
C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

Firstly and most importantly is the news that 
the Church will NOT be opening in March, but we 
most likely WILL open for EASTER. That is accord-
ing to the statements made in Parliament on Tues-
day where it was announced that all Communal 
Worship will be open just before Easter. Now we 
all know that this depends on all the numbers of 
cases going down so we can only hope and pray 
that this is the case. 

Meanwhile we can rejoice in the fact that 
there is a date set for opening and that there is 
something to look forward to.  This would mean a 
relaxation of the restrictions in general and we 
hope that we will be out and about  a lot more by 
then. So let us REJOICE as the Psalmist says in 
Psalm 31 – “I will be glad and rejoice because of 
Your constant love. You see my suffering; you know 
my trouble.”  

We can Rejoice because life is slowly creep-
ing back to some of the normalities of life. It is true 
that nothing will go back exactly the same but it is 
great that we will be able to do much more than we 
can at the moment. Loneliness has been such an 
issue for many in these times and that sense of one 
day slipping by into another affects many, and it is 
hard to keep track of the days. Wherever we are we 
have the ability to look out for those around us who 
are on their own. Really and truly, a phone call 
makes all the difference and I urge you, if you have 
not yet thought of it, have a go and phone a friend. 
It will cheer you both up no end and if you both 
have a cup of tea in your separate areas that binds 
you together a bit. 

We can Rejoice that children are going back 
to school and are getting back with their friends. 
The next generation are so important, and they 
have had to deal with virtual meetings and classes 
and still keep up with their schooling. I am sure 

many parents will appreciate the teachers even 
more after this time.  

We also Rejoice because the Girls and Boys 
Brigades have been running such a successful pro-
gramme of events - even managing an Outdoor Ac-
tivity for the Company Section in September.  
We Rejoice also because of the interaction with 
Mrs. Susan Boland, our MDS worker, who is doing 
so much to support them on-line. 

We Rejoice because we have all had to learn 
new skills and deal with technology. How many are 
now comfortable with “on-line shopping”, which 
has been a ‘God Send’ for so many during the Lock 
down. More of us are becoming quite competent 
with joining a Zoom meeting and staying on it. I am 
quite a ‘Dinosaur’ as far as technology is concerned 
but even I have been persuaded to be recorded tak-
ing a Service from the Sanctuary. (I never thought 
that would ever happen in a million years.) We Re-
joice that so many seem to watch this and I hope 
find some comfort or inspiration.  

We Rejoice because at this time of Lent we 
can come closer to God through Lent Studies or 
Daily Readings. We Rejoice in the example of Jesus 
in the desert who countered every temptation with 
the Bible, and did not get caught up in the false 
promises of Glory but stuck to God’s Word and His 
Promise. For us this is inspirational, for we can 
overcome our own desert experience of loneliness 
or despair with God’s Word and our Faith in Him. 

So as we look forward to Spring and Easter , 
Rejoice and Praise God for the Promise of a better 
future and that He will be with always. 

 

May God Bless you richly  
as you move through this time of Lent. 
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Minister 
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Intimations   &   Parish News 
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Charity No.: SCO 11839 

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services are reduced and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

March 2021 
 

 

    

   7th.       —–     Mr.  J Newlands & Team 1. 
   

 14th.       —–    Mrs. L McKeown & Team 2. 
 

 21st.        —-         Mrs J Bolling & Team 3. 
 

 28th.        —-        Mr. Jim Moir & Team 4. 
 

 
 

 
While in ‘Tier 4’ of  lockdown 

Church remains closed for worship. 

  

* * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492


(PARISH NEWS) (3) 

 

CHURCH SERVICES   
 

Dear All, 

       CHURCH RE-OPENING STATEMENT 
 

A major change from what was printed last month is that the government have  
Decided  to continue with the Lockdown through March.  
What this means is that the Church will be closed until at least the beginning  
of April in time to celebrate Easter. 
Therefore, we shall not be opening until the first Sunday in April  — 
and if we go into Tier 3 then we will be allowed 45 people to meet for a Service.  
The usual methods then apply, if you wish to attend a Service you will need  
to phone Mrs. Russell our Session Clerk on 01236 611087 to ‘book’ a place. 
 
This all depends on Government decisions, but we hope that all goes as planned  
  

TEIR 3 – 
THE CHURCH WILL OPEN AS WE DID BEFORE WITH ONLY 45 PEOPLE ALLOWED  
IN THE SANCTUARY AND WORSHIP WILL BE AS IT WAS IN THE END OF LAST YEAR.  
YOU WILL HAVE TO PHONE TO BOOK A PLACE. 
STILL NO SINGING I AM AFRAID. 
 
When we know more and have dates we will send round information to everyone  
in the congregation as soon as possible. 

  

                                                                                   Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                                                                         God Bless, 

                                                                                                     Rev. Grace Saunders 
(Minister) 

Hello again my Friends,            
 

I hope you are all well and it looks like we 

can now see a little bit of light at the end of the 

tunnel.  At the last update from the Scottish 

Government it looks like we will be able to re-

open on a limited basis around Easter. Hope-

fully it will actually be in time for Easter but we 

will just have to wait and see.  

For the past few weeks our minister has 

been recording a short service shown each week 

on Facebook.  This has been very successful 

with 300 people accessing it and 200 engaging 

with it.  Susan Boland has been instrumental in 

doing this and we are very grateful to her for all 

the hard work involved.  It is working well and 

is good for the community to have the opportu-

nity to access it. 

In the past month we have purchased a 

licence for Zoom.  This enables us to have 

longer meetings.  Mrs Boland is hosting it in            

 

stead of myself and this is much better.  It ‘frees 

me up’ and it makes it easier to write the min-

ute of the meeting.  Thank you Susan. 

As I said in last month’s letter that Attesta-

tion takes place on 16th March, albeit in a very 

different way from what we know.  However 

everything is ready to be submitted for then and 

was attested by Session on February 23rd at the 

Zoom meeting. 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 
By His counsels Guide, uphold you; 
With His Love securely fold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 

                       Take care and stay safe, 
 

Beannachid Dia dhuit 
(Blessings of God be with you) 

 

Anne Russell   
(Session Clerk)      

The irony of life is that by the time you are old enough to know your way around, you are not  

going anywhere - or if you do get to green pastures, you can’t climb the fence. 
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The Treasurer                              March. 2021  
 

Dear Everyone,  

It was agreed at the Trustees Zoom meeting in 

January that we should not go ahead with ‘Amazon 

Smile’, the main reason being that we had to give them 

our bank details. This has the potential to leave us 

open to fraud from all kinds of sources. A few years 

ago some Churches were targeted and some lost sub-

stantial sums of money. This had nothing to do with 

Amazon Smile but it was due with those Churches' 

Bank Details being given out over the Internet. In a 

letter received recently from the Church of Scotland, 

we are advised that there is a heightened risk of fraud 

due to fraudsters taking advantage of the pandemic. 

We are advised to be vigilant. 
 

The compensation promised by the Bank has 

been credited to the Church Account. They will not be 

sending a letter guaranteeing that we will not be in a 

similar position in the future but we have been given a 

receipt to say that the form has been handed in. The 

next Bank Statement will be proof of them having 

completed the process to set up the Standing Order. 
 

Opus, who supply our electricity, seem, with the 

help of the lady at the Church of Scotland, to have got 

their act together so it is to be hoped that we will re-

ceive accurate bills from now on. 

 

In the letter from the Church of Scotland men-

tioned above, Anne Macintosh the General Treasurer, 

expresses “the Church's deep gratitude for the com-

mitment and generosity shown by members and office-

bearers”.  They particularly appreciate it when 

“remittances are made promptly which in turn pro-

vides the resources necessary for the Church's Minis-

try and Mission”. Without your financial contribu-

tions, our Church would not be able to pay, in full, our 

Ministry and Mission contributions, which we do   

monthly over ten months by Standing Order. For this, I 

thank everyone who has continued to contribute, dur-

ing these weeks when we have been unable to worship 

in the Sanctuary, by bankers order, donation, or even 

by saving your Offering to put in the plate for when we 

do re-open. 
 

The situation at the moment is still that we are 

unable to worship in the Church. If you wish to set up 

a Standing Order or deposit cash or a cheque, please 

contact me 01236 732377 for our bank details. 
 

Take care...... and keep in mind that the clocks 

will soon be going forward. The evenings will be 

lighter and longer, heralding Spring, and bringing with 

it the hope for brighter days ahead. 

 
                                  May God Bless You 
 

Ann Kenny   

Did You Know........?   

             The village of Rumbling Bridge on the road 

from the Clackmannan Bridge to Kinross takes it’s 

odd name from an unusual double bridge across the 

River Devon.  

        The first bridge was built in1713and spans a 

narrow gorge, 80feet (24m) above the river bed.   

        A second bridge built in 1816 was constructed 

40ft (12m) directly over the original presumably to 

accommodate changing road lines.  

     The river gorge here also has a number of fine 

waterfalls. 

Your Church 
 

It may be some little church along a leafy lane. 
It may be a glorious cathedral, a majestic fane. 
It may be that rather ugly pile just up the street, 
Or some humble red brick Bethel,  
                               where all the faithful meet;  
But it’s YOUR church within the Parish boundary.  
                A visible expression of your Christianity. 
 

You are responsible for making it a place, 
Where weary heart can find the boon  
                                  of peace and grace. 
Keep it clean and beautiful and give all you can spare, 
To raise the money needed to maintain it in repair. 
It is Christ for whom you labour  
                           when these little things you do, 
For this is that holy place where  
                                    He breaks bread with you. 

A Baptist Preacher was once annoyed by an old 

gentleman  who fell asleep during his sermons on sev-

eral Sundays. To the gentleman’s grandson, who regu-

larly attended with him the Preacher said, ‘If you keep 

your grandfather awake  during the sermon I’ll give 

you 50p every week.’ 

For the next two weeks, the old man listened 

attentively. But on the third week he dropped off 

again. 

Sending for the boy, the preacher asked him 

‘Didn’t we agree you would keep your grandfather 

awake during my sermons for 50p?’ 

‘Yes,’ said the boy. ’But now grandpa gives me 

 £1  not to disturb him.’  



The  GUILD                                 March  2021 
 

              is still suspended until further notice.   
 

    The Guild Ladies  have kept in touch with 

Christmas cards and I've managed to see some of 

them recently. I'd like to thank the Ladies who 

forwarded their Guild Capitation Fees so 

promptly - this was a great help to Janette, our 

Treasurer. We send our best wishes to any mem-

bers who have been, or are unwell and pray for a 

speedy recovery. 

                                                                                                                  Lesley Freeland   

             Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 07757711908. 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

 1st Condorrat Com-
pany        
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The Sunday School           March 2021 
 

   The Girls of the Sunday School are still 

keeping ‘in touch’ and are enjoying good 

health, trying to keep their spirits up and stay-

ing cheerful until we are together again.  

               Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

1st Condorrat Company 

The Boys’ Brigade                             
March  2021 

 

     First of all I must congratulate our 
Church for it’s move into the world of Zoom 
and Facebook and sending out the message of 
Jesus to all. I’m sure that there are many folk 
who will welcome this ‘virtual visit’ of Grace 
into their homes. 

I am sure you will understand that there 
is not much change since our last report for 
Parish News, but we are still ‘meeting up’ 
with the Boys via Zoom and emails.  

I delighted to report that Harry Coggins 
and Jamie Morson are well ‘on their way’ with 
their work for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme during the lock-down. The Scheme 
has been adapted to allow boys to complete 
their requirements for all parts of  this worth-
while award during this Covid19 pandemic.  

Also at this time, I am in the process of 
preparing a message to be sent out to all the 
parents regarding our efforts to keep the 
Boys interest in the BB to the fore. 

 

Remember that Parish News is available 
‘online’, where you can catch up with all the 
latest news of not only Condorrat Parish 
Church, but also the wider work of the 
Church of Scotland.  
                                                Take care Everyone......  

                                  and Stay Safe,  

 

                          Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                (Company Captain) 

 

         Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

Life & Work 
 

Now that we hear that we are likely to be in some 
sort of lockdown for some time, you might be won-
dering how others, especially those connected to the 
Church of Scotland, are managing. If so, Life & 
Work might be for you. This Church of Scotland 
magazine says that, "during this challenging period, it 
is committed to helping keep our Christian commu-
nity connected".     
       For details of how to subscribe and benefit from 
an introductory offer, or go to www.lifeandwork.org         
                 or phone 0131 460 7487. 

‘For centuries wives have been misjudged and 

mistreated’ thundered an exasperated housewife. 

‘They have suffered in a thousand ways. Is there 

any way that women have never suffered?’ 

‘Yes!’, said a quiet male voice.  

               ‘They have never suffered in silence.’ 

Tea Rota. 
 

  Yes.... into a New Year and we are still     
unable to meet, chat  and ‘catch up’ over a  
‘cuppa’ and biscuit after the Sunday service 
   I hope everyone is well and looking forward    
to the day when we are up and ‘pouring again.           
 Meantime, keep taking care and...be safe.                

                           God Bless 
                   Mary Innes. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
http://www.lifeandwork.org
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ANIMOSITY: becomes  IS NO AMITY  
 

SNOOZE ALARMS: becomes  ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
 

A DECIMAL POINT: becomes I'M A DOT IN PLACE 
 

ELECTION RESULTS: becomes LIES,  LET'S RECOUNT 
 

 

 
 

 

THE EARTHQUAKES: becomes THAT QUEER SHAKE 
 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO:   becomes    TWELVE PLUS ONE 
  

And  for the Grand Finale.......... 
 

MOTHER-IN-LAW:    becomes   WOMAN HITLER 

More  Interesting   ‘Associated’ ANAGRAMS 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     
  

There are no Deaths/Funerals to report this month. 

Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects. There will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

Fellowship/Prayer Group                                                              March 2021 
 

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;  
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

     Why does God allow it?  
 A sixteenth-century saint, Teresa of 

Avila, was once on a difficult journey  by a 
river that had flooded. She questioned why 
God had allowed this to happen and was told 
that God always treated his friends like this. 
She responded, ’No wonder you have so few of 
them, Lord!’  

It’s easy to question why God allows us to 
go through pain and difficulty - and answers 
are difficult to find. But one answer is to real-
ise that God suffers with us. He understands 
our fears and our questions because his Son, 
Jesus, lived among us and suffered rejection 
and death. Jesus is not above our suffering - 
he is with us in it. 

   

Almighty God, whose dear Son suffered pain 
and was crucified before ascending to glory merci-
fully grant that we may find it by walking the way 
of life and peace; 
    through Jesus Christ , our Lord.     Amen  

Dear Lord, 
I thank you for my friends, for those 

who understand me better than I understand 
myself; for those who know me at my worst 
and still like me; for those  who have forgiven 
me when I had no expectation of forgiveness. 

Help me to be as true to my  friends as I 
wish them to be to me. 

Help me take the first step to get in 
touch again with friends from whom I’ve 
drifted apart. 

Also help me to have no bitterness but 
only forgiveness to any of my friends who 
failed and turned against me. 

May your Spirit hallow, and your Grace 
fortify my friends and others who look for 
you help; those of closest tie, those of greatest 
need. May your  divine power protect and 
provide for them. May your peace comfort 
them. May your pardon reassure them and 
your life redeem them;  

         through Jesus, our Lord.      Amen   

*
 *

 *
 *

 *
 

World Day of Prayer 
 

This year's World Day of Prayer is on Friday 5th March. The Service has been written by  
the Christian women of Vanuatu and the theme of their service is 'Build on a Strong Foundation'.  

We are invited to join in the worship service this Friday afternoon at 2pm.                                                 
 Join on Zoom with the Meeting Id 395 9398 3883 and Password 901656 or by phone at 0131 460 1196.  



Hello Everyone,            March 2021 
 

I don’t think any of us realised at this time last 

year that we would still be in virtual lockdown. Our 

Church Services , when we could have them, were 

only allowed very limited numbers, and before that I  

can remember joking about having to book a seat in 

church! It seemed unthinkable! But we have lived 

through it and survived. And now, for those of us who 

have access to the internet, we can now watch Grace 

take a Service on a Sunday. Watching Church Services 

on Facebook was something I hadn’t even thought 

about before but now I find myself enjoying the vari-

ety and stimulation to be had from services from near 

and far. (However nothing quite measures up to the 

fellowship and singing we enjoy in our own church.) 

As a Kirk Session and Congregational  Board 

we are becoming accustomed to meeting on Zoom. We 

have our hiccups, as most zoom meetings seem to 

have, but it allows us to carry on with church business 

that’s required even though the church is ‘closed’. 

At our last meeting the Treasurer conveyed the 

thanks from the General Treasurer of the Church of 

Scotland to those whose remittances were paid 

promptly so that church work can carry on. We are 

fortunate that we have been able to do this. Mrs. 

Kenny has also been in touch to ensure that our church 

insurance is appropriate for this time while the build-

ings are closed. 

Mr. Bennie and Mr. Clark (our Property Conve-

nor and Health and Safety Officer) have also been 

checking the premises weekly to ensure that all is in 

order – a stipulation of the Church of Scotland . Dur-

ing this time minor repairs and deep cleaning have 

been carried out. All other work required will have to 

wait until we can allow ‘tradesmen’ into the buildings. 

We are trying to improve our Communications, 

as we said we would in our Local Church Review. 

Every Sunday Grace has a Thought and a Prayer 

on our website. The ’Parish News’ can be found there 

also. And, we now have our church Facebook page 

where there are daily posts and, of course, Grace’s 

Sunday Service.  We have however been struggling to 

reach everyone with the Newsletter. We hope to im-

prove on this, this month. Please remember to let your 

Elder or the Session Clerk know if you no longer re-

quire a paper copy. 

Hopefully we will be able to meet up soon, but  

until then please remember the work of our 

 Church in your Prayers. 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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When it comes to paying, he is the first to put his hand in his pocket......and leave it there!       Anon. 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH WORK 
 

Condorrat Parish Church is now on Facebook !  
Yes, our congregation are now on social media.  The 

page has photos courtesy of Mr Eadie (far better than 

mine), a regular; recorded Sunday Worship Service by 

our minister, Rev. Grace Saunders; and daily content 

courtesy of myself and Samantha Service – one of our 

GB officers.  We are administrators of the page and 

keep an eye on things as well as posting daily prayers, 

‘thoughts for the day’ and news of the wider work of 

The Church of Scotland.  Please look for the page the 

next time you’re surfing the ‘net’, in Google or Micro-

soft Edge. Input Condorrat Parish Church Facebook 

and it will come up on the page.  Please ‘like’ or ‘follow’ 

and share the page to your contacts.  Our Website will 

continue linking with our Facebook Page which will en-

hance Condorrat’s virtual presence in our Parish. 

The church has also bought an Annual Zoom 

license through me which has enabled the Kirk Session/

Congregational Board to hold in-depth meetings and 

longer discussion on various topics as well as enabling 

me to further my work. This license will be available to 

others in the Congregation, such as The Guild or the 

Sunday School.  The Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade 

already have their own which they use in their respective 

badge work. Also, through holding this license I, along 

with others, including Rev. Saunders have organised a 

group called “New Horizons Condorrat” who have met 

twice to discuss how we further the church’s outreach, 

discipleship and mission to our Community during, and 

beyond, this worldwide pandemic, hence the Facebook 

page and the recorded Sunday worship services. 

A number of ideas have been bounced around 

and we will continue to meet to add substance to some 

of them, discard others and build on what we already 

have established.   

Our Local Church Review which the congrega-

tion were asked to participate in a while back has been 

put on hold due to changes in Falkirk Presbytery but 

high on the agenda to be reviewed was ‘communication’.  
Through our social media presence, communication to 

the younger generation of our Parish and Congregation 

has begun, but needs to continue and grow as well en-

hancing and encouraging communication for all ages. 

Samantha Service is our ‘Techy’ person in our 

group and has given us (me!) helpful pointers to estab-

lish better engagement with children and families. This, 

I hope to continue with Lent activities (which are al-

ready on our Facebook page) and ideas for daily Holy 

Week activities leading up to Easter.  Other ideas in-

clude a Summer Outdoor Praise Service – when lock-

down restrictions allow.   

Please pray for ‘New Horizons Condorrat’ pray 

for our Congregation and Parish to seek Jesus anew and 

for folks to find in our congregation, a home. 

 
                                                            Susan Boland     

Have you heard of the Rock’nroll Band:       Dicky  Hart and the Pacemakers ?? 
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Being a Mother 
 

After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me 

to take another woman out to dinner and a movie. She 

said, 'I love you, but I know this other woman loves you 

too, and she would love to spend some time with you'. 

The other woman my wife wanted me to visit 

was my MOTHER, a widow for 19 years. However the 

demands of my work and my three children had made 

it only possible to visit her occasionally. That night I 

called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie. 

'What's wrong, are you well?' she asked. My 

mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late 

night call or a surprise invitation is a sign of bad news. 

'I thought it would be pleasant to spend some 

time with you' I responded. 'Just the two of us.' She 

thought about it for a moment, and then said, 'I would 

like that very much.' 

That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick 

her up, I was a bit nervous. Arriving at her house, I 

noticed she , too, was a bit nervous about our ‘date’. 

She was waiting in the door with her coat on. Her hair 

all curled and wearing the dress she had worn to cele-

brate her last wedding anniversary. She smiled from a 

face that was as radiant as an angel's. 

'I told my friends that I was going out with my 

Son, and they were impressed,' she said, as she got into 

the car. 'They can't wait to hear about our meeting.' 

We went to a restaurant, that although not ele-

gant. was very nice and cosy. My mother took my arm 

as if she were the ‘First Lady’. After we sat down, I 

had to read the menu as her eyes could only read large 

print. Half way through the entries, I lifted my eyes 

and saw Mom sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic 

smile on her lips. 

'It was I who used to have read the menu when 

you were small,' she said. 

'Then it's time you relax and let me return the 

favour,' I responded. 

During the dinner, we had an agreeable conver-

sation - nothing extraordinary but catching up on re-

cent events of each other's life. We talked so much we 

missed the movie. 

As we arrived at her house later, she said, 'I'll go 

out with you again, but only if you let me invite you.'  

And I agreed. 

'How was your dinner date?' asked my wife 

when I got home. 

'It was very nice. So much more than I could 

have imagined,' I answered. 

A few days later my mother died of a massive 

heart attack. It happened so suddenly that I didn't have 

a chance to do anything for her.  

Some time later, I received an envelope with a 

copy of a restaurant receipt from the same place 

mother and I had dined. An attached note said: 'I paid 

this bill in advance. I wasn't sure that I could be there; 

but nevertheless, I paid for two plates - one for you and 

the other for your wife. You will never know what that 

night meant for me. I love you Son.' 

At that moment, I understood the importance of 

saying in time: 'I LOVE YOU' and to give our loved 

ones the time they deserve. Nothing in life is more im-

portant than your family. Give them the time they de-

serve, because these things cannot be put off till 'some 

other time.' 

                                                                    Author Unknown. 
 
       

        Your Mother 
 

Although you cannot hear her voice 
or see her smile no more, 

your mother walks beside you still 
just as she did before. 

She listens to your stories and 
she wipes away your tears; 

she wraps her arms around you 

and she understands your fears. 
 

It's just she isn't visible 
to see with human eye, 

but talk to her in silence and 
her spirit will reply. 

You'll feel the love she has for you - 
you'll hear her in your heart;  
she's left her human body but 

your souls will never part. 
                                          Anon 

 

My mother said to me, 'You won't amount to anything 

because you always procrastinate.' 

 'Oh yeah?’ said I. ’Just you wait and see.'  
 
 

....... from Gordon Ross 
Also...... 

A few mothers get up bright  and early. 
Most just get up early. 

* * *    * * * 

* * * * 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, which 

is annually at least equal to the Tax which the Congregation, and 

other Charities to which you make Gift Aid Donations, will re-

claim on the financial value of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

  Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further information is avail-
able from  our Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 
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Spring Cleaning 
 

The first bright burst of sun reveals — 
    the dust that winter’s gloom conceals. 
The searching light seeks out the thread - 
            of cobwebs in the corner spread. 
Our minds, like houses, shabby grow. 
and a sudden flash of truth will show — 
how much we need to sweep away 
         those dusty thoughts of yesterday. 
 
 

Storms in Teacups 
 

A tactless word can start a squall. 
         A storm in a teacup - that is all. 
But how disastrous it can be — 
           when it breaks quite suddenly. 
All in a moment there’s a flash. 
   Feelings flare up and tempers clash; 
And the very heavens fall 
                over something quite trivial. 
 

Maybe it’s only in a cup — 
    but try to prevent them blowing up.   
For teacup storms can leave behind, 
          thoughts resentful and unkind. 
      

PS. 

  Next  ‘Parish News’            

All articles, reports, etc. for the ’April Issue’  
should be sent  to Taylor Logan  

as early as possible.  
  

We shall continue publishing at this time of lock-
down and be available on our Church Web-site.   

 — Also at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com — 
  

   

       A priest hearing children’s confessions was puzzled to 

hear them one after the other confess to ‘throwing peanuts in 

the burn’, and wondered  if they were ‘repenting’ wasting good 

food, or maybe river pollution. He decided to ask the next boy 

about it, but was surprised when the child didn’t mention it. 

When he’d finished the priest asked,  

‘Is that all? What about throwing peanuts in the burn?’ 

   ‘But Father,’ said the wee voice. ‘I am Peanuts!’ 

Some people in lock-down have t-o-o-oo much 

time on their hands 

Coughy  Filter 

Did You Know........?   

 The Sleepy Hollow of Scotland 
 

On the shores of Loch Leven is the 

county town of Kinross-shire, Kinross, 

the only burgh in the county. It was 

known for a long time as a ‘sleepy market 

town’ and is even sleepier now since be-

ing by-passed by the busy M90. It has 

however attracted commuters from vari-

ous large towns who just want a peaceful 

place to call home.  

In the town centre is a noble 18th-

century Steeple, standing abandoned by 

it’s parent church.  In 1742 plans were 

submitted for a new church, but without a 

steeple. This omission greatly outraged 

the town’s worthies and  they formed a 

committee to raise money for a steeple. 

However, by the time this was accom-

plished the church had been built else-

where leaving the original steeple stand-

ing alone, on it’s own, in the middle of 

the town. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com


Coronavirus in Scotland 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 
You should: 

 stay at home as much as possible 
                   only go outside for limited purposes 
 stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people 
 wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home 
 always wear a face covering on public transport, shops  
     and enclosed public spaces 
 self-isolate if you have any symptoms and book a test 

 

TEMPTATION 

How many times have you been tempted to do 
something which you know is wrong but the temp-
tation to do it is strong?  How many times have you 
gone into a shop, perhaps “The Entertainer” in the 
Antonine Centre or “Sports Direct” or “CEX” or 
even “Greggs” and been tempted by what’s on sale?  
How many times have you pestered your parents to 
buy you the latest things because “everybody else” 
has got it?  That’s temptation too, as you’ve been 
tempted by what “everybody else” has and you’re 
discontented with what you’ve already got. Tempta-
tion affects us all, children and adults alike. Some-
times being tempted and acting on it doesn’t really 
affect us all that much, like eating too many sweet 
things and feeling sick. But a lot of the time tempta-
tion – if acted upon – can have terrible consequences.  
For Christians, they can look to how Jesus dealt 
with temptation and try to act accordingly. 

The Christian Church is moving into a time 
called “Lent”. This is the period of time leading up to 
Holy Week and Easter when Christians remember 
Jesus being tempted by Satan in the wilderness (the 
desert) for 40 days and nights.  Jesus was hungry 
and Satan tempted him by food (turning stones into 
bread); offering him power and authority if Jesus 
worshipped him (the dark side, if you like); and test-
ing God by throwing himself off a building. In the 
New Testament of the Bible, Matthew and Luke’s 
Gospels tell of this event with Jesus shunning Sa-
tan’s temptations by quoting Old Testament Scrip-
ture.  For Christians, Jesus knew and understood 
what it meant to be tempted. 

Lent, for Christians, is a period of reflection, of 
thinking, praying and reading the Bible.  It could be 
viewed as a journey. 

   

Going on a Journey 
On a long strip of paper (perhaps a piece of old wall-

paper) draw a road that goes through different terrain – 
different sorts of landscapes – some pretty, some boggy 
and dangerous.  It could be mountains, caves, seaside, 
woods and forests.  Over the next 40 days from 17th Febru-
ary, place a sticker on the landscape that reflects the day 

you’ve had.  If you’ve been happy, place it on a sunny land-
scape or seaside.  If you’ve had a tough day, perhaps place 
it on a mountainside. Lent finishes on Easter Saturday.  
Once the 40 days are over look back at the strip of paper 
and talk about your journey to your family. 

Chocolate Parcel 
Wrap up some chocolate in an attractive parcel with 

ribbon, bows and nice paper and label it with the date of 
Easter Sunday (4th April).  Put it somewhere safe but re-
member where you put it!  Ask members of the family to 
do the same.  Then, on Easter Sunday unwrap the parcels 
and enjoy eating it together.  While doing this, talk about 
things we’re prepared to wait patiently for.  Sometimes we 
need to practice patience and wait for things rather than 
being tempted to have them now. 

Parachutes 
In the Christian Bible, Satan took Jesus to the highest 

point of the Temple in Jerusalem and tempted him to put 
God to the test by throwing himself off praying that God 
would save him.  Jesus refused.  Gravity pulls us down 
(that’s why we are able to stand on the ground and why it 
takes real force to fly).  A parachute helps to lessen the 
impact if we fall from a great height.  Weight a clothes peg 
with some plasticine and attach a parachute made from a 
paper bag with string tied onto the corners.  Take the peg-
person up to the highest point you can, throw it down and 
see if it floats or drops.   

DIY Obstacle Course 
Build an obstacle course using sturdy furniture, sheets 

or blankets, hoops, boxes or anything else you can find.  
Gather together people to race through it and have fun.  
Life can be hard for all of us.  Things can get in the way – 
like temptation – things can slow us down and frustrate us.  
Talk to your friends about the obstacles which can get in 
our way – the temptations, if you like. 

Research 
Christians are tempted by the same things others are.  

Others make fun of their beliefs and going to church.  Do 
some research into charities like Christian Aid or Open 
Doors or Barnabas Fund.  Many Christians throughout the 
world are imprisoned and tortured due to their faith.  Find 
out what is being done to help them. 

 

Susan Boland 
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(Word Search) 

Something for all KIDS!!! .....all ages. 

Knock, knock.        Who’s there?             

Abby.                       Abby who?                                      

    Abby birthday to you. 
 

Knock, Knock.           Who’s there?                 

Dumbbell.                   Dumbbell who?     

     Dumbbell doesn’t work so I had to knock. 
 

Knock, knock.          Who’s there?                

Tunis!                         Tunis who?                   

     Tunis company, three’s a crowd. 
 

Knock, knock.          Who’s there?               

Boo.                           Boo who?                           

      Please don’t cry. It’s only a joke. 
 

Knock, knock.           Who’s there?              

Ben.                             Ben who?                              

       Ben knocking for 10 minutes now. 

What is God’s favourite food?          Angel cakes. 

 

What do you call an elephant in a phone booth? 

Stuck!   

Flies hate us with a passion. Who are we? 

The S.W.A.T  team. 



Something for all KIDS!!! 

What’s grey, has four legs and a trunk? 

A mouse going on holiday. 

What has four wheels and flies? 

     The garbage truck. 

    Testing Times 
       I expect that some folk have been 

eating lots of chocolate and sweeties 

during this strange time of ‘voluntary 

confinement’, so here’s a wee quiz to 

test you.  
(answers if required in April’s Issue) 
 

1. Wobbly infants, (5,6) 

2. Mutiny, Mr Christian? (6) 

3. Not chewy  (8) 

4. 9’s,10’s,11’s,12’s, etc  (5,5) 

5. Dating agency  (11) 

6. Found at race courses (3,4) 

7. South Pole inhabitants  (7) 

8. Rubik's tree fruit   (9,5) 

9. Update courses at Uni. (10) 

10. Melodies (5) 

11. Little darlings  (7) 

12. Fizzy citrus fruit  (7,6) 

13. A bit of snow  (5) 

14. You make get them if good  (6) 

15. Pond wave  (6) 


