ring after such a long silence! 

Since last month we have heard of the retiral of 
John Graham as Church Officer. John has quietly and 
diligently gone about his work for many years. We 
often take for granted those who are not in the ‘front 
line’, but whose work is essential for the efficient run-
ning of our church. I’d like to say ‘Thank You’ to John 
on behalf of the Congregational Board for all he has 
done over the years. 

David Logie has agreed to take over the position 
of Church Officer and I wish him well in his new post. 

Another ‘Thank You’ is to Ronnie Maclean, one of 
our longest serving Board Members, who has had to 
resign because of ill health. Ronnie was a faithful at-
tendee at all our meetings and a valuable member of 
the Finance Committee. Ronnie was also involved in 

printing our Parish News and was also a willing hand 
when things needed to be done. We send our best 
wishes for his improved health. 

In conclusion, I found a thought-provoking article 
by Ron Ferguson in Life and Work this month. He 
was exploring if Britain is still a Christian country. 
Statistics would suggest that church membership and 
attendance has fallen dramatically. He says- 

To be honest, I don’t regard churchgoing statistics as 
being all that interesting. The history of the Christian 
church over aeons shows many ebbs and flows in the tides of 
Christian belief and practice. In talking about Christian 
faith, how many people practise their religion is much more 
significant. For instance, in an era when churchgoing fig-
ures in Britain were particularly high, children were being 
sent to work up chimneys. So was that, then, an era when 
Britain was a more Christian country? Statistically yes, but 
in terms of real Christianity, maybe not. 

 

So in this time when churchgoing has been diffi-
cult, and might be so for some time to come, we can 
take heart that it is putting our beliefs into practice 
which is more important than coming to church each 
Sunday - although that could be our wish for the near 
future. I do hope we can all return soon! 

 

         I hope to see you all soon, 
 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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Did You Know........?                                           Ae 
 

Situated between the Water of Ae and the Goukstane Burn 

after they have flowed out of the Forest of Ae, and approxi-

mately 9 miles (14 km) north of Dumfries, the village of Ae is 

one of the youngest villages in Britain, founded in 1947 by 

the Forestry Commission. I 

In 1826 the name was written as Ae which, by repute,      

                   is the shortest place name in the United Kingdom. 
 

(However......... the Scottish Gaelic name of the island 

of Iona comprises a single letter, Ì ) 

The Sunday School                  October  
All still continue to enjoy good health and are keeping  

their spirits up and trying to stay cheerful... but still  

wishing that everyone was back together again.  

                            Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

A Visitor? 
 

It’s great to climb the Alps, of course, 
Or be a TV star; 
It’s great to go upon a cruise, 
Or drive a brand new car. 
 

And yes, it’s good to have a nip 
At the setting of the sun, 
Or ask a neighbour how they are 
And tell what you’ve done. 
 

I envy none their wealth or fame, 
Their thrills on land or sea... 
But better to open MY front door 
And hear the words ....‘It’s me!’ 

McMillan Coffee Morning 
 
  

As we are unable to host this Annual Event this year, 

Anne Cummings has set up a “Go Fund Me” on  

Face Book for anyone who wishes to donate. 
   

Alternatively contact Mrs Cummings directly.  
 

‘McMillan Cancer Support’ 
   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_of_Ae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_of_Ae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dumfries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forestry_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iona


   Jimmy 
 

Jimmy was one of the most unlikely candidates 

for the Kingdom I think I ever came across. He had the 

reputation of being a wild, violent man, a hard drinker 

with a vile tongue in his head, and he had never given 

church or religion a second thought. Then one day, 

Jimmy turned up converted. He stopped me in the 

street one Saturday forenoon to tell me about it. 'Aye,' 

he said 'it's true' 'I've gi'en my life take God. And you'll 

be seeing me at your place in the morning' It was a bit 

of a left handed compliment. 'You're the only play-boy 

I know in this district, so I'm coming to your place...'   

I had my doubts, Saturday promises are apt to dis-

appear come Sunday morning. But Jimmy was as good 

as his word. He began to come regularly to our church 

and took a full share in the meetings for Prayer and 

Christian action. 

Nobody had heard prayers quite like Jimmy's be-

fore. The grammar and diction were terrible, but there 

was no mistaking the realism or the sincerity. That's 

when I decided to cut out the 'thee-ing and though-ing' 

in my own public prayers. Who was I to make the nice-

ties of the 17th century grammar a hindrance to men 

and women speaking plainly to their God?  

The crowed on the corner shrugged off Jimmy's 

change of heart as a passing phase. 'He's religion daft' 

they said contemptuously. 'But give him a month and 

he'll get over it...' They were wrong. Jimmy stuck it 

and be came one of the finest Christians I have ever 

known. He never had much of an educational chance in 

life, but what a man he was! He worked long hours on 

a building site but he as tireless in his concern for the 

lonely and the helpless in the district. He knew where 

secret need, huddled in  dispair behind closed doors in 

dark tenements. His hands were as gentle as a woman's 

when it came to bathing and shaving an old blind man, 

and these same hands could paint and paper granny's 

attic room when none of her family showed up to help. 

His tongue, which once had been rough itch curses, 

was tempered to kindness. 

One night we were standing together in the shad-

ows outside the church. It was late, and there were few 

people about. Then one of Jimmy's friends from the old 

days came up the street and he stopped to talk. After 

some chat about the latest football match I decided to 

put my oar in. 'Why don't you come to church on Sun-

day then Eddie' I tried hopefully. 'Jimmy's been doing 

it for a year now, and the roof hasn't fallen in. So how 

about you? We're well insured, anyway...'  The cheery 

evangelist on the job. I was unprepared for the sup-

pressed fury in his reply. He swung round on me, and 

for the first time I saw Eddie clearly, as the light from 

the street lamp fell full on his face. 'How do you expect 

me to come to church with a face like that?' he snarled, 

and suddenly I saw the ugly scar, running down his 

cheek from his eye to his chin. All I could do was stare 

at him. He was right. I could picture it all too well - the 

respectable Sunday morning congregation, the side-

long glances, the whispers, the silent speculation. For 

all my theological trading , I had nothing to say. 

Eddie's words were like a judgment. But Jimmy didn't 

hesitate. The words came out of, him, glowing with 

compassion and truth. 'Ach, come off it Eddie' he said 

gently. 'See in there' pointing with his thumb at the 

church' we're trying to follow a man wi' bigger scars 

than you've got.'  

There was nothing else left to say. Jimmy knew 

from experience that the most terrible scars cannot be 

seen, for they are not of the flesh, but inward... wounds 

of the heart and the spirit, and the Man that Jimmy  

followed had given His life for the healing of them all. 
    Another Pocketful of Saturday's 

by The Rev Dr Nelson Gray 
 

 

Now for some Question & Answers: 
 

Q. What did Adam and Eve do after they were kicked  

       out of the Garden of Eden?   

A. They raised Cain. 
 

Q. How many people went on the Ark before Noah? 

A. Three! Because It is written '...and Noah went forth 

      onto the Ark' 
 

Q. How many Church members does it take to       

     change  a light bulb? 

A. Change? What do you mean change? 
 

Q. How many Congregationalists does it take to   

     change a light bulb? 

A. Well, first we need a committee to decide 

 whether or not we need to change the light    

bulb. Then we need a committee to decide the  

process for changing the light bulb. And finally  

we need a committee to select the number of  

people to carry out said process of changing  

the light bulb. 
 

Q. How many Catholics does it take to change a 

      light bulb? 

A. Whoa, slow down! We're still burning candles 

      around here. 
 

Gordon Ross 

Count your assets. 
 

      If you have clear conscience and good health.     

If you have three good friends and a happy home.  

If your heart has kept it’s youth, and your soul it’s 

honesty — then you are one of life’s millionaires. 

Press Onward 

Keep a brave spirit and never despair 

Hope brings you messages through the keen air — 

God is victorious - God everywhere. 

Great are the battle which you have to fight, 

Do not be downhearted, but  valiant for right; 

Hope and press forward, your face to the light. 
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giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
      Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains 

Tax, which is annually at least equal to the Tax which 

the Congregation, and other Charities to which you 

make Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial 

value of your ‘gifts’ for that year.   
       Gift Aid Declaration Forms or further 
information is available from  
                                        our Gift Aid Convener:....  
 

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

Fabric Envelopes    
Dear Members, 

 Your donations from the envelopes are for the 

upkeep of the church premises (the church, church 

halls and the manse).  If you are a Taxpayer please 

ensure to put you name and address on the space 

provided allowing us to reclaim 25p in every pound 

of your donation.  

Thank you again for your continued support. 
Doreen Ross   

( F.W.O. and Gift Aid Convenor ) 

Tea Rota. 
 

    Here we are, yet another month and we 
are still "Ladies in Waiting".  

 
   Be assured we are ready to ‘spring into action’ as 
soon as we get the "all clear". 
. Meantime, keep taking care and...be safe.                

                               God bless.     
Mary Innes. 

 

The Butcher of Glasgow 
 

The butchers of Glasgow have aw got their pride 
But they'll tell you that Willie's the prince; 

For Willie the butcher,  slaughtered his wife, 
And he sold her for mutton and mince. 

 

It's a terrible story tae have to be telt, 
And a terrible thing he has done; 

For what kind of man is it, slaughters his wife 
And sells her, a shilling a pun? 

 

For lifting his knife and ending her life 
And hanging her high like a sheep; 

You widnae object, but ye widnae expect, 
He wid sell the puir wuman sae cheap. 

 

But the Galla’gate folk were delighted, 
It didnae cause them ony tears; 

For they swore that Willie's wife Mary, 
Was the best meat he'd sold them in years.  

 

Matt McGinn 

Simple Things 
 

The three greatest masterpieces in literature, it 

has been said, are the Lord’s Prayer, the 23rd Psalm, 

and the Getteysburg Address. 

Recalling their wording: ‘Our Father, which art 

in Heaven, hallowed be thy name’; ‘The Lord is my 

shepherd, I shall not want’; ‘Four score years and 

seven years ago’. Not a three-syllable word to be found 

and not many two-syllable words either 

All the greatest things in human life are one-

syllable things– love, joy, child wife, trust, faith, God. 
 

     All great things are simple things. 

Pretty Good Schemes 
 

It’s a pretty good scheme to be cheery  

and sing as you follow the road, 

For a good many pilgrims are weary,  

and hopelessly carry the load. 

Their hearts from the journey are breaking, 

And  a rod seems to them like a mile; 

And it may be the noise you are making, 

Will hearten them up for a while. 
 

It’s a pretty good scheme in your joking, 

To cut out the jest that’s unkind; 

For the barbed kind of fun you are poking, 

Some fellow may just carry in mind; 

And  a good many hearts have been broken,  

A good many hearts fond and true,  

by words that were carelessly spoken 

By alecky fellows like you. 
 

It’s a pretty good scheme to be doing some 

choring around while you can, 

For the Gods with their gifts are pursuing 

The earnest, industrious man; 

And these Gods, in their own El Dorado 

Are laying up wrath for the one, 

Who loafs all day in the shadow, 

While others toil out in the Sun. 
Walt Mason 
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT WORK 
This has been a rollercoaster year, hasn’t it?  

A year that none of us would wish to remember, a 
year we’d rather forget.  The Church of Scotland, 
like many Christian denominations has gone 
through seismic change in this year and, as the 
National Church begins to reopen, that change 
has become more apparent and more seismic, not 
least because we’re unable to worship in the 
physical manner we’ve known for centuries – to-
gether in pews (or in chairs), singing and praising 
God in our many voices, listening to the word 
preached (without masks) and being together in 
fellowship.   

As Condorrat Parish Church reopens and 
welcomes worshippers back, how will we feel?  
Willing to embrace the changes we see or not? 
Our uniformed organisations, due to necessity at 
least, have embraced the digital age and are en-
rolling online and meeting together via Zoom.  
Our Boys’ Brigade, through the efforts of Jamie 
Porritt and others have maintained a presence in 
the community through BB@home throughout 
restrained living which has proved successful, 
and, while no-one would wish this to continue ad 
infinitum, indeed Boys’ Brigade Scotland are al-
ready informing companies of how to physically 
meet while adhering to Scottish Government ad-
vice, Boys’ Brigade have proved that God uses all 
means to have his message heard.  

While I’m in no way advocating worship 
moves, lock, stock and barrel over to digital/
virtual, I am acutely aware that the digital is 
where people are finding their connections, at 
least through restrained living and again through 
local lockdowns due to spikes in Coronavirus 
cases.  Through using our mobile ‘phones and 
apps, we can facetime our grandchildren/parents, 
we can have a virtual coffee morning and hold 
national as well as local church meetings – the 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Martin Fair was installed as the new 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland General As-
sembly this year at the height of the pandemic 
with social distancing in place with the ceremony 
being live-streamed.  Falkirk Presbytery, as well 
as others, have held several meetings now via 
Zoom and our own Kirk Session has held their 
meetings recently via Zoom thanks to our Ses-

sion Clerk, Mrs Anne Russell who has organised 
it all. 

What happens then with all these changes 
taking place?  When we reopen our churches, do 
we return to what we’ve aye known because it is 
what we’ve aye known and brings us comfort or do 
we take on board what has happened over the last 
few months when our churches were closed and 
people sought worship and God’s message via 
other means? I have tried to encourage families 
to take on my idea of RME work – an example of 
which was in last month’s newsletter.  This is 
just one example of God’s word being taken fur-
ther merely through our postal service – there 
must be others we can think of.   

If I have been encouraged by one thing over 
the months of lockdown it is that people of all 
ages still have a hunger for God.  They are look-
ing for an explanation for the deaths of loved 
ones, for comfort, for peace, and for purpose.  At 
this moment, both Grace and I cannot enter 
schools to be involved in any kind of chaplaincy 
work, yet through e-mailing and ‘phoning, we 
can show support to the school population so that 
staff and pupils know they haven’t been forgotten 
and by holding them in prayer, God is there for 
them.   

Christmas will be upon us soon, and there is 
little doubt that our Candlelight service will be 
different this year.  We could still hold it, yet why 
not, alongside it, can we not hold an outdoor 
Christmas carol service in the village beside the 
library?  If I’m reading the current advice cor-
rectly, we are allowed 15 people from 4 different 
households.  A few carols – sung outside socially 
distancing is allowed – a scripture reading, 
prayer and a short reflection and hey presto!  It 
may come to nothing, or it may come to some-
thing.   

In this seismic change we are going 
through, perhaps it’s time to think “outside” the 
church rather than “inside”.  “Inside” is warm, 
fuzzy, comforting and something some of us have 
known from childhood, myself included.  
“Outside” is and perhaps should be discomforting 
and frightening, yet it’s what God has asked of us 
and is asking of us. 

Susan Boland 

‘Smalls For All’ 
 

   ‘Smalls For All’ has opened up again and desper-
ately need donations. If folk could begin collecting 
brand   new pants (any size, any colour - although 

black is especially liked) so when church opens they 
can let myself or Mrs Cochrane have them.    
Thank you, 

The Social Committee                       October 

   Unfortunately we still have no news of possible 
events planned for the coming year.   

  We are so sorry about this but we are still follow-

ing church guidelines.  
                   Margaret McCallum (Social Convener) 



* * * * * 
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Did You Know........?                          Wanlockhead 
 

 High in the Lowther Hills to the west of the M74 is 

Wanlockhead, Scotland's highest village at 467m or 1,531ft.  

Wanlockhead owes its existence to the lead, gold and other 

minerals found under the surrounding countryside and the first 

permanent settlement appeared in about 1680, when the Duke of 

Buccleuch built a lead smelting plant and workers' cottages that 

could be occupied all year round. 

Lead was for many centuries the mainstay of the village's 

economy, but it was not the only mineral found here. What be-

came known as "God's Treasure House" also produced zinc, 

copper, silver and gold. Some of the world's  purest gold, at 22.8 

carats, was found locally and used in the Regalia of the Scottish 

Crown. 

Although a heavily industrialised and highly industrious vil-

lage, Wanlockhead's miners also looked to their own cultural 

welfare. In 1756 the village followed the example of 

nearby Leadhills and opened a subscription library. The village 

Curling Club was formed in 1777 and there were also Bowling 

and Quoiting Clubs, a Drama Group and a Silver Band. 

Today, from its base in the Visitor Centre in the old vil-

lage Smithy, visitors to the Museum follow a trail through the 

village that includes a guided tour of the Lochnell Lead Mine; 

the Miners' Library; miners' cottages; and industrial relics such 

as the Wanlockhead Beam Engine. You can also visit 

the Museum's gold panning area and have a go yourself: though 

actually finding gold is not a guaranteed part of the experience! 
 

Definitely worth a day out in wonderful countryside with a good 

walk up to Stake Hill and on to Lowther Hill at 732m. 

A guilty conscience is the mother of invention.   —   Carolyn Wells 

At Harvest 
 

I walked between the stooks and thought - 

To them that plough and sow, 

And reap, and gather into barns, 

My daily bread I owe. 
 

But for their honest toil and sweat, 

Their patience and their skill, 

How could the welcome harvest gild 

The valley and the hill? 
 

And yet, when they have laboured long  

To break the silent sod, 

The wonder of each harvest-home 

Comes from the hand of God.                                                                             

                              

 

A MEDITATION 
 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 

all the creatures that move along the ground."   Gen. 1:26. 
 

Never forget that you are made in the image of God. When you are depressed by failure and filled with 

self-contempt; when your faith is crushed by cruel experience and you succumb to weakness or abuse your 

strength; never forget that you are made in the image of God. 

Never forget that your neighbours are made in the image of God - including those who are different 

from you, who are a nuisance to you, who make heavy demands upon you and are hostile to you.  Never forget 

that they too are made in the image of God. And rejoice in this truth, that, in spite of all appearances, we are 

more than bodies and brains, walking chemical concoctions or biological computers; for each of us is made in 

the image of God. And though that does not mean that we are God, or even that God is like us, it does mean 

there is something of God in us all.  “The Electric Bible” Peter Dainty. 

Susan Boland 

Noah to his wife:   ‘Do me a favour and stop   

    saying “Into each life a little rain must fall”.’ 

Chancelphobia. — a fear of seats at the front of the  
        church. (Suffer often has slight attack on entering  
     Sanctuary and always collapses into nearest back seat.) 
 

Acute Offertory Palpability (AOP). — sufferer  locates  
        by touch the smallest coin in pocket while singing 
‘Take my silver and my gold, not a mite will I withhold’. 
 (Introduction of £1 coin resulted in a few nasty accidents.) 

Convex Eyes. —  considered to be related to AOP  
        when sufferer greatly magnifies the size of coins  
         as offering plate gets nearer. 

Bilateral Auricular Collapse. — condition found when 
both ear passages open simultaneously allowing sound 
to enter by one ear and leave by the other. (Condition 
frequently acute during reading of notices and serious 
enough  for sufferer to be unconscious for 15 to 120mins.(?)) 

Congregational Malaise 
             Recent developments in medical science have identified certain conditions peculiar to churchgoers.                 
You may recognise some of the most common ones. e.g.: 

https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/leadhills/leadhills/index.html
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/wanlockhead/leadmining/index.html
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/wanlockhead/leadmining/index.html
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/wanlockhead/beamengine/index.html
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/wanlockhead/leadmining/index.html


  Next  ‘Parish News’           

All articles, reports, etc. for ‘’November’s Issue’  

should be sent  to Taylor Logan  

as early as possible.   
Colour Issues are available on  
the Church Web-site and at  

www.ccosfive.wordpress.com  
  

Coronavirus in Scotland 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 

You should: 
 stay at home as much as possible 
 only go outside for limited purposes 
 stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people 
 wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home 
 wear a face covering on public transport, shops  
     and enclosed public spaces 
 self-isolate if you have symptoms and book a test 

 

  

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do   

A Woman Returns Home. 
 

One Tuesday in May 2014, an older woman and a 
young child were walking along the Main Road of 
Condorrat when they stopped at Condorrat Parish 
Church. ‘This church’, said the older woman, ‘is where I 
was christened and then married in many years ago’. 

Stepping  up to the new steps at the front door of the 
church, she whispered “My, this is new.” as they stood 
quietly in the sun.   

The gardener, going about his work cutting the 
grass and weeding, noticed them out of the corner of 
his eye. ‘Hello’ he said with a smile, ‘I couldn’t help 
hearing you say something about the church. Are you from 
these parts?’  

The older woman then told how she was born and 
bred in Condorrat and had been christened and mar-
ried in the church. 

‘Would you like to come inside to see the refurbishment?  
‘Can we? That would be lovely’ she replied, and the 

gardener led them inside by way of church house. 
Once inside she instantly recognised a few ‘well-

kent’ faces in the photographs on the Session Room 
walls.  

‘That’s John Young’, she remarked — the first of 
many faces she recognised when the child suddenly 
pointed out and exclaimed ‘There’s Grandpa!’  

Making their way into the Sanctuary, the gardener 
opened the door and found the area ablaze with the 
sunlight - the stained glass windows bouncing their 
radiant colours off the walls giving reverent beams of  

 

warmth as only church windows can. The older  
woman stood in awe at this magnificent sight and 
memories flooded back as the old organ, the choir, and 
where she had sat, were pointed out to the child.....all 
in whispers. 

 

    The older lady then told of the day the Choir-
master’s ‘wee do’ in the church halls. 

    Her uncle, Willie Rutherford, then the Choir-
master, decided that the Choir deserved a ‘wee party’ 
for all their hard work, singing Sunday by Sunday. 

It was to be held the Church Hall, where a suitable 
purvey would be on hand to make the event go ‘with a 
swing’. On the Saturday night of the ‘wee do’ who 
should walk in but Reverend Martin and his wife.  
‘What’s the meaning of this?’ he cried out, ‘Sweets and 
juice?  An explanation please if you don’t mind?  
‘Oh it’s just a wee party for the choir’ was Willie’s reply.  
‘Well, as my wife and I were not invited, you can take your 
party elsewhere!’ he hollered. 
And that Sunday....... the Choir went on strike!!!!! 

 
— The following week the Kilsyth Chronicle had 

an article on the incident for everyone to see. — 
 

The lady was Annette Paterson, who now lives in Stirling, 
and just happened to be in Condorrat with her daughter (or per-
haps granddaughter). 

(Apologies for turning her little tale into a wee story, and for 
any mistakes that I may have made. I took notes very quickly and I 
may have misheard some remarks made.) 

Andy Eadie    

E.B. 

Fall leaves fall; die, flowers, away; 
Lengthen night, and shorten day! 

Every leaf speaks bliss to me, 
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 

I shall smile when wreaths of snow 
Blossom where the rose should grow, 

I shall sing when night’s decay 
Ushers in a drearier day. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com


PRIVACY NOTICE 
 

Scottish Charity Number SC11839  Cumbernauld : Condorrat Parish Church of Scotland  Congregation Number 221336 
 

        You are giving your personal data to  
                         the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland as the Data Controller. 
 

Your Personal Data 
You are being asked to supply your: full name and contact telephone number. 

 

Purpose 
The purpose of processing the personal data we ask for is to assist the NHS Scotland Test and Protect Strategy. 
Under the Data Protection Act 2018 and GDPR, the legal basis for this processing is 

Article 6/1d – Processing is necessary in order to protect the vital interests of the data subject. 
Article 9/2i – Processing is necessary for reasons of public interest in the area of public health. 

  Your personal data will not be used for any other purpose without your permission, except in the context  
  of fulfilling a legal obligation to which the Church of Scotland is subject, 
 

            If you do not provide the personal data requested, we cannot register your attendance at the Church  
             and will be unable to share your name with NHS Scotland if a relevant case of infection occurs. 
 

Data Retention 
Your personal data will be retained for up to 28 days and will then be disposed of securely. 

 

Data Subjects 
Personal Data processing is carried out for Church of Scotland congregation, members, visitors,    

           ministers and employees. 
 

Sharing Your Personal Data 
The purpose of the sharing is to assist the NHS Scotland Test & Test Strategy.  Your personal data will  
not be used for any other purpose or shared with a third party unless doing so is necessary in order 
 to comply with a legal obligation or in order to protect your vital interests or those of another  
data subject. 

 

Data Transfers 
Your personal data will not be transferred outside the EEA. 

 

Your Rights 
Under the Data Protection Act 2018 you have the following rights. 

The right to be informed. 
The right to access (your personal data) 
The right to rectification 
The right to erasure 
The right to restrict processing 
The right to object to processing. 
The right to data portability. 
Rights in relation to automated decision making. 

 

      If you wish to invoke any of your rights, including for the subject of a Subject Access Request (SAR), send  
your written request to: Data Protection Officer, Church of Scotland, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN.  

Or email : lawdept@churchofscotland.org.uk. 
 

      You may also advise us of an incident involving personal data or a data breach using  
      the same contact information. 

 

    You have the right to make a complaint about our processing of your personal data to the ICO as  
     the regulator in the UK.  You can contact the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) at: 

Website               www.ICO.org.uk 
Wycliffe House,  Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 

mailto:lawdept@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://www.ICO.org.uk

