
 

C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  

   The  ‘Nanas and Papas’.  
Friday, 19th June @ 6.45 pm to 7.45pm in the Sanctuary. 

An evening of songs from 50’s to present day. 

June 
2026 

 The Question, and The Answer I Found. 
 

The question was simple “What can one 
person do about the wars in the Middle East?”           
It had nagged away at me for years, kindled by the 

evening news and turning more of the hairs on my 

head grey, but I still didn’t have a clue. 

Then one day the question became more 

personal and specific.. “David, when are you final-

ly going to do something about these refugees 
coming to Scotland?”. Then I realised the ques-

tioner was God, and I’d have to find an answer, 

somehow. 

As a teacher my first thought was to get an 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

qualification, like my nephew, but that wasn’t it. 

Then I looked into volunteering at the ‘Well’ in 

Glasgow’s South Side where I lived, but that didn’t 

fit either. Finally I heard that a minister I knew had 

returned to Glasgow and her church ran English 

speaking classes. St Rollox Church of Scotland had 

been doing this for over 20 years because the 

church was near the Red Road flats where many 

refugees were housed. A couple of emails later and 

soon I was standing outside the church - or more 

exactly a building site with large white Porta-cabins. 

The council had demolished the old church build-

ings to make way for a new dual carriageway. I 

guess I felt a bit like Mary and Joseph outside the 

stable in Bethlehem, not what I was expecting but 

just the place for God’s love to take on flesh and 

bone. 

 

The Staff and Volunteers were so friendly 

and helpful in my first year, especially Sheila who 

showed me how to tutor our Intermediate Group. 

Coincidentally a relative of a member at Abronhill 

was the Project Manager. Our students came from 

many troubled places around the world but mainly 

from the Middle East. One of our regulars told us 

he had been a headmaster in Aleppo, another that 

her village had been gassed by Saddam Hussein, 

but many prefer not to speak of the past. Their 

expressions and the look in their eyes were beyond 

words. 

Six years and an ESOL qualification later,     

I still don’t know what anyone can do about the 

Middle East, which has gone from bad to worse. 

But I do know what I can and will do for the new 

Scots who once lived there and now live here.   

Together we can learn how to speak English with a 

Glasgow accent, puzzle over spelling or grammar 

and try to pass the Driving Theory Test.  Most im-

portantly we can Welcome these folk to Scotland, 

just as people around the world welcomed us 

Scots, just as God welcomes us in Jesus. 

 

With the love of God and blessings to all 
 

Rev. David McTaggart. 
 

(P.S. For more information visit  
                  https://www.strolloxcommunity.org.uk/ ) 
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Cumbernauld : Condorrat Parish Church 

    SUNDAY  SERVICES: 
  
 

Morning Worship in the Sanctuary at 10am. 
 

Communion  Services    (1st Sun. – March; June; September; December.)….......10am.    

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

 

  

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety without. 
 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 
 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

June 2026 
 

 
     7th.  —          Mrs. J. Bolling & Team 3. 

   14th.  —     Mrs. E. Stewart and Team 4.  

    21st.  —     Mr J. Newlands and Team 1. 

    28th.  —    Mrs. L McKeown & Team 2. 

 

 

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * 

 

Session Clerk 
 

Kenneth Mackenzie  
 

(Tel: 07771 884074) 
(kirksessionclerk@outlook.co) 

Interim Moderator 
 

Rev. Jonathan Keefe 
 
 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Kenneth Mackenzie   Mob: 07771 884074 
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny           Mob: 07778 023575 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands           Tel: 01236 732632 
 

FABRIC CONVENOR 
 
 

Mr John Cochrane        Mob: 07850 805599 
 

GIFT AID ADMINISTRATOR 
 

 Mrs Sandra Prested       Tel: 01236 720107 
                                      Mob: 07741 474467 

 

HALLS LETTING 
 

 Mrs Elizabeth Hutton        Tel: 07502 457198 
Mrs Elizabeth McLean      Tel: 07840 958133 

 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS 
 

   Mr Alistair Robertson      Tel: 01236 734905 
   Mrs Elizabeth Aitken       Tel: 07533 763697   

 

CHURCH OFFICER 
  

  Mark  Bulloch                 Tel: 07928 451602  
  
 

Intimations   &   Parish News Editor 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
   e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

mailto:kirksessionclerk@outlook.com
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Notes from the Session Clerk        
June  2026      

     

Hello Everyone, 
 

All of a sudden Summer is creeping up on us 
and we have had a few nice days recently, hopeful-
ly a precursor to a good spell of summer weather. 

I told you last time about Presbytery reject-
ing the Congregational Action Plan, so our team 
got together with our counterparts from Abronhill 
and altered our plans to try to fit in with what Pres-
bytery seem to want. It is very difficult to fill in a 
form which should be completed with input from 
the minister of the linked charge when we do not 
have one, but these are the type of hurdles which 
we have placed in front of us. I have to thank Mrs 
Cochrane, Mrs Russell and Mr and Mrs Robertson 
for their invaluable input to this. Hopefully when 
this is resubmitted to Presbytery it will be signed 
off, and we can then hand the process over to the 
Nominating Committee to allow them to continue 
their work. 

Some minor works to the fabric of the church 
and halls has been going on including the repair 
and securing of fire exits. These have now been 
fitted with glass bolts to stop them being used as 
normal exits, as they were being left open regular-
ly, which was leaving the buildings insecure. 

Various other small repairs have been carried 
out, but the major problems with boilers and wiring 
will be attended to as soon as possible. Our Fabric 
Convenor, Mr Cochrane has been busy obtaining    

 
quotes from multiple companies to cost the re-
quired works, and these will be brought to the 
board for approval as soon as possible. 

The Kirk Session have approved a proposal 
to expand the Audio-visual area at the back of the 
church. At present the operators are facing the side 
wall of the church in order to control the sound and 
camera for the live stream, however doing this 
makes the process difficult as they cannot see what 
is going on outside the field of vision of the camera 
without turning round constantly. The proposal is 
to install a workstation which will allow the AV 
team to face the chancel, making it easier to moni-
tor the service. The mixing board can also be 
brought up where it is easier to control.  

Our organisations have now started winding 
down for the summer break, the Girls Brigade and 
the Boys Brigade have had their Presentations and 
Award ceremonies and the Guild have had their 
final meeting. 

To think that this time last year we were still 
moving towards our Linkage with Abronhill, a lot 
has happened in the last 12 months and I believe 
we have a lot to look forward to in the next year.  

I pray that you all have a happy, peaceful 
summer and look forward to seeing you on Sunday 
mornings. 

  
           Grace and peace, 

                                                             Kenny 

    (Kenneth Mackenzie) 

     ‘I expect to pass through life but once. If, 

therefore, there be any kindness I can show, or 

any good thing I can do for any fellow being, let 

me do it now for I shall not pass this way again.’ 
William Penn 

 Fear Not 
   The words ‘fear not’ are used 365 times in 
the Bible. That means there’s a ‘fear not’ for 
each day of the year. 

See Isaiah 41: 10.  &  2 Timothy 1: 7. 

Here’s a wee test for You — especially those who think they know Glasgow. 
 

Find the Areas of Glasgow                    ( e.g. Is this a deer place?     Ans:  Hyndland.) 

1. Sir’s forest 
2. Criminal’s weight. 
3. Pig in a meadow. 
4. Presbyterian green place. 
5. English Cathedral on small             

mountain. 
6. A stupid Glasgow crack. 
7. Motoring Scotsman 
8. Season’s heavyweight. 
9. Mountain top. 
10. Reverend’s home in forest. 
11. Stone house. 

12. Vehicle distance. 
13. Not black and large. 
14. Scottish poet adjacent. 
15. An even insect. 
16. Not an old place. 
17. Percussive church. 
18. Beautiful Tor. 
19. Bovine valley. 
20. Taxing crucifix. 
21. Lower shelter. 
22. This is not a labour valley. 
23. Ringing group of trees. 
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Treasurer’s Report                           June 2026 
 

 Dear Everyone,  

Can you believe that this is the last Parish News until 
the Autumn? I am trying to clear the debris brought 
down by the heavy rain and strong winds we had a few 
weeks ago and also removing weeds which seem to 
sprout and grow so quickly. Although not my favourite 
way of spending the day, it is necessary and I do feel 
better when I can see an improvement. I think the words 
of the English surgeon, Sir Benjamin Brodie, sum up the 
feeling very well "There is no greater happiness in life 
than that of surmounting difficulties".  

Regardless of the time of year, there is always some-
thing happening in the Church and the latest is that the 
GB accounts have been internally audited and signed as 
being correct. 

You will have seen in last month's magazine that the 
Annual Stated Meeting was held on 17th May.           
The following are the main points from that meeting 
relating to finance. 

Having received so much positive feedback last year, 
it was decided to, again, distribute Summary Accounts 
for the Annual Stated Meeting, with Full Accounts 
available from me, on request. 

Income in 2025 was £70,290 
Expenditure in 2025 £74,933 

        Deficit for 2025 was therefore £4,643 
You might remember from a previous Parish News 

that we received Gift Aid of £16,073.66, so you may be 
thinking that a deficit of £4,643 is not a problem but... 
£16,073.66 only roughly covers the deficits we have had 
in the past few years so we cannot afford to be compla-
cent. We must do everything we can to avoid having a 
deficit in future years. 

The Finance Committee thought a Budget for 2026 
of £85,903 was appropriate and an Income Forecast of 
£20,900 was realistic meaning, to break even, the con-
gregation need to contribute £1,250 each week. We do 
not meet that target at present, but, some weeks, we are 
not too far short.  

 The amount allowed for Fabric is much higher than 
in previous years as a considerable amount of work 
requires to be carried out, some of it urgently. 
As far as expenditure is concerned, there are so many 

people we need to Thank for all they do, on a voluntary 
basis, to keep our Church viable. We pay an Organist, 
and a Cleaner for cleaning the Church building and 
halls. No-one else is paid! 

There is no Vacancy Allowance in our Giving to 
Grow contribution which we pay to the Church of Scot-
land (£33,901 for 2026 paid in ten instalments February 
to November inclusive) meaning the way we pay for 
Pulpit Supply has changed. We pay the person conduct-
ing the service and claim back the cost from the Church 
of Scotland. We cannot claim for that person's travelling 

expenses. We are in the very fortunate position that 
most people do not claim for their travel and Rev. 
Alistair Shaw claims nothing! 

The expenditure would be higher if it were not for 
people contributing goods - stationery, flowers, food 
and other items for the tearoom and social events etc - 
and for those who open/close the buildings for lets; 
those who operate the sound system; and those who 
bring others to Church. 

Preparation is vitally important before presenting the 
accounts and I here ‘Thank ‘…. 

•the Teams and Team Leaders who diligently carry 
   out their respective work each week. 

•the Finance Committee who checked what I had       
  completed and pointed out any typos so that  
  accurate accounts could be presented and submit  
  ted to the Church of Scotland and Glasgow  
  Presbytery. 

•those who collated the Offerings leading to the 
  submission of our Gift Aid claim. 

•the Internal Auditors who audited the  
      Accounts of our Organisations. 

•Mrs Isabel Diamond our Independent Examiner who 
checked the entries on our accounts for 2025 

While I am sure that each one does what they do to 
the Glory of God and not for personal acclaim, without 
them, Church life would be less pleasant for all of us. 

I know that we all appreciate it when things go the 
way we would like, for example 

•provision of clean towels in the toilets 

•well laundered table covers at events 

•good, reliable sound in the Sanctuary/at home 

•Intimation sheets & regular Parish News 
                                                   to name but a few.    

But “Thank You” to Everyone who provides any of the 
above, and more. 

Personally, I thank everyone who has supported me - 
your support in so many ways is much appreciated.           
I feel blessed to have had so much encouragement. 

Thank You for the generous regular Offerings to 
enable our Church to meet its financial commit-
ments. And finally, Thank You to the person who 
handed in a White Box, with no name on it, con-
taining £3.13 and to the person who put £40 
through the Church House letterbox. 

Every Donation is very much appreciated. 
 

I hope the weather we have for the next few 
months suits you and that you are able to enjoy the 
longer daylight. 

                       May God Bless YOU, 
Ann Kenny 

 (Treasurer) 

giftaid it 
 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, 

which is annually at least equal to the Tax which the 

Congregation, and other Charities to which you make  
 

Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial value 

of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further  
                                   information is available from   

Mrs Sandra Prested. 
Mob. No. 07769203648 



White Donation Boxes 
 

Many thanks to all who continue to give a 
little extra  through the white boxes this is 

very much appreciated.  
 Please remember to put your name  

on the label on the box. 
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The Game 
Although when four or five wis wantit, 

I’ll aye ha’en nocht bit twa or three; 

Although when whit was left wis countit, 

The double six wis left wi me. 

I’m no the yin tae grouch or grumble 

At my life’s dominoes.  For a the same, 

Although I’ve tookin mony a tumble, 

Gosh, fowk, I’ve fair enjoyed the game. 
 

Sunday Morning Tea/Coffee Teams     
      

June 2026 
 

             

      7th.      Mrs Freeland, Mrs Semple  

                                                   & Mrs Graham 

14th.      Mrs Lazzurri, Mrs McLellan  

                                                 & Ms. Reid 

21st.        Mrs Freeland, Mrs Semple  

                                                & Mrs Graham      

      28th.        Mrs Cummings, Mrs Hughes  

                                                    & Mrs Rooney       .           

Flower Calendar 
 

The gift of flowers brings happiness, and a sense of being 
remembered for many different reasons, as a church mem-
ber or as a friend or a neighbour living in our community. 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to contrib-
ute to the flowers each Sunday to beautify the Sanctu-
ary.      I can assure you that they bring so much joy 
and comfort to the people who receive the flowers 
from the church. 

 

The Flower Calendar for 2026 is on display in 
the Church vestibule which will enable folks to check 
their dates, I do endeavour to contact everyone each 
month to remind them of the date for their flowers. 

 

I would also be grateful if you are aware of any-
one deserving of church flowers being delivered to 
them. 

Please inform myself or any office-bearer on 
duty on Sundays.  

Liz Cochrane     

(Mob: 07702129882) 

Parish News 

If you wish to receive your issue by Email 
please send a request to the Editor by email 

and you will be added to the list. 

Many, Many ‘Thanks’ to those who  
contribute to beautify  

the Sanctuary  with Flowers ;  
and also to those who deliver them   

to the deserving each week . 

     Many, many THANKS for the beautiful 

flowers I recently received from the Church. 

They really brightened my days and the room 

they were in. 

Margaret Rooney. 

 Flowers for the Sanctuary 
 

June  2026 
 

  7th.       Mrs. Margaret Hope      

14th.       Mrs. D. Newlands 

21st.       Mrs. Tobasnick 

28th.      Mrs. Sandra Prested 
  

“Love is the fairest flower 
                 that blooms in God’s Garden.” 

                                Barbara Johnson 



Baptism:   Jesus said, “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my 
disciples: baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  
May 2026 
 

 

        24th.    João Luiz d’Assumpção Masterton            of     Balloch 

Church Register 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

 

April 2026 

                  30th.    Elizabeth (Betine) Rae*     of  Condorrat 
May 2026 

                  10th.    James McKenna                  of  Condorrat 
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Prayer Corner  
                               

 SAFE IN GOD’S HANDS                           
 

As we approach Summer my mind goes back to 
our holiday to Disneyworld Florida and the day I was 
‘press-ganged’ into going on a “Fun Ride”! 

 Well I shut my eyes as the amusement park ride 
crept higher - trying to ignore all the creaking coming 
from this wildly popular ride I was on.  

When it stopped for a moment, I made the mis-
take of peeking and was horrified to see the plunge 
we were about to take. I closed my eyes again and 
screamed the whole way down. That memory still 
makes me shudder! 

 Sometimes in life it can feel like we're falling 
further and further.. with no one to catch us. But 
when life seems chaotic and out of control, we can 
find comfort in knowing that God is with us. As be-
lievers, we know that God dwells in us through the 
Holy 

Spirit. We can speak to Him and be guided by 
Scripture.  God wanted to assure the Israelites that He 
would “catch” them even in the midst of their “fall” 
of rebellion. He said, through the prophet Isaiah,  
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 
for I| am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” 

(ISAIAH 41: v.10).  

God wanted them to know that He would help 
them through their trials (v.13).  

How encouraging it must’ve been for the Israel-
ites to know that God hadn’t abandoned them even 
while they were living as prisoners in a foreign land. 

 When our life feels like it’s out of control, we can 
take courage knowing that God is there to help us.                 
          We're safe in His loving and mighty hands.                       
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Prayer 
Living God,   
    You have taught us through Jesus that our neighbours 
are not just those who live next door; or those who live 
nearby...but Everyone; Everywhere! 
And so now, once again, we pray for our world, our 
neighbours near and far. 
Living God, 
   Teach us to respond. To reach out to our troubled di-
vided world recognising the call of our neighbour 
In the cry of the needy; to see that, whatever may divide us, 
unites us more; and that beyond our differences lies a com-
mon humanity 
    May the time come when as individuals and as nations 
We can live together as neighbours; members together as 
an extended family of humankind. 
For we ask it in the name of Christ 
Lord of heaven and earth 

Hear our prayer for his sake.      
                                                AMEN 

 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;  
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

Just try Praying 
 

   

What challenge are you facing today? 
How does it feel knowing God is with you? 
 

 Dear God,  
          Thank You that I'm safe in Your hands. 

 AMEN 



The Girls’ Brigade      May 2026             
 

Hi Folks, 
The Girls are still hard at work 

on their Badge Work, but they have also been 
practising for the up and coming Parents 
Evening/ Presentations on the 19th May. 

The Junior and Senior and Brigaders are 
all looking forward to the Camp at Dunkeld at 
the end of May, when they will once again 
join with the 1st Condorrat BB.  

Let’s hope the weather is good to them. 
 

If you know any girl/young lady that 
would like to join please let us know.  

    Email: first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com.  
     

                        Nicola Gilmore  (Captain)  

Tel:  07557470195  
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1st Condorrat Company  

The Boys’ Brigade                    June 2026 
 

 Hi Everyone,                                        
        As the Session draws to a close we have our 

Camps to look forward to. The Junior Section are off 
to Dalguise (23/24th.) for some ‘Action and Adven-
ture’. In August the Company Section will be heading 
to Lockerbie Manor with the Battalion for another ex-
citing program of activities. 

We have had our Annual Parents' Evening and 
Awards Ceremony where the Boys showcased their 
Talents and were presented with their Awards for 
Badgework, and Prizes recognising their awesome 
contributions to the life of the Company. We were also 
delighted to award Jamie McNair of our Company/
Senior Section Boys with his King's Badge - the High-
est Award in the Boys’ Brigade!                               
This is always a fantastic achievement and an occasion 
when we can all be proud. 

Please keep an eye on our social media updates on 
Facebook (1st Condorrat Boys' Brigade) and if you 
know of any young person who would like to join 
please direct them to the usual contacts... 
Looking forward to the new session already! 
 

“Thank You” as always, for your continued support in 
all that we endeavour to do. 

You can catch regular snapshots of our activities 
on Facebook.     Find us under 1st Condorrat Boys’ 
Brigade as shown below.   

 

 We meet in the Church Hall on ……... 
 

 Anchor Section:    Thursdays,   6.30/7.30pm. 
 Junior Section:      Thursdays,   7.15/9.00pm.             
 Company Section: Thursdays,   7.15/9.30pm.           

 Senior Section:      Thursdays,   7.15/9.30pm. 
  

     For further information or any problems please feel 
free to contact any of our leaders. 

   Company Captain:  Gareth Ramsay 
 

       Anchor Section Leader:       Jamie Porrit  
         Junior Section Leader:       Colin Mackay      
    Company Section Leader:       Kris Tromans  
  

Remember that for information on BB Activities,      
Uniforms or just an update on what’s happening  

please check our web-site. 

/1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 
 

Colin Mackay 

 Our Food-bank         June 2026 
  

A huge THANK YOU to everyone from our 
Congregation who continue to support us with 
Food Donations on a regular basis - every item is 
very much appreciated. 

The Food-bank is getting busier and we are 
seeing more clients. Everyone enjoys their tea 
and biscuits and having a chat. 

“Thank You” goes once again to our willing 
volunteers who faithfully turn up week after 
week. We appreciate everyone who donates their 
time to help on a Friday. We would like to thank 
Margaret Rooney for her contribution as a volun-
teer, Margaret is taking a break from the Food-
bank and we wish her well. We have our loyal 
regular organisers for the food bank who turn up 
every week, and to this end the Coordinator has 
decided that we only require one volunteer to as-
sist on a Friday, so they will not be required as 
often. 

We are pleased to continue to support our 
friends from St Helen’s while they make roof re-
pairs to their hall. St Helen’s  ‘Warm Hub’ is pres-
ently meeting in Condorrat Church Hall every 
Monday at 10.30am. Please come along for a cup 
of Tea/Coffee and Toast, there is no charge!    
The Hub is becoming increasingly busy which is  
a great sign that the community are coming to-
gether in a safe and welcoming environment. 
Come and have a blether and meet new friends, 
you will be made very welcome.  

A huge thank you to our local supporters: 
Little Hands Nursery, Spar, and I&E Wales, St 

Helen’s, we really appreciate your donations.  
The Foodbank Team wish you all  

an enjoyable  ‘Summer ‘. 

 

Sheila Graham  
(Food-bank Co-ordinator) 

(Tel :01236 611222) 

Social Group                                     June 2026 
          

   The ‘Nanas and Papas’.  

Friday, 19th June @ 6.45 pm to 7.45pm 

in the Sanctuary. 

An evening of songs from 50’s to present day. 

Donations welcome if able to support the  church.  

Refreshments in Hall after.  

mailto:first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com
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The Guild                      June 2026 
 
       We ended the 2025/26 Session with a 
sail on SS Walter Scott on Loch Katrine.   
     We were lucky with the weather so 
could enjoy the scenery while chatting to 
some Dutch visitors on the boat. Our day 
ended with dinner at the Castlecary Hotel 
where we celebrated one of our Ladies’  
Birthday.   
      We shall be back in the Church Halls 
at 1.30pm. on the second Wednesday in 
September and shall meet on the Second 
and Fourth Wednesdays of each month 
until April 2027 in the Church Halls. 
  
      

Lesley Freeland   

                              Tel: 01236 734930.    
Mob: 0775771190 

Alphabet Letters 
 

Do you remember THEM ?!  
                    (Back to our schooldays again, I think!) 
 

These little crunchy sweets were made in the 
shapes of the letters of the Alphabet and in different 
colours and good fun to have. We could spell out 
our names and make messages to our pals...always 
depending on what letters we had in the bag! 

The problem was that they were so nice to eat 
that they didn’t last long. We even had fun eating 
them in alphabetical order. 

 

In the Bible, we read that God is the ‘beginning 
and the end’. Alpha and Omega is the first and last 
letters of the Greek Alphabet. He rules us a sover-
eign over all human history. He has always been 
there. He is here now and He will be here forever. 

Isn’t that very reassuring?! 
 

see Revelation 1 : vs 8 
 

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord,   
God. ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come,  

the Almighty.’ 
 

‘Ben ‘ Huddleston 

Hope and Peace 
 

There are two special gifts in life  
to help us every day; 

A little peace to calm the mind 
and hope to light the way. 

When all around is doom and gloom 
we need a calming peace; 

To lift our spirit and our heart 
and let the joy increase.  

Then most of all we need fresh hope, 
a lantern shedding light; 

To shine more brightly through the day 
and comfort us by night. 

And so with these two blessings 
we’ll take a smoother road; 

And life will feel much easier 
and bear a lighter load. 

 

Iris Hesselden 

Kid’s View? 
     The Rev. G.B. Wilcox tells how one time he was 
trying to explain the nature of Faith to children by re-
lating a story of a child on board an early ship. There 
was also a pet monkey which grabbed the boy’s cap 
and darted up into the rigging. The boy without thought 
immediately chases up after the monkey, climbing 
higher and higher until at last the sailors, taken com-
pletely by surprise and horror see him far up at a point 
where he is getting dizzy and ready to fall headlong to 
the deck. 
       His Dad, alerted by the sailors, shouts to him to 
leap out and into the water.  The wee boy hesitates, but 
finally trusting his father’s wisdom makes a tremen-
dous leap into the sea and is rescued by the sailors. 
One wee chap in the class seemed very impressed and 
sat deeply thinking. ‘Ah’ thought the Rev. ‘the message 
has got through. A hopeful case’. 
     Eventually, unable to contain himself any longer, 
the wee boy blurted out. ‘Sir, what happened to the 
monkey?’ 

Wee Martha received a fancy toy wristwatch on 
her fourth birthday and asked her father to put it on her 
wrist just like he had his. Her father then proceeded to 
place the watch on Martha’s left arm. But standing 
facing him, she saw that his watch was on the other 
side. 
  ‘I want my watch on the same arm as yours!’ she 
said. 
  ‘That’s what I’m doing’ said her father. ‘I wear my             

       watch on my left arm, and I’m putting yours on  
    your left arm.’  
     But Martha didn’t understand left from right.       
She just knew her Daddy was putting her watch on the 
arm opposite his. Her Dad tried to explain that when 
she turned round her left arm would be on the same 
side as his. But she couldn’t quite grasp that. 
With tears running down her cheeks Martha sobbed to 
her father  ‘Did God make me wrong?’ 

Shalom 
  When Jewish people greet one another they 
say ‘shalom’. It means ‘peace’, ‘well-being’ and 
‘wholeness’. Your heavenly Father is actually 
called Jehovah-Shalom - ‘The Lord is my Peace.’ 
The assurance is that God lives up to his name. 


